USU 1320


Ancient Civilization and Religion

Spring 2005

Time:

M W F  2:30 – 3:20 in ESLC 046

Instructor:
Ms Alice Chapman


Email: To be announced


Office: Main 323-J


Phone: To be announced


Office Hours: 3:30 – 5:30 M W (or by appointment)
Teaching

Assistant:
Trent Nelson


Undergraduate 

Teaching

Fellows:
Charles Oughton and David Harmon




Required
1.  P. Rogers, Aspects of Western Civilization, vol. 1, 5th ed. (Prentice Hall Press).

Texts:

2.  Video tapes on reserve at library.  Mandatory viewing as assigned.

Purpose:
Ancient Civilization and Religion is designed as a survey course.  This means that you will gain an overview of the development of civilizations, their history and religions.  The focus will primarily be Western, but will also include Mesopotamia, the Egyptians and the rise of Islam.  In addition, this course will introduce you to using primary source material.  Finally, you will learn about historical events, religious beliefs and customs which have shaped the world as we know it.

This course is a survey which means that it moves fast and covers a large amount of material in a short time.  In addition to the three lectures per week, there is written work, reading assignments and mandatory video viewing.  If you have limited time this semester or have several other classes with heavy workloads, consider your priorities and make choices accordingly.  During lectures, I will do my best to help you with explanations, handouts, maps, and other materials.  You are encouraged to come and see me during my office hours if you have questions.  However, you are responsible for doing your part, i.e. keeping up on the reading, coming to class and taking notes.  There is no substitute for attending lectures.

Note:  This course will discuss religious topics and issues as the subject of intellectual examination.  This is not a doctrine class.  If you are unable or unwilling to study religion from different points of view, please reconsider taking this course.

 

Class

It is important, especially in a large class, to show consideration to your fellow students.  Decorum:
Please do your very best to arrive on time.  If you must arrive late, come in quietly and if

you have to leave early, sit close to the door and leave as quietly as possible.  Do not show up and expect to read your newspaper in class and please, for the sake of the human race, turn off your cell phones before coming to class!  Things will run much more easily for all of us if we operate on a system of mutual respect.


Class

This is a lecture course.  That primarily means, you show up and I talk. During specified
Procedures:
lecture times your main job is to take notes.  However, during review sessions, discussion

and questions are invited and encouraged.  In addition, on certain days, you will work in small groups and discuss each other’s papers in peer review groups.  These short papers count toward your final grade and are assigned in addition to the exams and the reading.  You will also be required to keep a study portfolio with running lists of vocabulary, maps, handouts, and copies of the essays you will write during the semester.  


Exams and 
Your overall final grade for this course will be based on three elements: exams; essays; and
Grading: 
a combined grade consisting of your study portfolio and participation during peer review. 

There are two exams for this class, a midterm and a final exam.  On the midterm, you may earn 100 points; the final exam is not cumulative and is worth 200 points.  The second part of the course consists of four short essays.  Each essay is worth 50 points as long as it is turned in, if it is not turned in, it counts as a zero.  In addition, you will receive points for assignments relating to your study portfolio which will be checked four times during the semester, each time earning 25 points.  Finally, your participation in your peer review groups is worth 25 points per meeting and there will be four meetings throughout the semester.  Each of these three elements is explained in detail below.  The grading scale is as follows: if you receive 93% or more of the total points, you will earn an ‘A’;  90% an ‘A-’ and so forth.  There will be no curving of grades. 

 

Grading
A (100-93) 
B+ (89-88)
C+ (79-78)
D+ (69-68)
*‘A+’ and ‘D-’ are recorded by 

Scale:

A- (92-90)
B   (87-83)
C   (77-73)
D   (67-63)
the university as ‘A’ or ‘D’.

B- (82-80)
C- (72-70)
F below 60


Note:

Please take note, it is your responsibility to keep all graded work which is returned to you

in case there is a discrepancy in grading.  This work should be kept in your study portfolio.


Make-ups:
Exams can be made up only under the following conditions.

1. Prior notice is given.

2. Proof of a valid excuse is provided, for example, a note from a doctor.

3. Missed work must be completed within one week of the original due date. (In all circumstances I am open to discussion but you MUST come and see me.  Communication is the key.)

Note: No make-up final exams and no early finals are given.  If you miss an exam it counts as a zero.


Exams:

There will be two exams for this course, one midterm worth 100 points and one final exam

which is worth 200 points.  Exams include: objective questions; short answer; map identification and essay questions.  The final exam is a second exam rather than a cumulative final.  However, essay questions on the final exam may ask you to incorporate material from any part of the course.


