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History 4550: U.S. Women's History

[image: image1.jpg]



Fall 2005

T, Th 1:30-2:45 p.m.

Old Main 115

Dr. Jennifer Ritterhouse

Office: Old Main 323J

Phone: 797-0917



Email: ritterhouse@hass.usu.edu

Office hours: T, Th. 3-4 p.m. and by appointment
This syllabus is available in large print, audio, and Braille formats upon request.

Course Description:

This course focuses on the experiences of women in the American past and asks how our understanding of American history changes when we examine women’s public and private lives in addition to those of men. A key question throughout the course will be what difference does difference make? That is, how have women’s experiences differed along lines of class, race, ethnicity, and region and how have women interacted with one another across these differences? We will also consider changes over time in gender roles and gender ideologies, as well as in the sexual division of labor. Drawing on a variety of primary sources rooted in private life (diaries, letters, memoirs) as well as the history of social movements, we will emphasize above all women’s efforts to shape their own lives, their communities, and American society more generally.

Course Objectives:

1. To familiarize students with key names, events, laws, and issues in the history of American women and families.

2. To expose students, in reading and research assignments, to a wide range of historical sources such as letters, diaries, autobiographical accounts, legal documents, oral histories, and photographs.

3. To teach students how to analyze these sources in the context of women's history and gender studies.

4. To improve students’ written and oral communication skills.

Required Books:

Ellen Carol DuBois and Lynn Dumenil, Through Women's Eyes: An American History With Documents (abbreviated TWE in the course schedule; please bring this book to every class)

Requirements and Grading:

Attendance and participation in this class are crucial and will count for 10% of each student's grade. I may or may not take roll, but I will collect occasional in-class assignments as a measure of participation. I will also keep track of who is and is not prepared and who takes an active part in class and small-group discussions (although I won't allow anyone to dominate and talking just for the sake of talking will not earn anyone any points. What we're aiming for here is thoughtful discussion in which everyone feels comfortable to share ideas).

The course is divided into four units. Each of the first three units will culminate with an in-class quiz of some sort, designed mainly to make sure everyone "gets" what we've been covering. Quizzes are required but not graded; each counts for 5%. A short paper (3-5 pages) on each unit will be due one week after the quiz. These will be graded; the first one will count 10% and the other two will each count 15%. The schedule for the quizzes and papers is as follows:


Quiz #1, Sept. 22; Paper #1, due Sept. 29
Note: Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 


Quiz #2, Oct. 13, Paper #2, due Oct. 20
in a 12 pt. font, with one-inch margins. Late 


Quiz #3, Nov. 3; Paper #3, due Nov. 10
papers will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade







for each day (M-F) past the deadline

In the final unit, each student will work on an 8-10 page research paper on a topic of his or her own choosing. Research papers are due on the last day of class, December 8, and will count for 20%.
There will also be a final exam covering the final unit of the course, from the 1920s to the present. Like the quizzes, the final will involve short answer questions. Unlike the quizzes, it will probably also include an essay. The final will be worth 15%.

Policy on plagiarism:

Students should read the University’s rules concerning academic honesty, which can be found in the general catalog. Any cheating, falsification, or presentation of another’s work as your own will result in a failing grade in the course and might lead to even more serious consequences, such as suspension or expulsion. If you have any questions about whether something constitutes plagiarism, ASK ME. If you are contemplating plagiarism out of desperation, particularly over a deadline, TALK TO ME. I would much rather grant you an extension or help you with your work than fail you for cheating. However, be aware that I have failed students in the past.

Policy on incompletes:

University policy states that students can receive an “I” for the course only in the case of a verifiable serious illness or family emergency and only when a small amount of the coursework remains to be done. An incomplete cannot be used to avoid a poor grade.

Course Schedule:

Week 1

Aug. 30
Course introduction

Sept. 1

Why women's history?


Reading: TWE, "Introduction for Students," pp. xxv-xxxiii

Week 2

Sept. 6

Encounters in the New World
Sept. 8 
The Southern Colonies


Reading: TWE, ch. 1

Week 3

Sept. 13 
The Middle Colonies and New England
Sept. 15
The American Revolution



Reading: TWE, ch. 2

Week 4

Sept. 20
Republican Motherhood
Sept. 22
Discussion: A Midwife's Tale; Quiz #1



Reading: Chapters from Ulrich, A Midwife's Tale (on reserve)

Week 5

Sept. 27
Separate Spheres and the "Cult of True Womanhood"
Sept. 29
The Lady and the Mill Girl; Paper #1 due at the beginning of class


Reading: TWE, ch. 3

Week 6

Oct. 4

Women and Slavery

Oct. 6

Abolitionism and women's rights


Reading: TWE, ch. 4



Week 7

Oct. 11

The Civil War and Reconstruction

Oct. 13 
Video: "Ida B. Wells: A Passion for Justice"; Quiz #2



Reading: TWE, ch. 5
Week 8

Oct. 18

Westward expansion, western diversity

Oct. 20

Mormon women; Paper #2 due at the beginning of class


Reading: TWE, ch. 6 and TBA

Week 9

Oct. 25

Industrialization and immigration
Oct. 27 
Progressivism



Reading: TWE, ch. 7

Week 10

Nov. 1

The Woman Suffrage Movement
Nov. 3

Library Day; Quiz #3



Reading: TBA

Week 11

Nov. 8

The 1920s; Paper topics and preliminary bibliographies will be due

Nov. 10
The Great Depression and the New Deal; Paper #3 due at the beginning of class



Reading: TWE, ch. 8

Week 12

Nov. 15
World War II

Nov. 17
Discussion: TBA



Reading: TBA

Week 13

Nov. 22
The Feminine Mystique

Nov. 24
Thanksgiving


Reading: TWE, Ch. 9
Week 14

Nov. 29
Origins of the Women's Movement


Dec. 1

The Women's Movement



Reading: TWE, Ch. 10

Week 15

Dec. 6

Culture Wars

Dec. 8

Course wrap-up; Final Paper Due


Reading: TBA

Final Exam
Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 11:30 a.m. in Old Main 115
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