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History 2710: The United States, 1865-Present (Section 002)
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Fall 2005

T, Th 10:30-11:45 a.m.

FAV 150

Dr. Jennifer Ritterhouse

Office: Old Main 323J

Phone: 797-0917





Email: ritterhouse@hass.usu.edu

Office hours: T, Th 3-4 p.m. and 

by appointment

Teaching assistant: Robert Mills

This syllabus is available in large print, audio, and Braille format upon request.

Course Description:

This course explores the social, political, and cultural history of the United States from 1865 to the present. Major themes include the rise of a powerful federal government, the development of industries and changing place of business within American society, the emergence and impact of reform movements, and the relationship between foreign and domestic affairs. Above all, the course emphasizes the diversity of Americans’ experiences, interests, and beliefs in the last 135 years. We will discuss racial, ethnic, class, and gender differences and consider what difference they made in the lives of individuals and the shaping of American society and politics. At the same time, we will ask questions about American identity: what is an American? why have some people and ideas been labeled “un-American” while others have come to define the so-called “American dream”?

By exploring American history and identity, this course will help students become better-informed citizens who can think analytically about important political, economic, and social issues. To that end, course assignments require students not only to synthesize lectures, discussions, and readings, but also to analyze primary and secondary materials.
Course Objectives:

1. To familiarize students with key names, events, laws, trends, and issues in United States history from 1865 to the present.

2. To expose students to a wide range of historical sources such as speeches, letters, autobiographies, oral histories, photographs, legal documents, and historical fiction.

3. To teach students how to analyze these sources in the context of late nineteenth- and twentieth-century American history.

4. To improve students’ analytical abilities and written communication skills.

5. To fulfill goals set out by the Breadth American Institutions requirement, including computer and information literacy.

Required Books:

James L. Roark, et al. The American Promise: A History of the United States, Vol. II: From 1865 

(Compact edition)

Michael P. Johnson, ed., Reading the American Past: Selected Historical Documents, Vol. II 

from 1865 (abbreviated as RAP in course schedule)

Thomas Bell, Out of This Furnace: A Novel of Immigrant Labor in America
Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi OR Tim O'Brien, The Things They Carried

Requirements and Grading:

Paper #1 (1-2 pages, due Sept. 15) -- 5%

Note: Papers must be typed, double-

Paper #2 (4 pages, due Oct. 6) -- 15%

spaced, in a 12 pt. font, with one-inch 

Paper #3 (4-5 pages, due Nov. 22) -- 20%

margins. Late papers will be penalized 1/3 

of a letter grade for each day (M-F) past 

Midterm exam (15%)

 


the deadline.

Final exam (25%)





Web-based assignment (5%)

Quizzes, response papers and short assignments (15%)

Plagiarism policy:
Students should read the University’s rules concerning academic honesty, which can be found in the general catalog. Any cheating, falsification, or presentation of another’s work as your own will result in a failing grade in the course and might lead to even more serious consequences, such as suspension or expulsion. If you are uncertain whether something constitutes plagiarism, ASK ME. If you are considering plagiarism out of desperation, particularly over a deadline, TALK TO ME. I would much rather grant you an extension or help you with your work than fail you for cheating. However, be aware that I have failed students in the past.

Policy on incompletes:

University policy states that students can receive an “I” for the course only in the case of a verifiable serious illness or family emergency and only when a small amount of the coursework remains to be done. An incomplete cannot be used to avoid a poor grade.

Course Schedule:

Week 1

Aug. 30
Course introduction

Sept. 1

The U.S. in 1865

Reading: Begin reading Bell, Out of This Furnace, Part One for 1st paper
Week 2

Sept. 6

Reconstruction

Sept. 8

Reconstruction

Reading: American Promise, ch. 16; RAP, pp. 1-5, 9-12 and TBA

Week 3

Sept. 13
Business and Politics in the Gilded Age

Sept. 15
America Through the Eyes of Labor; 1st paper due at the beginning of class



Reading: American Promise, chs. 17, 18 & 19; RAP, 44-47

Week 4

Sept. 20
Populism

Sept. 22
TBA


Reading: American Promise, ch. 20; RAP, pp. 67-71; finish Bell, Out of This 

Furnace, Parts Two and Three for 2nd paper
Week 5

Sept. 27
Progressivism

Sept. 29
Progressivism


Reading: American Promise, ch. 21; RAP, pp. 86-101

Week 6

Oct. 4

U.S. Imperialism
Oct. 6

World War I; 2nd paper due at the beginning of class

Reading: American Promise, ch. 22; RAP, 81-84, 102-117
Week 7

Oct. 11

The 1920s

Oct. 13

MIDTERM


Reading: American Promise, ch. 23; RAP, pp. 126-134

Week 8

Oct. 18

The Great Crash and the New Deal

Oct. 20

The New Deal


Reading: American Promise, ch. 24; RAP, 135-145; begin reading Moody, 

Coming of Age in Mississippi OR O'Brien, The Things They Carried for 3rd paper

Week 9

Oct. 25

World War II
Oct. 27

World War II


Reading: American Promise, ch. 25; RAP, 153-159 and TBA
Week 10

Nov. 1

The Cold War 

Nov. 3

Web-based assignment TBA



Reading: American Promise, chs. 26 & 27; RAP, pp.172-184

Week 11

Nov. 8

The Civil Rights Movement

Nov. 10
JFK & LBJ



Reading: American Promise, ch. 28; RAP, pp. 196-200, 204-220

Week 12

Nov. 15
Vietnam

Nov. 17
Vietnam
Reading: American Promise, ch. 29; RAP, pp. 221-236

Week 13

Nov. 22
TBA; 3rd paper due at the beginning of class

Nov. 24
THANKSGIVING
Week 14

Nov. 29
The 1970s

Dec. 1

The 1980s


Reading: American Promise, chs. 30 & 31; RAP, pp. 238-254

Week 15

Dec. 6

The 1990s

Dec. 8

Course wrap-up



Reading: American Promise, ch. 32 and TBA

Final Exam
Thursday, Dec. 15, 9:30 a.m. in FAV 150
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