Liberal Arts Major

Contact and Advising: College of HASS Advising Center

Location: Student Center 302

Phone: (435) 797-3883

FAX: (435) 797-2096

E-mail: susie.parkinson@usu.edu

WWW: http://websites.usu.edu/hass/Document/
index.asp?parent=7488

Degree Offered: Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Liberal Arts

The Liberal Arts Major offers a broad and challenging course of study
in the humanities, sciences, arts, and social sciences. Through a
multi-disciplinary but coherent approach to learning, the program
meets the needs of students majoring in professional fields, as well

as those desiring a general background for adaptability and mobility

in employment. The Liberal Arts Major offers USU students the

training required to be competitive and to contribute effectively in the
organizations, professions, and communities of the twenty-first century.

This major allows the student to develop an individualized curriculum in
consultation with the program advisor (Student Center 302). This major
requires a 2.3 overall GPA for admission and a 2.0 USU Cumulative
GPA for graduation.

Although the emphasis of this major is in the humanities, arts,

and social sciences, the student is encouraged to seek out other
educational interests as part of an academic program. The following
credit distribution will be typical of most students:

University Studies (30 credits)

The University Studies Program (which is required for all students
seeking a bachelor’s degree) consists of two sets of requirements:
General Education Requirements and Depth Education Requirements.
Included in the General Education Requirements are Competency
Requirements, including Communications Literacy, Quantitative
Literacy, and Computer and Information Literacy. General Education
also includes Breadth Requirements in the areas of American
Institutions, Creative Arts, Humanities, Life Sciences, Physical
Sciences, and Social Sciences. To complete the Depth Education
Requirements, students must complete two Communications Intensive
courses, one Quantitative Intensive course, and two Depth courses.
For more information about the University Studies Program, as well as
lists of courses approved for meeting University Studies Requirements,
see pages 49-59 in this catalog. Students should consult with the
program advisor to determine which University Studies courses will
best meet their learning goals.

Foreign Language Requirement

A Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree signifies proficiency in one or more
foreign languages. Specifically, the BA requirement may be completed
in one of the following ways:

1. Demonstration of proficiency in one foreign language by
successful completion of one course at the 2020-level or higher
(or its equivalent).

Or

2. Demonstration of proficiency in two foreign languages by
successful completion of the 1020 course level in one language
and the 2010 course level in the second language (or its
equivalent).

Or
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3. Completion of an upper-division (3000-level or higher) foreign
language grammar or literature course requiring the 2020 course
level (or its equivalent) as a prerequisite. Conversation courses
cannot be considered for satisfying this requirement.

For nonnative English-speaking students only, the following options
are available:

1. Successful completion of the Intensive English Language Institute
(IELI) program for international students.
Or

2. TOEFL, Michigan, or IELI placement scores high enough to meet
the University admission criteria.

Focus of Study

The focus of study for the Liberal Arts major is to help students gain

a basic understanding of the development of civilization, including
historical and cultural traditions, political institutions and processes, an
appreciation of arts and literature, and expanded capacities for critical
thought. Four learning goals are identified, each requiring a minimum
of 9 credits, for a total of 36 credits.

Students plan a multi-disciplinary academic program providing a focus
for study, with emphasis in primarily social sciences, humanities, and
arts.

Pre-professional and Elective Credits

Depending on a student’s career objectives, a student may take
courses leading to further study in medicine, law, business, or other
graduate programs, or continue to study in a number of different
disciplines.

Sample Four-year Plan
for Liberal Arts Major

Minimum GPA for Admission: 2.3, Career
Minimum GPA for Graduation: 2.3, major courses; 2.0, USU
Minimum Grade Accepted: C in major courses

This is a sample plan. It outlines University and major requirements in
very general terms. While there are requirements that are sequential,
many are flexible and do not need to be completed exactly in the order
listed. Students should always check with their professional advisor to
be sure they are meeting the requirements appropriately. To make an
appointment with a professional advisor, call (435) 797-3883.