Essay Papers and
**Please note: Attendance on peer review days is mandatory.**
Peer Review:
During the semester you will write four short essay papers, each earning you 50 points if it

is turned in and a zero if it is not.  Late papers cannot be accepted.  Papers must be typed and do not need to be longer than two pages.  Essay topics will be given one week before due date of each essay.  On the day your essay is due, you must bring THREE (3) copies.  One copy will go to me and the other two copies to members in your peer review group.  During class on the designated day, you will be given two papers written by other students which you will read and assess.  You will be given a grading grid which will guide you in evaluating the papers of your fellow students.  A brief discussion about the papers within your group will follow.  You are not expected to determine a grade, your job is to read and evaluate the papers in your group.  The purpose of this is to teach you how to read critically, asking questions about content, evidence and style.  In the process you will learn more about how to write, and about your own writing.  This process will also assist you with essays for the midterm and final exams.  For further assistance with your writing, you can consult the following Writing Guide composed by Professor Damen.  The Writing Guide can be found on the web at the following link:

http://www.usu.edu/markdamen/WritingGuide/00intro.htm.  (Note: the 00 are zeros).

Participation in peer review group is worth 25 points per session so if you participate you automatically receive 25 points.  However, if you do not show up for class on a peer review day, you will lose the 25 points for participation as well as the 50 points for your essay.  As a result, missing even a single paper and peer review session can jeopardize your grade!  So plan ahead and be prepared.  If you have a legitimate reason for missing class on a peer review day, you need to speak to me about a make-up.

Study

Yet another reason to come to peer review days is the fact that your study portfolio will be

Portfolio:
checked on that day.  You will find vocabulary terms listed on the assignment schedule for

each section of the course.  These terms need to be defined and placed in your study portfolio.  In addition, you will need to keep track of maps and handouts that I give you.  A three-ring binder seems to work well for a portfolio.  That way you can add sheets to sections.  For example, you will need to place your essays into your portfolio once you have completed them.

The vocabulary terms are designed to help you with your essays, therefore, you should complete these before you write your essays.  Portfolios will be checked on peer review days while you are evaluating papers in your groups.  Your teaching assistant and I will check to make sure you have done your vocabulary for that section and to ensure you have the necessary maps and handouts.  Study portfolios will be worth 25 points for each time they are checked.


Study Habits:
Keep up with the readings, plan ahead for essays and exams.  See me immediately if you

are having trouble.

Attendance:
Come to lectures.  This is the best way to stay informed and follow the pace of the course.


Academic
Academic dishonesty of any kind will be prosecuted.  Do not cheat or copy other people’s

Honesty:
work. See page 110 of the Schedule of Classes for further explanations on what constitutes

academic dishonesty and what the possible penalties are.



Note:

This syllabus is subject to revision at the discretion of the instructor, provided that verbal

or written notice is given.


Deadlines:
Please put these dates in your calendar now.

January 28
Peer Review Day  1  [portfolios checked]

February 11 
Peer Review Day  2  [portfolios checked]

March 04
Midterm Exam

April 01
Peer Review Day  3  [portfolios checked]

April 15
Peer Review Day  4  [portfolios checked]

April 29
Final Exam 1:30 – 3:20 P.M.



USU 1320: Assignment Schedule

Rogers= Aspects of Western Civilization

*Note: Readings are due on the date of the corresponding lecture.

Section I:  Ancient Near East; Egypt; Hebrew Scripture
Section I Vocabulary:

Mesopotamia


pharaoh 

Hebrew Prophets         Yahweh



Babylonia


Akhenaten

decalogue

Abraham

cuneiform


ziggurat

covenant

flood stories

Code of Hammurabi

Torah


kingdoms of Israel and Judah

Epic of Gilgamesh


Week 1


Lecture Topic





Readings Due
M
1/10

Introduction





-- --

W
1/12

Ancient Mesopotamia: Flood Stories and the 
Rogers 3-14

Epic of Gilgamesh









F
1/14

Ancient Egypt I: Pharaohs and faith


Rogers 15-28


Week 2
M
1/17

NO CLASSES: Martin Luther King Jr Holiday

W
1/19

Ancient Egypt II: Move to Monotheism

(video assignment)

F
1/21

Hebrew Scriptures I: Creation Stories

Rogers 29-40
Week 3
M
1/24

Hebrew Scriptures II: People and Texts

Rogers 41-53

W
1/26

Film: Dead Sea Scrolls
F
1/28

Peer Review Day 1  [portfolios checked]
Section II:  Ancient Greece

Section II Vocabulary:
Homer


Persian Wars

Sophocles


Delphi

Aristotle


polis


Herodotus
         
Peloponnesian War

Athens

Plato



hoplite


Acropolis          
Parthenon


Sparta

Olympia

oligarchy 

Thucydides

Doric, Ionic, & Corinthian 
Alexander the Great

democracy

Gods (list name and function of major Gods)



