History 6000

Historical Methods and Practice
Fall 2005

4:30-7:00 Tuesdays, Old Main 323-L 

Professor: Lawrence Culver

Email: lawrence.culver@usu.edu

Phone: 797-3101
Office: Old Main 321-L
Office Hours:  M/W/F 10:30-11:30; or by appointment. 
Required Books:

William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White, The Elements of Style.  Fourth Edition.
Lynne Truss, Eats, Shoots &  Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation
Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.  Sixth Edition.  

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785-1812.
Course Goals:


This course introduces beginning graduate students to the professional study of history.  Students will learn about the discipline of history and the historical profession, and how historians communicate with each other and a broader public.  You will learn how to find primary and secondary sources for your research, and to evaluate those sources critically.  By the end of the course, students will have written a historiographical paper demonstrating their familiarity with key secondary works and a broader historiography in their area of study.  Students must also have selected a potential thesis topic, and identified accessible archival collections to serve as the basis for their project.  Successful students will be equipped with the skills to conduct the primary and secondary research necessary to research, write, and complete their thesis or Plan B paper.       

Learning to write clear, intelligible, and engaging prose will be an essential component of this course.  Students are also expected to use the correct forms of footnotes and bibliographic citation.  All graded assignments must be turned in on time, and punctual attendance at class meetings is mandatory.  Specific instructions for assignments will be given in class.   
Grading:

Ulrich Summary: 10%

Finding Aids Report: 5%

Article Response Paper: 5%

Public History Institution Report: 5%

Historical Associations/ H-Net Discussion Groups Report: 5%

Book Review: 10%

Journal Report: 10%

Historiographical Paper: 20%

Thesis Proposal: 20%

Class Participation and Oral Reports: 10%

Each absence will reduce your final grade by 5%.  Tardiness will result in a 2% reduction of your final grade.

Students should keep copies of all graded work.  

Plagiarism:

The USU Honor Code prohibits academic dishonesty.  Plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty will result in an immediate F, and will be reported to the Dean of the College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences.  Other penalties may also be imposed at the Dean’s discretion. These include probation, suspension, expulsion, withholding of transcripts, denial or revocation of degrees, referral to psychological counseling, and other appropriate disciplinary actions.

Course Schedule:
Week 1

August 30

Course Introduction 
Week 2

September 6

Reading:
Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale
Due: 

Four-page summary of A Midwife’s Tale.  Discussion of book in class.



Statement of research interests and potential thesis topics
Week 3

September 13

Visit to Special Collections at USU Library – Brad Cole 
Due: 

Finding Aid Report
Week 4

September 20

Thinking and Writing about History

Readings:
Hayden White, excerpts from “The Burden of History” and “The Fictions of Factual Representation,” in Tropics of Discourse: Essays in Cultural Criticism.
Joyce Appleby, Lynn Hunt, and Margaret Jacob, “Introduction” and “Truth and Objectivity,” in Telling the Truth about History, p.1-12; 241-270. 

Wallace Stegner, “Looking Backward,” in Mormon Country, p. 227-235.
Due: 

Article Response Essay 

Week 5

September 27

Library Visit – John Walters 
Due:

Preliminary Bibliography
Week 6

October 4

Issues in Public History
Due: 

Museum, Archive, or Historic Site Report
Week 7

October 11

Due: 

Journal Review

Week 8

October 18

Becoming a Professional Historian; History as a Profession
Readings:
Peter Novick, “The Professionalization Project,” in That Noble Dream: The “Objectivity Question” and the American Historical Profession, p. 47-60.

Robert Orrill and Linn Shapiro, “From Bold Beginnings to an Uncertain Future: The Discipline of History and History Education,” American Historical Review, Vol. 110 (June 2005), p. 727-751.
Due: 

Reports on Historical Associations and H-Net discussion groups.  
Week 9

October 25

Due: 

Critical Book Review

Week 10

November 1

Oral History – Elaine Thatcher 

Due: 

Proposed Thesis Topic and Preliminary List of Archival Collections
Week 11

November 8

The Importance of Writing 
Readings:
Strunk and White, The Elements of Style 
Truss, Eats, Shoots & Leaves
Week 12

November 15

Research, Writing, and Consultation with Instructor

Week 13

November 22

Research, Writing, and Consultation with Instructor
Week 14

November 29

Historiographical Essay Due

Week 15

December 6

Critiques of Historiographical Papers
Week 16

December 13

Draft Thesis Proposal Due

Final Class Meeting
Note that this syllabus may be revised or altered by the instructor if necessary.  If so, an updated version will be available at the instructor’s homepage at the History Department website: http://www.usu.edu/history/faculty/culver/classesculver.htm