Freshman Year (32 credits)
Fall Semester (16 credits)

ENGL 1010 (CL1) Introduction to Writing: Academic Prose ................. 3
Foreign Language 1010-1eVel COUrSe ........ccuuviiiiiiiiiiieeiiee e 4
University Studies Breadth courses ..........ccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 6
ElECtVE COUMSE(S) ...uviiiiiiiiiiiii ittt 3

Spring Semester (16 credits)

Foreign Language 1020-1eVel COUrSE ........ccuuviiiiiiiiiiieeiiee e 4
University Studies Breadth courses ...........cccooiiiiiiiii i 6
Quantitative Literacy (QL) COUISE.......c.ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee e 3
ElECtVE COUMSE(S) ...uviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 3

Complete the CIL exams by the end of the Freshman Year.
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Sophomore Year (32 credits)
Fall Semester (16 credits)

Goal Three—Arts or Literature Course’ ..........cooveeeiiieeniieeeiee e 3
Foreign Language 2010-1eVel COUrSE ........ccuuviiiiiiiiiiiieeiiee e 4
ENGL 2010 (CL2) Intermediate Writing: Research Writing

iN @ Persuasive MOdE ...........oooiiiiiiiieiie e 3
University Studies Breadth COUrse ...........ooooviiiiiiiiie e 3
Upper-division elective COUrSE(S) .......uumuirmiiiiiiiieiiieiee e 3

Spring Semester (16 credits)

Goal One—Historical/Cultural Traditions course™............cccccevivieernennn. 3
Goal Two—Social Sciences CoUrse” .........oooviieiiiiiieaiie e 3
Goal Four—Critical/Ethical Inquiry course! ..........ccccoovviiiiiiniiiiieen. 3
Foreign Language 2020-level course

Quantitative Intensive (Ql) COUrSE .........ooiiiiiirieneiiee e 3

Junior Year (30 credits)
Fall Semester (15 credits)

University Studies Breadth course ...........ococveiiiiiiiiiieee e 3
Goal Two—Social Sciences course?

Goal Four—Critical/Ethical Inquiry course! ...........cccooviniiiiiniiinieen. 3
Communications Intensive (Cl) COUrse ..........ccovviiiiiiniiiiiiciieieee. 3
Upper-division €leCtive COUISE ..........oiiiiiiiiiie et 3

Spring Semester (15 credits)

Goal One—Historical/Cultural Traditions course™............ccccceeiiieeriieenn. 3
Goal Three—Arts or Literature course’ ..........cccovvvveeeeeeiiivieeeeee e 3
Goal Four—Critical/Ethical Inquiry course! ..........ccccooovniiiiiniiiiienen. 3

Upper-division elective course
Liberal Arts “Methods” course
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Senior Year (26 credits)

Fall Semester (12 credits)

Goal One—Historical/Cultural Traditions course™............cccccevivieeriennn. 3
Depth Social Sciences (DSS) COUrse........cccevriiiiieiiiiiiieiicciee e
Communications Intensive (Cl) course .
Upper-division €lective COUISE ..........oiiiiiiiiiie e

Spring Semester (14 credits)

Goal Two—Social Sciences CoUurse” .........oooviieiiiiieeiie e
Goal Three—Arts or Literature course™ .........cccooovieiiieeniee e,
Depth Life and Physical Sciences (DSC) course ..
Upper-division €lecCtive COUrSES.........oiiuiiiiiiie et
EIECHVE COUMSE ...t

10f the 36 credits required for the major, 18 credits must be completed in upper-division
courses numbered 3000 or higher.

Additional Information

Details of requirements for the Liberal Arts major, as well as a
worksheet for students to record their progress, can be found on the
major requirement sheet, available from the College of HASS Advising
Center, or online at: http://www.usu.edu/majorsheets/
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