Week 4

M
1/31

Early Greeks I: Gods and Society


Rogers 57-83

W
2/2

Early Greeks II: Homer, Heroes and Gods

Rogers 84-91

F
2/4

Classical Greece: The Greek Polis:


Rogers 95-108

Two ways of life; Athens and Sparta


Week 5

M
2/7

Film: Classical Greek Culture 


Rogers  121-131

W
2/9

Post Classical Greece:




Legacy of Greek Philosophy Plato and Aristotle
Rogers 134-136; 155-169

F
2/11

Peer Review Day 2  [portfolios checked]

Section III:  Ancient Rome
Section III Vocabulary:








Senate


Augustus
Diocletian 

Visigoths

Council of Nicea

Phoenicians

Princeps
Constantine

Vandals

synoptic gospels

Etruscans

Julius Caesar
epicureanism

Augustine

Arianism

Hannibal

virtus

stoicism

Benedict of Nursia 
Monophysites 

Punic Wars

Cicero

Roman mystery cults
Pontifex Maximus
Jesus of Nazareth
Week 6

M
2/14

Origins of Rome: 




Rogers 173-186

Roman Republic and Virtue


W
2/16

Cicero: On Duties: Concept of the citizen 

(In class handout)

F
2/18

Julius Caesar: End of the Republic


Rogers 190-201

Week 7

M
2/21

NO CLASSES: President’s Day

W
2/23

Augustus: Power, Authority and Divine Rule
Rogers 202-214


F
2/25

Rome Roman State Religion and Mystery Cults
Rogers
 218-220
Week 8

M
2/28

Art in the Western World: Rome

W
3/2

Review Session for Midterm Exam 

F
3/4

Midterm Exam
Week 9

M
3/7

Roman Religion and the Rise of Christianity

Rogers 221-231

W
3/9

Spread of Christianity:





Christianizing the Roman Empire


Rogers 232-237

F
3/11

Early Development of Christian Doctrine

Rogers 238-251

Week 10

M – F
3/14 – 3/18
NO CLASSES: Spring Break

Section IV:  Early Middle Ages
Section IV Vocabulary:
Theodoric the Ostrogoth 
Charlemagne


feudalism

Bede



Vikings


Carolingian Renaissance
serf


Alcuin

Charles Martel


capitularies


vassal


penitential system

Clovis



St Columba


fealty


Islam

Donation of Pepin (Pippin)
Cluny



Gregory the Great
Mohammed

Franks

Week 11


M
3/21

Decline and Fall of Rome



Rogers 271-274 & 278-286

W
3/23

Byzantium in the East




Rogers 293-304



F
3/25

Rise of Islam





Rogers 304-313


Week 12
M
3/28

Charlemagne and the Church



Rogers 313-321

Images: Adoration or Veneration?

W
3/30

Carolingian Renaissance: 



Rogers 321-329




Manuscripts and Writing

F
4/1

Peer Review Day 3  [portfolios checked]
Section V:  Central Middle Ages
Section V Vocabulary:

Gregory VII


Crusades (general)

knight


Bernard of Clairvaux

Investiture controversy
First Crusade (specific)
saints


Cistercians

Theory of the two swords
Canossa


The Sentences

Dominicans



lay investiture


Urban II


Peter Lombard

Franciscans


Concordat of Worms

Henry IV


University of Paris
Papal monarchy


Papal primacy


William the Conqueror
Decretum Gratiani


Week 13

M
4/4

Society and the Church in the West


Rogers 361-367

W
4/6

Investiture Controversy



Rogers 344-351

F
4/8

Monks: Ecclesiastical Reform and Chant

Rogers 352-359

Week 14

M
4/11

Medieval Thought: Rise of Universities 

Rogers 367-377



W
4/13

Religious Conflict:




Rogers 330- 343

The Crusades and the Fall of Byzantium





F
4/15

Peer Review Day 4  [portfolios checked]

Section VI: The Later Middle Ages

Section VI Vocabulary:
Holy Roman Empire

William of Ockham

nominalism

goliardic poetry


Joan of Arc


Wars of the Roses

realism


The Canterbury Tales

indulgences


Avignon


Roger Bacon



Thomas Aquinas

heresy



John Wycliffe



conciliarist


Black Death
Week 15

M
4/18

Black Death





Rogers 387-399

W
4/20

Heresy






(In class handout)

F
4/22

Crisis of the Papacy: Avignon

 
Rogers 378-386

Week 16

M
4/25

Into the Renaissance

W
4/27

Review Session for Final Exam
Final Exam
April 29  1:30-3:20
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