Hist 3220

Medieval European Civilization
Spring 2005

Time:

M W F  8:30 – 9:20 in Main 301 

Instructor:
Ms Alice Chapman


Email: To be announced


Office: Main 323-J


Phone: To be announced


Office Hours: 3:30 – 5:30 M W (or by appointment)



Required
1.  P. Geary, Readings in Medieval History, 3rd ed. (Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview

Texts:
     Press, 2003).

2. C. Hollister  J. Bennett, Medieval Europe a Short History, 9th ed. (New York, NY:

McGrawHill, 2002).


Purpose:
This course surveys the political, intellectual and cultural history of the Middle Ages from  

the waning of the Roman Empire to the beginning of the 15th century.  There are three major goals of this course.  First, you will gain an historical overview of the events which took place during Middle Ages.  Second, you will acquire a vocabulary and frame of reference for thinking, writing and talking about the Middle Ages.  Third, you will learn how to assess historical sources, ask critical questions and evaluate documentary evidence from primary sources.


Procedures:
In order to achieve the goals outlined above, you will be asked to do many things that will

allow you to begin to teach yourselves.  The beginning of this process involves focused reading and attention to sources, writing about your findings and gaining the tools you need to express yourself.  This class requires dedication and is writing intensive.  If you have limited time or several other classes which have heavy work loads, please consider your options and make choices accordingly.


Tests and
Your overall final grade for this course will be based on three elements: exams; essays; Grading: 
and a combined grade consisting of your medieval portfolio and participation.  There are

two exams for this class, a midterm and a final.  On the midterm, you may earn 100 points; the final exam is worth 200 points.  The second part of the course consists of essays, four short essays and one long essay, for a total of five essays.  Each short essay is worth 50 points and the long essay is worth 100 points.  In addition, you will receive points for assignments relating to your medieval portfolio which will be checked five times during the semester, each time earning you 25 points.  Finally, your participation in your peer discussion groups is worth 25 points per meeting and there will be five meetings throughout the semester.  Each of the three elements is explained in detail below.  The grading scale is as follows: if you receive 93% or more of the total points, you will earn an ‘A’;  90% an ‘A-’ and so forth.  There is no curving of grades.


Grading
A (100-93) 
B+ (89-88)
C+ (79-78)
D+ (69-68) 
*‘A+’ and ‘D-’ are recorded by

Scale:

A- (92-90)
B   (87-83)
C   (77-73)
D   (67-63)
the university as ‘A’ or ‘D’.

B- (82-80)
C- (72-70)
F below 60


Note:

Please take note, it is your responsibility to keep all graded work which is returned to you

in case there is a discrepancy in grading.  This work should be kept in your medieval portfolio.

Make-ups:
Exams can be made up only under the following conditions.

1. Prior notice is given.

2. Proof of a valid excuse is provided, for example, a note from a doctor.

3. Missed work must be completed within one week of the original due date. (In all circumstances I am open to discussion but you MUST come and see me.  Communication is the key.)

Note: No make-up final exams and no early finals are given.  If you miss an exam it counts as a zero.

Essay Papers and
**Please note: Attendance on peer review days is mandatory.**
Peer Review:
During the semester you will write four short essay papers, each earning you 50 points if it 

is turned in and a zero if it is not.  Late papers cannot be accepted.  Papers must be typed and do not need to be longer than three pages.  Essay topics will be given well in advance of the due date for each essay.  On the day your essay is due, you must bring three copies.  One copy will go to me so and the other two copies to members in your peer review group.  During class on designated days, you will be given two papers written by other students which you will read and assess.  In addition, will be given a grading grid which will guide you in evaluating the papers of your fellow students.  A brief discussion about the papers within your group will follow.  You are not expected to determine a grade, your job is to read and evaluate the papers in your group.  The purpose of this is to teach you how to read critically, asking questions about content, evidence and style.  In the process you will learn more history, about how to write history, and about your own writing.  This process will also assist you with essays for the midterm and final exams.  Please note that if you have a legitimate reason for missing class on a peer review day, you need to speak to me about a make-up.
The long essay is designed to be a summation essay.  You will incorporate several aspects of the course which you have learned throughout the semester.  Topics for the essay will be discussed later in the semester.  However, the essay should be approximately four pages typed and no longer than five pages and is worth 100 points.  The summation essay is due at the beginning of class on April 22 and you will meet with your peer review groups on that day for the final time.  You only need to bring TWO (2) copies of your summation essay.  Please give one copy of your essay to me directly and keep one copy for your peer review discussion group.


Essay 

For each of your essays, you will be assigned a primary source reading from the Geary Content: 
text. You will also need to incorporate some secondary source material into the text of each

essay.  This means that you will need to read what scholars have written about the primary source text and take their opinions and expertise into consideration when composing your own essay.  I will place some articles on electronic reserve and you will need to read these before you write your essays.  I will explain this process further in class.  For assistance with your writing, you can consult the following Writing Guide composed by Professor Damen.  The Writing Guide can be found on the web at the following link:

http://www.usu.edu/markdamen/WritingGuide/00intro.htm.  (Note: the 00 are zeros).


