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The Merrill-Cazier Library is a full-service academic library with a
mission to connect people with information. A new building, opened
Fall Semester 2005, brings all library resources and services under
one roof in a single, comprehensive facility. The state-of-the-art library
features an inviting, spacious, and comfortable setting for learning.
There is a wide variety of study spaces, including more than 30 group
study rooms, two digital media suites, an Information Commons with
150 workstations, a café, and ample seating in study lounges and

at study tables and carrels. Expansive windows afford patrons an
abundance of natural light and great views of Logan Canyon and the
surrounding mountains.

The Library is rich in technology and resources. There is wireless
connectivity throughout, and laptops are available for check out.
Unique among the state’s academic libraries, the Merrill-Cazier Library
features an automated storage and retrieval system (known to users
as The BARN), which uses robotics to house and access 600,000
volumes with a capacity for 900,000 more.

The Merrill-Cazier Library maintains an extensive collection of research
materials, including over 650,000 books and more than 12,500
periodical subscriptions. The Library is also a portal to a vast collection
of electronic resources, consisting of more than 29,000 electronic
journals and more than 150 electronic databases. As a designated
regional depository of government documents, the Library has one

of the largest collections of federal/state documents and maps in the
intermountain region.
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The Library’s Special Collections and Archives division provides a
significant body of primary source materials, including manuscripts,
photographic images, maps, and rare books focusing on art, literature,
and the history of the Intermountain West. Collections of particular note
include one of the foremost collections of materials pertaining to Jack
London, a nationally recognized collection of literary and artistic works
relating to the Beat movement in American art and literature, and the
acclaimed Fife Folklore Archives. Through an on-going project, the
Library is making many of its unique and rare materials available as
digital collections (see http://digital.lib.usu.edu).

The Library’s faculty and staff members are invaluable resources for
students, faculty, and researchers. They provide expertise in locating,
evaluating, and using information. Librarians routinely work with faculty,
selecting the best materials, teaching classes, and consulting about
information needed in research.

Among the services provided to connect users with information, the
Library offers the following:

1. Course Reserves/Electronic Reserves. Faculty members
often assign course materials that they have placed “on reserve.”
The Library makes many of these available online, while others
are available on-site for a limited borrowing period.

2. Information/Research Assistance. The staff at the Information
Desk is ready to serve the information needs of patrons on
demand. Patrons can also chat with a librarian online and submit
questions by e-mail.

3. Instruction Services. Librarians team up with faculty in a wide
range of disciplines to teach students about research processes
and information sources. Many tutorials and research guides are
available online.

4. Interlibrary Services and Document Delivery. If the Library
does not have a book or journal that a patron needs, the staff
can borrow the item from another library. Patrons make their
request online; most copies of journal articles are delivered to
them electronically.

5. Library Media Collections. An extensive collection of video
tapes, CDs, DVDs, and other media are available for loan and for
viewing on-site.

6. Peer Mentor Program. The Peer Mentor Program trains students
to assist their fellow students in locating and using information.

7. Research Consultation. For personal help or for in-depth
assistance with a research question, students and faculty can
work individually with a librarian who has expertise in the
discipline and in finding and using information.

The Merrill-Cazier Library, in both its physical facility and its services,
enhances the experiences of students and faculty alike. As the
intellectual center of the University, the Library provides an engaging
environment for learning.
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