Principles for successful classroom management
· Deal with disruptive behaviors but also manage to minimize off-task, non-disruptive behaviors

· Teach students to manage their own behavior

· Students learn to be on-task and engaged in the learning activities you have planned for them

· It is more natural to be off-task than on

Techniques for Better Classroom Control

· Focus attention on entire class

· Don’t talk over student chatter

· Silence can be effective

· Use softer voice so students really have to listen to what you’re saying

· Direct your instruction so that students know what is going to happen

· Monitor groups of students to check progress

· Move around the room so students have to pay attention more readily

· Give students non-verbal cues

· Engage in low profile intervention of disruptions

· Make sure classroom is comfortable and safe

· Over plan your lessons to ensure you fill the period with learning activities

· Come to class prepared

· Show confidence in your teaching

· Learn student names as quickly as possible

Withitness

Withitness refers to a teacher’s awareness of what is going on in the classroom.
A teacher has “withitness” if:

· When discipline problems occur, the teacher consistently takes action to suppress the misbehavior of exactly those students who instigated the problem

· When two discipline problems arise concurrently, the teacher deals with the most serious first

· The teacher decisively handles instances of off-task behavior before the behaviors either get out of hand or are modeled by others

· When handling misbehavior – make sure all students learn what is unacceptable about that behavior

· Getting angry or stressed does not reduce future misbehavior

· Deal with misbehavior without disrupting the learning activity