Participation:
Participation in peer review group is worth 25 points per session so if you participate you automatically receive 25 points.  However, if you do not show up for class on a peer review day, you will lose the 25 points for participation as well as the 50 points for your essay.  As a result, missing even a single paper and peer review session can jeopardize your grade.  Peer review groups will also meet periodically during the semester as focused discussion groups.  On discussion group days you will sit with your group and discuss one of the primary sources texts from the Readings in Medieval History by P. Geary.  You will have already completed the reading assignment by the time you come to class.  After I give an introduction to the reading, you will divide into your groups and discuss the text.  On group discussion days the only thing you need to do is to have completed the reading assignment.  The three days designated as practicum also count toward your final participation grade.


Medieval
Another reason you must come to peer review days is the fact that your medieval portfolios

Portfolio:
will be checked on that day.  You will find vocabulary terms for each section of the course

listed on the assignment schedule.  These terms need to be defined and placed in your medieval portfolio.  In addition, you will need to keep track of maps, handouts and other materials that I give you.  A three-ring binder seems to work well for a portfolio.  That way you can add sheets to sections.  For example, you will need to place your essays into your portfolio once you have completed them.

The vocabulary terms are designed to help you with your essays, therefore, you should complete these before you write your essays.  Portfolios will be checked on peer review days and while you are reading and discussing papers in your groups, I will come around to check your portfolios to make sure you have completed the vocabulary and to ensure you have the necessary maps and handouts.  Medieval portfolios will earn you 25 points for each time they are checked.


Practicum:
During the semester there will be three practical classes, each called a  practicum.  These classes will count as part of your overall participation grade and thus, they are not optional.

However, I hope these classes will a bit of a change and some fun!  Note that no reading is due on these days.  The first practicum will be a library and citation day in which we will go to the library and look at journals, electronic media and other academic resources.  The second practicum will be a manuscript writing day.  Our classroom will be transformed into a scriptorium and we will become scribes for the day to practice our Latin palaeography skills.  The final practicum will involve music, the structure of the Mass and the monastic office.  The liturgy was an integral facet of life in the middle ages and the monastic office formed the structure of the monk’s day.  I will bring different CD’s for you to listen to and you will sing some Latin chant yourselves!  I hope these classes will be interesting and give you a glimpse into some aspects of medieval life.  In addition, the library practicum will give you practical experience in finding medieval and academic resources.


Study Habits:
Keep up with the readings, plan ahead for essays and exams.  See me immediately if you

are having trouble.

Attendance:
Come to lectures.  This is the best way to stay informed and follow the pace of the course.


Academic
I am sure that I do not need to say this but, do not cheat or copy work done by other Honesty: 
people.  You must quote or cite the sources you use in your writing.  Please see page 110

of the Schedule of Classes for further explanations on what constitutes academic dishonesty and what the possible penalties are.


Note:

This syllabus is subject to revision at the discretion of the instructor, provided that verbal

or written notice is given.

Deadlines:
January 28
Peer Review Day  1  [portfolios checked]

February 18 
Peer Review Day  2  [portfolios checked]

March 07
Peer Review Day  3  [portfolios checked]

March 11
Midterm Exam

April 08
Peer Review Day  4  [portfolios checked]

April 22
Peer Review Day  5 – Summation Essay Due [portfolios checked]

April 29
Final Exam 7:30 – 9:20 A.M.


Hist 3220:  Assignment Schedule
ME = Medieval Europe
Geary = Readings in Medieval History
Note: Readings are due on the date of the corresponding lecture

Section I:  Ancient Rome meets Christianity
Section I Vocabulary:

Diocletian 

Visigoths

Byzantium


Council of Nicea

Constantine

Vandals

St Augustine


synoptic gospels

St Columba

Lombards

Benedict of Nursia

Monophysites 

St Patrick

Franks


Rule of St Benedict

Arianism

Scots


Anglo-Saxons

St Augustine of Canterbury 
Jesus of Nazareth











auricular confession

Week 1


Lecture Topic





Readings Due
M
1/10

Introduction





-- --

W
1/12

Ancient Rome and the Rise of Christianity

ME 1-30

F
1/14

Waning of the West: Northern Invasions

ME 41-48; Geary 69-82


Week 2
M
1/17

NO CLASSES: Martin Luther King Jr Holiday

W
1/19

Early Christian Thought: Augustine


Geary 29-60

(peer discussion groups)

