USU 1320 (2)

Ancient Civilization and Religion

fall  2005

Time:

M W F  2:30 – 3:20 in Main 225

Instructor:
A. Chapman



Email: alichap@cc.usu.edu



Office: Main 321-H


Phone: 797-1232



Office Hours: 3:30 – 4:30 M W (or by appointment)
Teaching

Assistant:
Trent Nelson 



Email: vansterut@yahoo.com
Undergraduate 

Teaching

Fellow:
Katie Neeley




Required
1.  M. Kishlansky, P. Geary, et al., Civilization in the West, vol. 1, 5th ed. (Longman Press).

Text:

Purpose:
Ancient Civilization and Religion is designed as a survey course.  This means that you will gain an overview of the development of civilizations, their history and religions.  The focus will primarily be Western, but will also include Mesopotamia, the Egyptians and the rise of Islam.  In addition, this course will introduce you to using primary source material.  Finally, you will learn about historical events, religious beliefs and customs that have shaped the world as we know it.

This course is a survey which means that it moves fast and covers a large amount of material in a short time.  In addition to the three lectures per week, there is written work, reading assignments, quizzes and exams.  If you have limited time this semester or have several other classes with heavy workloads, consider your priorities and make choices accordingly.  During lectures, I will do my best to help you with explanations, handouts, maps, and other materials.  You are welcome to come and see me during my office hours if you have questions.  However, you are responsible for doing your part, i.e. keeping up on the reading, coming to class and taking notes.  There is no substitute for attending lectures.

Note:  This course will discuss religious topics and issues as the subject of intellectual examination.  This is not a doctrine class.  If you are unable or unwilling to study religion from different points of view, please reconsider taking this course.

 

Class

It is important, especially in a large class, to show consideration to your fellow students.  Decorum:
Please do your very best to arrive on time.  If you must arrive late, come in quietly and if

you have to leave early, sit close to the door and leave as quietly as possible.  Do not show up and expect to read your newspaper in class and please, for the sake of the human race, turn off your cell phones before coming to class!  Things will run much more easily for all of us if we operate on a system of mutual respect.


Class

This is a lecture course.  That primarily means, you show up and I talk. During specified
Procedures:
lecture times your main job is to take notes.  However, during review sessions for the midterm and final, discussion and questions are invited and encouraged.


Elements and 
Your overall final grade for this course will be based on five elements: quizzes; papers;

Grading: 
participation in the practica and two exams, one midterm and one final.  The breakdown of assignments with their corresponding point value is as follows and there will be no curving of grades.


15  Quizzes

(15 points each)

225 points 


4    Papers 

(100 points each)

400 points


5    Practica

(25 points each)

125 points


1    Midterm exam 
(100 points)


100 points


1    Final exam

(150 points)


150 points




        Total possible points:    1000 points

 

Point 

1000-920 = A

899-880 = B+

799-780 = C+

699-680 = D+

Breakdown:
919-900 =   A-

879-820 = B

779-720 = C

679-620 = D

819-800 = B-

719-700 = C-

below 600 = F

Please note: *‘A+’ and ‘D-’ are recorded by the university as ‘A’ or ‘D’.


Quizzes
This class is divided into five (5) major sections and each section is divided into three (3) 

sub-sections.  There will be a short quiz after each sub-section and the format for each quiz is identical.  Each quiz  has five questions with five blanks, you will fill in each blank with a word from the list of terms designated for that sub-section.  Each question is worth three points.  Watch out!  Spelling counts for one point out of the total three points per term.  The list of terms are found in the syllabus. 

Papers 

There are four required papers for this class.  Each paper is worth 100 points and must be

two pages in length, 1.5 spaced in 12 point font.  There will be five paper assignments and you will choose four out of the five assignments on which to write.  The papers are credit/ no-credit, therefore, if you write an acceptable paper you will receive 100 points.  That means if you are uncertain you will be able to write a passing paper, you should choose to write on topics which are assigned in the first part of the semester rather than waiting until later.  Everyone MUST WRITE THE FIRST TWO PAPERS, these are not optional.  For these first two required papers, you will be given the opportunity to revise a paper which is marked unsatisfactory.  You must address all comments made on your paper and correct any errors of fact or style and turn in both a revised version and the original one week after the paper was returned to you.  We will discuss and clarify this in class.  For further assistance with your writing, you should consult the following Writing Guide composed by Professor Damen.  The Writing Guide can be found on the web at the following link:

http://www.usu.edu/markdamen/WritingGuide/00intro.htm.  (Note: the 00 are zeros).


