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Utah State University has implemented an Academic Service-Learning Program which, for those students who complete the requirements, will lead to a Service-Learning Certificate.  This program provides a much needed and desired academic component to the service orientation of USU students.  It supports a national movement to promote more civic engagement among young people.  It also supports USU’s undergraduate education mission, which is to prepare citizen scholars “...who participate and lead in local, regional, national, and global communities.”

Academic Service-Learning is a credit bearing educational experience where students: (1) gain a broader understanding of course content, (2) earn a deeper appreciation of the discipline, (3) help meet community needs, (4) reflect on service activities, and (5) develop an enhanced sense of civic responsibility.  Service-Learning is a well-researched and highly effective teaching pedagogy, which incorporates community service into the course curriculum.  Admission to the program is competitive and limited to a maximum of 100 students (with 25 admitted each year).  In order to be admitted to the program, students must submit an application, have 3.0 GPA and submit a written essay detailing their interest in Service-Learning. 

To receive a Service-Learning Certificate, a student must complete a minimum of nine credit hours (with a grade of B or better in each course), 400 service hours, a capstone project and a reflective portfolio.  The nine credit hours must come from an approved list of Service-Learning courses. Course adaptations will be considered by the SL Coordinator (e.g. an instructor may work with one student in a non-SL course to complete the S-L requirement).

The program is housed organizationally in the Office of the Provost and located in the Val R. Christensen Center.  A faculty member (who will be the Service-Learning Coordinator) administers the program.  This Service-Learning Coordinator is assisted by a Faculty Steering Committee (FSC) which helps with admissions decisions, Service-Learning course designation approval, marketing of the program, and helps with evaluation of the program.

