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LATN  3100 -   Cicero, The Catilinarian Orations     Fall 2005

Utah State University



  
Dept of History

Class: MWF 12:30-1:20 in MAIN 323L


Office:  Main 323D

Instructor:  Dr. Susan O.  Shapiro

     
Office Phone:  797-2091

Office hrs:  MWF 1:30-2:20 and by appointment
shapiros@hass.usu.edu

Description and Goals:  LATN 3100 is a first course in reading Latin prose.   This semester we will be reading selections from Cicero's four Orations Against Catiline.  Catiline was a renegade noble who led an unsuccessful conspiracy to overthrow the Roman Republic in the year 63 B.C.  We will read selections from Cicero's The First Catilinarian Oration, perhaps his most famous work, and from the Third Catilinarian Oration, in which he explains how he managed to outsmart and capture five of Catiline's top co-conspirators.  We will also read some historical essays to help us understand the Catilinarian conspiracy in its historical context.


The primary goal for the course is to help you make the transition from studying Latin grammar to reading real Latin prose.  For many students, this transition can be quite difficult.  Most students find that the third  semester of Latin is the most difficult Latin class they will ever encounter.  To help make the transition as smooth as possible, we will be doing some grammar review (using Bennett's Latin Grammar) and reading Cicero's Latin slowly and carefully.   We will also do a fair amount of sight reading, which is a wonderful way to improve your facility with Latin. The process of moving from grammar lessons to reading real Latin will not be completely painless, I'm afraid, but it is an essential step (perhaps THE essential step) in learning Latin.  And you will feel terrific when you are able to read Cicero's prose with accuracy, grace, and a certain amount of speed.


The second goal for the class is to understand the historical context in which the Catilinarian conspiracy occurred, and why it almost succeeded.  We will read and discuss several historical essays throughout the semester.  

A final goal for the class is to help you understand that Latin was once a living, spoken language that was used as a powerful means of oral communication.  We will read Latin out loud in every class, and each student will perform a short passage from one of the Catilinarian Orations at the end of the semester.

Required Texts:
Charles E. Bennett, New Latin Grammar (Bolchazy-Carducci)

Karl Frerichs, Cicero's First Catilinarian Oration (Bolchazy-Carducci)

Susan O. Shapiro, O Tempora!  O Mores!  Cicero's Catilinarian Orations:  A Student Edition with Historical Essays  (University of Oklahoma Press)

Structure:  There will be four exams, approximately one every four weeks.  The exams will cover translation (both prepared and sight), grammar, and material from the historical essays.  The last exam will be held during finals week, but it will not be a cumulative final.  There will be no quizzes and no written homework.  Students will also read several historical essays and participate in class discussions about them.  At the end of the semester each student will perform a short selection from the Catilinarians in front of the class.

Grading:  grades for the course will be determined as follows:

4 Exams 


20% each


80%

Latin reading and oral performance


10%

Class attendance and participation


10%







          100%

The grading scale will be:   A (100-93);  A- (92-90);  B+ (89-88);  B (87-83);  B- (82-80); and similarly for the C and D range.  F represents a grade below 60.  There will be no curving of grades.

Makeups:  Makeup exams will not  normally be given.  Exams can be made up only in case of a serious medical emergency (prior notification and doctor's note required).
Class Format:  On Mondays and Wednesdays we will generally translate prepared passages from Cicero's Catilinarian Orations, taking care to read the Latin out loud, translate it accurately and discuss any grammar questions that may arise.  Students may write out a translation if they wish, or take notes on vocabulary.  In no instance, however, will students be allowed to read their translations in class.  Prepared class translations will be exactly that:  translations prepared at home but translated freshly in class.  This does not mean that you should try to translate Cicero at sight; on the contrary, I expect your translations to be carefully and meticulously prepared.  But re-translating the passages in class is an excellent way to solidify one's knowledge of the material.  During the first 3 weeks we will also review selected topics in Latin grammar, using Bennett.  Most Fridays will be devoted to class discussions on the Historical Essays and sight reading Latin passages as a group.  As noted above, sight translation is a great way to strengthen your reading ability and build good reading habits.  And it can be a lot of fun.
Attendance and Class Participation:  Class attendance and participation are extremely important and count for ten percent of your grade.  I expect you to come every day with your translation prepared or history reading completed.  The length of assignments per class does vary, but you should expect to spend 1 to 2 hours in preparation for each class.  Excessive absences (i.e. more than 3 unexcused absences), poor preparation of translations or lackluster participation in the historical discussions will result in a low class participation grade.