Practica
There are five practica in this class.  At the end of each of the five major sections there will

be a practicum.  This is designed to be a lesson on art, music, writing or a related Humanities topic.  The practica are worth 25 points each and they are not optional.  However, on the day of a practicum, all you need to do for the 25 points is to come to class, pay attention and fill out the worksheet which will be provided in class!  This worksheet is not a quiz or an exam, but rather lets me know you were present and participating on that day.  I have designed these practica to be fun and hope you will enjoy them. I know I am really looking forward to each of them!




Exams:

There will be two exams for this course: a midterm and a final. The format of the exams

will be similar to that of quizzes, except that you will have word banks for the filling in the terms.  Watch out!  There will be more words than blanks.  The midterm exam is worth 100 points and covers the first two Sections of the class (through Greece). The final exam will be formatted the same way but it is worth 150 points – 50 points more because it covers three Sections (III, IV, V) – and it is not comprehensive.


Note:

Please take note, it is your responsibility to keep all graded work which is returned to you

in case there is a discrepancy in grading.

Make-ups:
Exams and quizzes can ONLY be made up only under the following conditions.

1. Prior notice is given.

2. Proof of a valid excuse is provided, for example, a note from a doctor.

3. I am open to discussion but you MUST come and see me.  Communication is the key.

Note: No make-up final exams and no early finals are given.  If you miss an exam, it counts as a zero.


Study Habits:
Keep up with the readings, plan ahead for quizzes, papers and exams. See me immediately
if you are having trouble.  You must keep up in this class since your overall grade is made up of many smaller, rather than a few larger, assignments.


Attendance:
Come to lectures.  This is the best way to stay informed and follow the pace of the course.


Academic
Academic dishonesty of any kind will be prosecuted.  Do not cheat or copy other people’s

Honesty:
work. See page 104 of the Schedule of Classes for further explanations on what constitutes

academic dishonesty and what the possible penalties are.



Note:

This syllabus is subject to revision at the discretion of the instructor, provided that verbal

or written notice is given.


Deadlines:
The following are important and immutable deadlines: 



Paper I:  Wed. Sept. 21



Paper II: Fri. Oct. 07



Midterm Exam: Monday, October 10

Paper III: Fri. Oct 28



Paper IV: Mon. Nov. 14



Paper V:  Mon. Dec. 05



Final Exam: Monday, December 12 from 1:30-3:20 P.M.

USU 1320: Assignment Schedule

CW= Civilization in the West

*Note: Readings should be completed by class time on the date to which they correspond.

Section I:  Ancient Near East; Egypt; Hebrew Scripture
Terms for quiz 1:

Akkad

Akkadian Empire

Babylonians 

Clay tablets 

Code of Hammurabi

Cuneiform

Epic of Gilgamesh

Euphrates

Hammurabi

Mesopotamia

Nanna and Ufu

Neolithic

Otzi

Pictograms

Sargon

Sumer

Tigris

Ur

Uruk

Ziggurat

Week 1


Lecture Topic






Readings Due
M
08/29

Introduction to the Class




-- --

W
08/31

Rise of Civilization and Introduction

to Ancient Mesopotamia I




CW 1-8



F
09/02

Ancient Mesopotamia
 II




CW 9-17

Terms for quiz 2:

Ahmose I

Akhenaten

Amenhotep IV

Aten

Book of the dead

Hyksos

Maat

Middle Kingdom

Monotheism

Narmer

New Kingdom

Nile
Nomes

Old Kingdom

Osiris

Pharaoh

Polytheism 

Pyramids

Ra

Ramses II

Tutankhamen

Zoser

Week 2
M
09/05

NO CLASSES: Labor Day

W
09/07

Quiz 1 (first five minutes of class)

Ancient Egypt I: Kings and Pyramids


CW 18-22

F
09/09

Ancient Egypt II: Move to Monotheism


CW 23-27




Paper topic I assigned and due Wednesday, September 21.


Terms for Quiz 3:


Abram

Assyrians

Babylonian captivity

David

Exile

Ezra

Israel

Judah

Monotheism

Moses

Nebuchadnezzer II

Nehemiah

Pharisees

Prophets

Ramses II

Sadducees

Solomon

Torah

Yahweh

Week 3
M
09/12

Quiz 2 (first five minutes of class)




*Paper expectations*


Preview webpage: http://www.usu.edu/markdamen/WritingGuide/00intro.htm.




