
Syllabus

African Environmental History

HIST 3530

Room: Lillywhite 003

Instructor: Chris Conte

MWF, 9:30 – 10:20

Contact, 797-1303

Introduction
This course surveys Africa’s environmental history, that is, the interrelationships between the changing biophysical environment and evolving human societies. There is no set narrative to Africa’s environmental history, but we will follow a rough chronology as we examine the course’s central themes, listed below. 

This course has never before been offered and therefore is a work-in-progress. You are the guinea pigs. 
Requirements
5 Short writing assignments (800-1000 words) 500 pts. 


Students will develop the writing assignment questions based on lecture, readings and discussion. 

1 five to eight page research paper. 300 pts. 


This short assignment requires the student to demonstrate the ability to conduct basic research with secondary materials and to write a coherent, mid-length essay. 

Participation. 200 pts. 


I will allocate these points based upon student participation in class discussions. 

Books (you must buy them)

Books:

Conte, Christopher. Highland Sanctuary: Environmental History in Tanzania’s Usambara Mountains. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2004. 

Klieman, Kairn A. “The Pygmies Were Our Compass:” Bantu and Batwa in the History of West Central Africa, Early Times to c.1900. C.E. Portsmouth, N.H.: Heinemann, 2003. 

McCann, James. Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land: An Environmental History of Africa, 1800-1990. Portsmouth, N.H.: Heinemann, 1999.

Supplementary Readings: 

All readings listed below will be available as PDF files on electronic reserve. 

Tentative Course Schedule

Introductory Material

Week 1

What is Africa? What is environmental history?

Readings: 

- Africa from the perspective of National Geographic’s special issue (website below). 

http://www7.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0509/index.html
- McCann, “Introduction,” Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land. 

- Beinart, South African Environmental History in the African Context,” in South Africa’s Environmental History: Cases and Comparisons. 

Africa’s Environments 

Weeks 2 & 3

Africa’s biomes

Forests

Highlands

Savannas

Deserts

Littorals

Readings: 

- Adams, Grove and Orme, eds. Chapters 10-17, The Physical Geography of Africa. 

- McCann, Chapters 1 & 2. 

Film: 

National Geographic Films: “Savanna Homecoming.”

Writing Assignment

Formulating Short Writing Assignment #1. Assignment Due. 

Problems in Historical Reconstruction 

Weeks 4 

Readings: 

- Klieman, Chapter 1

- McCann, Chapter 3

- Fairhead and Leach, “Rethinking the Forest Savanna Mosaic in West Africa,” in The Lie of the Land. 

Evolution and adaptation of Africa’s land-use systems

Weeks 5 – 7

Human evolution in eastern and southern Africa

Hunting/Gathering

Early development of herding and agriculture

Historical linguistics, archaeology and history

Metallurgy 

Forest history

Readings:

- Conte, Chapters 1 &2

- Klieman, Chapters 2 &3

- Vansina, “A Slow Revolution,” in The Growth of Farming Communities. 

- Sutton, “Between the Great Lakes,” “The Rift Valley Highlands” in A Thousand Years of East Africa. 

- Adams, “Definition and Development in African Indigenous Irrigation.” Azania.

Films: Schmidt, “Tree of Iron.” 

Africa’s Engagement with the World Economy, 800-1900

Weeks 8 &9

Slavery

American plants in an African Context

Ecological Crisis and Response

Readings: 

- Sutton, “Swahili Harbour Towns”

- Webb, Desert Frontier
- Klieman, Chapter 4-6

- Middleton, “The Ironies of Plant Transfer: The Case of Prickly Pear in Madagascar,” in Social History and African Environments
- Waller, “Emutai, Crisis and Response in Maasailand 1883-1902,” in Ecology of Survival
Colonialism

Weeks 10 & 11

Demographic, Economic and ecological transformations

Western ideas associated with wilderness, science and conservation

Nationalism

Disease control

Readings: 

- Hoppe, Lords of the Fly 

- Adams, “Nature and the Colonial Mind,” in Decolonizing Nature. 

- Conte, Chapters 3-6, Highland Sanctuary. 

- Fisher, Forced Resettlement, rural Livelihoods and Wildlife Conservation along the Ugalla River in Tanzania,” in Conservation and Mobile Indigenous Peoples. 

- Koponen, “Population, A Dependent Variable.” In Custodians of the Land. 

- Carruthers, “Nationhood and national parks: comparative examples from the post imperial experience.” In Ecology and Empire. 

Film: 

Africa Series, Central and West African forests. 

Modernization

Weeks 12 & 14

Theories of development and modernization

Preservation, Conservation and Biological diversity

Industrialization/Mining/Forests

Disease (HIV/AIDS)

Warfare

Readings: 

- Conte, Chapter 7

- McCann, Chapters 5 – 8 

- Richards, Fighting for the Rainforest
Film: Africa Series.  

Course Materials

Films: 

Selections from National Geographic’s Africa film series. 

“Tree of Iron,” Peter Schmidt’s exploration of the archaeology and history of iron working in present-day Uganda. 

Some Sources for African Ecology and Environmental History (there are hundreds more): 

Adams, William and Martin Mulligan eds. Decolonizing Nature: Strategies for Conservation in a Post Colonial Era. London: Earthscan, 2003. Chapter 2.

Ambio

Beinart, William and Joann McGregor, eds. Social History and African Environments. Oxford: James Currey, 2003. 

Beinart, William and Peter Coates. Environment and History: The Taming of Nature in the USA and South Africa. London: Routledge, 1995. 

Brockington, Dan. Fortress Conservation: The Preservation of the Mkomazi Game Reserve, Tanzania. Oxford: James Currey, 2002. 

Connah, Graham. African Civilizations: Precolonial Cities and States in Tropical Africa: An Archaeological Perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987. 

Conservation Biology
Dovers, Stephen, et al., eds. South Africa’s Environmental History: Cases and Comparisons. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2002. 

Environment and History

Environmental History
Griffiths, Tom and Libby Robin, eds. Ecology and Empire: Environmental History in of Settler Societies. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1997. 

Journal of African Ecology. 

Leach, Melissa and Robin Mearns, eds. The Lie of the Land: Challenging Received Wisdom on the African Environment. Portsmouth, N.H.: Heinemann Books, 1996. 

Maddox, Greg, et al. Custodians of the Land: Ecology and Culture in the History of Tanzania. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 1996.
Sutton, J.E.G. A Thousand Years of East African History. Nairobi: British Institute in Eastern Africa, 1990. 

_____, ed. Azania XXIV (1989) Special Volume on the History of African Agricultural Technology and Field Systems. 
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