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2008 Western Region AAAE Research Conference 

Research Paper Review Process 
 

Two thousand eight marks the 27th
 year for the Western Region AAAE Research Conference. A 

total of 30 paper proposals were submitted for the 2008 conference and were “blindly” peer-
reviewed by a minimum of three agricultural and extension educators not located at the same 
institution as any of the authors. Each reviewer evaluated the papers on an eleven-point scale 
based upon an established criterion for both quantitative and qualitative papers. An online 
database was used distribute manuscripts and to collect scores from reviewers. After all of the 
papers were scored, the raw scores of reviewers were aggregated and z scores were computed. 
Once this process was complete, the 21 papers receiving the highest z scores were selected for 
presentation at Park City, Utah. This represents a 70.0% acceptance rate. After papers were 
reviewed and selected for presentation, reviewers’ comments were returned to the authors for 
their use in improving the papers submitted ultimately for publication in these proceedings.  
 
Appreciation is expressed to Dr. Michael Spiess at California State University, Chico for his 
development of the database used for paper submission and evaluation and for his many hours of 
patient technical assistance. We also express gratitude to previous conference chairs for their 
patience in answering questions. We very much appreciate the 33 reviewers, each of whom 
reviewed three papers, rated them, and provided feedback for the authors. We also thank the 
session chairs and facilitators of the six research sessions at the 2008 Western Region AAAE 
Conference. Most importantly, we thank the 109 authors who shared their research with the 
profession. 
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Western Region AAAE Research Conference History 

 

Year Location Chair(s) University 
1982 Austin, TX Gary E. Briers Texas A&M University 

 

1983 Rio Rico, AZ Phillip A. Zubrick University of Arizona 
 

1984 Oklahoma City, OK James P. Key 
David Cox 

Oklahoma State University 
Cameron University 
 

1985 Boise, ID John W. Slocombe University of Idaho 
 

1986 Las Cruces, NM Paul R. Vaughn New Mexico State University 
 

1987 Logan, UT Gilbert Long Utah State University 
 

1988 Ft. Collins, CO Ramsey Groves Colorado State University 
 

1989 Sparks, NV Joseph G. Harper University of Nevada – Reno 
 

1990 Fresno, CA James G. Leising University of California – Davis 
 

1991 Seattle, WA Marvin D. Kleene Washington State University 
 

1992 Cody, WY Carl L. Reynolds University of Wyoming 
 

1993 Bozeman, MT Van Shelhamer Montana State University 
 

1994 Honolulu, Hawaii David E. Cox  
Frank C. Walton 

University of Arizona 
University of Hawaii 
 

1995 Phoenix, AZ Glen M. Miller University of Arizona 
 

1996 Moscow, ID Jim Conners University of Idaho 
 

1997 Stillwater, OK James White Oklahoma State University 
 

1998 Salt Lake City, UT Gary S. Straquadine Utah State University 
 

1999 Corpus Christi, TX Jacqui Lockaby  
Lance Keith 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University 
 

2000 Las Cruces, NM Robert M. Torres  
Brenda Seevers 

New Mexico State University 
New Mexico State University   

2001 Carmel, CA William Kellogg 
J. Scott Vernon 

Cal Poly – San Luis Obispo 
Cal Poly – San Luis Obispo 
 

2002 Spokane, WA Michael K. Swan Washington State University 
 

2003 Portland, OR Gregory W. Thompson  
Brian K. Warnick 

Oregon State University  
Oregon State University 
 

2004 Honolulu, HI Michael K. Swan  
Martin J. Frick 

Washington State University 
Montana State University 
 

2005 Prescott, AZ Edward A. Franklin  
Billye B. Foster 

University of Arizona 
University of Arizona 
 

2006 Boise, ID Lori L. Moore University of Idaho 
 

2007 Cody, WY Carl L. Reynolds University of Wyoming 
 

2008 Park City, UT Brian K. Warnick  
Rudy S. Tarpley 

Utah State University 
Utah State University 
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