F
1/21

 Byzantium: Remnant of the Roman Empire

ME 49-64
Week 3
M
1/24

The Face of Western Europe: Franks; Lombards
ME 65-74; AND




Visigoths; Anglo Saxons; and Scots


Geary 120-128; 139-167

W
1/26

Early Medieval Church: Rise of Monasticism
ME 74-78; Geary 168-198
F
1/28

Peer Review Day 1 [portfolios checked]
Section II: Early Middle ages 500-1000
Section II Vocabulary:
Theodoric the Ostrogoth 
Charlemagne


feudalism

Bede



Vikings


Carolingian Renaissance
serf


Alcuin

Charles Martel


capitularies


vassal


penitential system

Clovis



Cluny



fealty


Islam

Merovingians


Carolingians


Gregory the Great
Mohammed
Week 4

M
1/31

Practicum: Library Skills Day 

W
2/2

Gregory the Great to Anglo-Saxon England

ME 78-85 AND

The Venerable Bede 




Geary 224-235; 199-219

F
2/4

Rise of Islam





ME 86-101
Week 5

M
2/7

Merovingians to Carolingians



ME 102-110

W
2/9

Charlemagne and the Church



ME 110-120; Geary 282-296




Images: Adoration or Veneration?

F
2/11

 Carolingian Renaissance:



ME 121-124; Geary 297-320

Manuscripts and Writing

Week 6

M
2/14

Practicum: (scriptorium nobis) Manuscript Writing 

W
2/16

Carolingian Empire Fragments: Rise of Feudalism
ME 125-136; Geary 236-261




Danes invade England: King Alfred’s resistance

F
2/18

Peer Review Day 2 [portfolios checked]


Section III: Central Middle Ages 1000-1300

Section III Vocabulary:

Gregory VII


Crusades (general)

knight


Bernard of Clairvaux

Investiture controversy
First Crusade (specific)
saints


Cistercians

Theory of the two swords
Canossa


The Sentences

Dominicans



lay investiture


Urban II


Peter Lombard

Franciscans


Concordat of Worms

Henry IV


University of Paris
Papal monarchy


Papal primacy


William the Conqueror
Normans

Decretum Gratiani


Week 7

M
2/21

NO CLASSES: President’s Day

W
2/23

Social Relationships Develop: Communes;

ME 155-176; Geary 386-392

Charters and Feudal Contracts

F
2/25

Elements of  Society:




Guilds; Knights and Courtly Love


ME 176-187; Geary 321-327 
Week 8

M
2/28

Reformers seize the papacy: 



ME 203-210 and 242-248

Gregorian Reforms

W
3/2

Investiture Wars: The Ring and Staff


Geary 608-635

F
3/4

The Papacy: Primacy to Monarchy


ME 256-267 AND




[To the Fourth Lateran Council]


Geary 443-469; 787-789

Week 9

M
3/7

Peer Review Day 3 [portfolios checked]
W
3/9

Wrap-up and Review

F
3/11

Midterm Exam


Week 10

M – F
3/14 – 3/18
NO CLASSES: Spring Break

Week 11


M
3/21

Practicum: Sacred Liturgy and the Monastic Office

W
3/23

Paths to God I: Personal Piety:


ME 188-196;  Geary360-370

Orthodoxy and Heresy

F
3/25

Paths to God II: Monastic Piety


ME 197-203; Geary 350-359

[Bernard of Clairvaux: Reformer and Monk]


(peer discussion groups)

Week 12
M
3/28

The Crusades I: God, Piety and Holy War
      
ME 217-231; Geary 418-425 

W
3/30

The Crusades II: Quest for Jerusalem


ME 232-241; Geary 425-442

F
4/1

Concepts of God: Anselm to Aquinas

Geary 336-349; 493-508

Week 13
M
4/4

12th Century Renaissance:



ME 248-251; 292-322

Canon Law, Gothic Art and the




Rise of the University 

W
4/6

Mendicants and Friars: 



ME 210-216; Geary 470-490

Dominicans and Franciscans
F
4/8

Peer Review Day 4 [portfolios checked]
Section IV: Later Middle Ages 1300-1500 
Section IV Vocabulary:
Holy Roman Empire

William of Ockham

nominalism

goliardic poetry


Joan of Arc


Wars of the Roses

realism


The Canterbury Tales

indulgences


Avignon


Roger Bacon



Thomas Aquinas

heresy



John Wycliffe



conciliarist


Black Death


Week 14

M
4/11

Famine and Black Death:



ME 323-336




Welcome to the Fourteenth Century


W
4/13

Late Medieval Thought:

Realism to Nominalism and William of Ockham
(in class handout)

F
4/15

Rise of the State: Marsilius of Padua


ME 346; Geary 545-566

Week 15

M
4/18

France and England: 100 Years’ War and

ME 347-356; Geary 716-757

English Civil War

W
4/20

The Papacy: From Zenith to Crisis 


ME 252-267; 337-345
The Avignon Papacy and the consiliarists

Geary 815-823

F
4/22

Peer Review Day 5 – Summation Essay Due  [portfolios checked]

 




Week 16

M
4/25

Art: Classical Revival; Literature: Turn to Vernacular
ME 367-384

W
4/27

Review Session for Final Exam
Final Exam
April 29  7:30-9:20 A.M.
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