Proximity and Body Language

· Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures, physical proximity to students, and the way you carry yourself will communicate that you are in calm control of the class and mean to be taken seriously.

· Be free to roam

· Avoid turning back to class
Cooperation through communication

· Verbalize descriptions of behaviors and never value judgments about individuals

· Verbalize feelings but remain in control

· DO NOT USE SARCASM

· Do not place labels (good or bad)

· Do not get students hooked on praise 

· Praise the work and behavior – not the students themselves

· Speak only to people when they are ready to listen

Classroom Rules of Conduct

· Formalized statements that  provide students with general guidelines for the types of behaviors that are required and the types that are prohibited

· A few rules are easier to remember than many rules

· Each rule in a small set of rules is more important than each rule in a large set of rules

Necessary classroom rules of conduct

· Maximizes on-task behaviors and minimize off-task (esp. disruptive) behaviors

· Secures the safety and comfort of the learning environment

· Prevents the activities of the class from disturbing other classes

· Maintains acceptable standards of decorum among students, school personnel, and visitors to the school campus
Establishing a “Businesslike” Atmosphere

· Take advantage of the first days of class

· Establish an environment in which achieving specified learning goals takes priority over other concerns

· It is much easier to establish this environment from the beginning rather than later

5 steps

1. Take advantage of the new school year or term to set the stage for cooperation

2. Be particularly prepared and organized

3. Minimize transition time

4. Utilize a communication style that establishing non-threatening, comfortable environment

5. Clearly establish expectations for conduct

· Take advantage of initial uncertainty