W
09/14

Hebrews I: The Hebrew Alternative



CW 28-33
F
09/16

Hebrews I: Hebrew Bible and Creation Stories

-- --


Week 4

M
09/19

Quiz 3 (first five minutes of class)
Practicum I: History of the Book
Section II:  Ancient Greece

Terms:
To be announced

Week 4

W
09/21

Paper I: Due at beginning of class
Greece I: Early Greeks and Homer



CW 38-47

F
09/23

Archaic Greece: 

Greece I: Pre Classical Greece



CW 48-65 

Week 5



M 
09/26

Quiz 4 (first five minutes of class)

Greece II: Classical Greece




CW 70-78


Persian Wars and Herodotus

W
 09/28

Greece II: Classical Greece 






Athens vs. Sparta; Peloponnesian War


CW 79-81



Paper topic II assigned and due Friday, October 07.

F
09/30

Quiz 5 (first five minutes of class)

Film: Sparta and the military society



-- --

Week 6
M
10/03

Greece III: Post Classical Greece



CW 82-101

Rise of Alexander the Great: Legacy of Greece















W
10/05

Quiz 6 (first five minutes of class)

Practicum II: The history of the Alphabet


-- --

F
10/07

Paper II: Due at beginning of class




Test Review for Midterm 

Week 7

M
10/10

MIDTERM

Section III:  Ancient Rome
Terms

To be announced


Week 7 (continued)

W
10/12

Rome I: Origins Monarchy to 



CW 106-119

Early Roman Republic

F
10/014

Rome I: 

Punic Wars to Civil War




CW 120-131

Week 8
M
10/17

Quiz 7 (first five minutes of class)

Rome II: Rise of the Roman Empire  



CW 136-147

W
10/19

Rome II: Augustus and the Roman Empire 


CW 147-155

Paper topic III assigned and due Friday, October 28.
F
10/21

Quiz 8 (first five minutes of class)

Rome III: Fall of Rome and the

Rise of Christianity 





CW 154-161 &

170-178

Week 9

M
10/24

Rome III: Christian Empire and Constantine


CW 179-193

W
10/26

Quiz 9 (first five minutes of class)




Practicum III: Forming a creed

Section IV:  Early Middle Ages
Terms

To be announced
F
10/28

Paper III: Due at beginning of class


Early Middle Ages I:

Remnants of Roman Empire:




CW 198-208

Byzantium in the East


Week 10


M
10/31

Early Middle Ages I: Rise of Islam



CW 209-226

W
11/02

Quiz 10 (first five minutes of class)



Early Middle Ages II: Germanic Kingdoms


CW 230-245

and the Franks in the West






Paper topic IV assigned and due Monday, November 14.
F
11/04

Early Middle Ages II:

Charlemagne and Carolingian Empire   


CW 246-248 

Week 11
M
11/07 

Quiz 11 (first five minutes of class)
Early Middle Ages III:




CW 249-253

Carolingian Renaissance







W
11/09

Early Middle Ages III:

The Vikings






CW 254-260

F
11/11

Quiz 12 (first five minutes of class)




Practicum IV: Medieval scribes and writing

-- --
Section V:  High Middle Ages
Terms

To be announced 
Week 12


M
11/14

Paper IV: Due at beginning of class
High Middle Ages I:

Society and the Church in the West



CW 264-271

W
11/16

High Middle Ages I:

Monks and Forms of Monasticism



CW 272-277

F
11/18

Quiz 13 (first five minutes of class)




High Middle Ages II:

The Crusades
Week 13

M
11/21

High Middle Ages II:

The Crusades and the Fall of Byzantium   


CW 278-279

Paper topic V assigned and due Monday, December 05.
W – F  11/23 – 11/25 NO CLASSES: Thanksgiving Break

Week 14
M
11/28

Quiz 14 (first five minutes of class)

High Middle Ages III:

Investiture Controversy




CW 290-299

W
11/30

High Middle Ages III:

Medieval Thought and Rise of Universities


CW 280-289

F
12/02

Quiz 15 (first five minutes of class)



-- --

Practicum V: Medieval music and chant

Week 15
M
12/05

Paper V: Due at beginning of class 

High Middle Ages IV: To be Announced
W
12/07

High Middle Ages IV:

Black Death






CW 315-322

F
12/09

Review Session for Final Exam



Review Terms
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