Academic Honesty:  As students, teachers, and scholars, we are engaged in the pursuit of truth, and this endeavor demands high standards of personal honesty.  Membership in the academic and professional community requires a trust based upon integrity of the written and spoken word.  Thus, cheating of any kind will not be tolerated in this class.  If you have any questions about what plagiarism is or what constitutes unauthorized assistance, please do not hesitate to ask me.  

This information is available in Braille and large type format upon request.
Final Note:  Because every class is to some extent a work in progress, this syllabus is subject to change.  Students are responsible for incorporating into this syllabus any and all  changes that have been announced in class.

LATN 3100:   TENTATIVE ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE ON THE SPECIFIED DAY

Week 1    

M
 8/29 - Introduction;  Intro to Bennett and Sight Translation

W
 8/31 - Nouns and Adjs (Bennett) and Cat. 1.1

F
 9/2 - Finite verbs: indicative active & passive and  Cat 1.2

Week 2 

M
 9/5 - Labor Day - No Class
W
 9/7 - Infinitives (Bennett) and Cat 1.3

F
 9/9 - Participles and Cat 1.4

Week 3 

M
 9/12 - Subjunctive Forms (Bennett) and Cat 1.5

W
 9/14 - Uses of the subjunctive (independent clauses); catch up

F
 9/16 - Historical Essay 2.1; Sight Translation

Week 4 

M
 9/19 - Last Day to Drop w/out notation on transcript; Subjunctive uses 

(dependent clauses); Cat. 1.6

W
 9/21 - Historical Essay 2.2 and Sight Translation

F
 9/23 -  Review

Week 5 

M
 9/26 - Exam 1  

W
 9/28 - Cat 1.7

F
 9/30 - Cat 1.8

Week 6 

M
 10/3 - Cat 1.9

W
 10/5 - Cat 1.10

F
 10/7 - Historical Essay 2.3; Sight Translation

Week 7 

M
 10/10 - Cat 1.11 

W
 10/12 - Cat 1.12

F
 10/14 - Historical Essay 2.4; Sight Translation

Week 8 

M
 10/17 - Cat 1.13

W
 10/19 - Cat 1.14

F
 10/21 - Sight Translation and Review

Week 9 

M
 10/24 - Exam 2

W
 10/26 - Cat 3.5

F
 10/28 - Historical Essay 2.5 and Sight Translation

Week 10 

M
 10/31 - Cat 3.6

W
 11/2 - Cat 3.7

F
 11/4 - Historical Essay 2.6 and Sight Translation

Week 11 

M
 11/7 - Cat 3.8

W
 11/9 - Cat 3.9

F
 11/11 - Historical Essay 2.7 and Sight Translation
Week 12 

M
 11/14 - Cat 3.10

W
 11/16 - Cat 3.11

F
 11/18 - Sight Translation and Review

Week 13 

M
11/21 - Exam 3

W
 11/23 - Thanksgiving Break

F
 11/25 - Thanksgiving Break

Week 14 

M
 11/28 - Cat 3.12

W
 11/30 - Cat 3.13

F
 12/2 - Historical Essay 2.8 and Sight Translation
Week 15

M
12/5 - Cat 3.14

W
 12/7 - Historical Essay 2.9 and Oral Performance

F
 12/9- Oral Performance 

Exam Week

W
 12/14 - Exam 4 @ 11:30- 1:20 PM

