HIST 1050

Modern Western Civilization
Peter Mentzel

Old Main 321 G

Office Hours: MW 12:30-1:30 and by appointment.

Tel.:  797-0147

email:  pmentzel@hass.usu.edu

Texts: 

R.R.Palmer, J. Coulton, and Lloyd Kramer,  A History of the Modern World
This course will examine the period from 1500 to the present by focusing on four revolutions:  The Protestant Reformation, the French Revolution, the Industrial Revolution, and the Russian Revolution.  Over the course of the semester, we will evaluate the ways in which these revolutions shaped the modern world.  

LECTURE AND READING SCHEDULE

Week I (8/29-9/2):

The Protestant Revolution

READINGS:
Chaps.  2-3

Week II (9/5-9/9):  

Absolutism

   



READINGS:
Chaps. 4-6





CLASS WILL NOT MEET SEPT. 5 (LABOR DAY)

Week III (9/12-9/16):
Faith and Reason

READINGS:
Chaps.  6-8

FIRST TEST SEPTEMBER 16

Week IV (9/19-9/23):

The French Revolution

READINGS:
Chaps.  9-10

Week V (9/26-9/30): 

The Industrial Revolution

READINGS:
Chap. 11

CLASS WILL NOT MEET SEPT. 30

Week VI (10/3-10/7):

Liberalism and its Challengers

READINGS:
Chap 12

Week VII (10/10-10/14):
Nationalism and the Nation State

READINGS:
Chaps. 13-4

SECOND TEST OCTOBER 14
Week VIII (10/17-10/21):
Imperialism

READINGS:
Chaps. 15-16

Week IX (10/24-10/28):
War and Revolution

READINGS:  Chaps.  17-18

Week X (10/31-11/4):
The Fragile Peace

READINGS:
Chaps. 19-20

THIRD TEST NOVEMBER 4
Week XI (11/7-11/11):  
Hot and Cold War

READINGS:
Chaps. 21-22

Week XII (11/14-11/18): 
The End of the Old Empires

READINGS:   Chap.  23 

Week XIII (11/21-11/25):     Doom and Hope

READINGS:  Chap. 24

NO CLASS MEETINGS NOVEMBER 23 & 25 (THANKSGIVING RECESS) 
Week XIV (11/28-12/2):  
Modernity and Post-Modernity
READINGS:  Chap. 25 

FOURTH TEST DECEMBER 2


Week XV (12/5-12/9): 
Concluding Remarks




NO READINGS THIS WEEK








FINAL EXAMINATION:  MONDAY DECEMBER 12, 9:30-11:20

COURSE WORK

Four tests (lowest grade dropped)

20 points each

total: 60 points

Final exam





         

         40 points

Total


         



       

       100 points

There will be four tests during the course, but the lowest grade of the four will be dropped.  The questions will all be drawn directly from the text book, but will focus on material covered in class.

The course tests, including the final exam, will consist of a combination of multiple choice and identification questions.  A satisfactory short answer would take three or four sentences:  One or two sentences to identify the person, place or thing and another one or two to indicate why that person, place or thing is of importance and/or interest.  You should include approximate (e.g. "late 19th c."  or "first half of the 17th c.")  dates when asked.

The final examination will be cumulative.  That is, you will be responsible for all of the material covered in the course.  

GRADING
Your grade in this course will calculated based on the total number of points you earn according to the following table:

A
93-100 points

A- 90-92 

B+
85-89

B
83-84

B- 80-82

C+
75-79

C
73-74

C- 70-72

D+
65-69

D
60-64

F
59 and fewer points

You will note that, according to university policy, there are no (A+( or (D-( grades.

MISCELLANEOUS
Attendance:  I do not require that you come to every class meeting but you are unlikely to do well in the course if you miss more than a few classes.  

Missed tests and Make-up tests:  Due to the large number of students enrolled in this course, I will NOT be giving any make-up tests (or early tests) except under extraordinary circumstances (see below).  If you miss a test it will receive an “F.”  Providing you receive no other failing grades on your tests, this F will simply be dropped as your lowest test grade.  NOTE:  I will give a make-up or early test if and only if the student was unable to take the test on its scheduled day due to participation in university business.    

Please Note:  If you have a disability which you feel will hinder your ability to complete satisfactorily the work for the course, please see me as soon as possible so that we can work out a solution.
