History 6430: American Southwest Borderlands Graduate Seminar

Spring 2005

4:30pm-7:00pm Thursdays, Old Main 323-L

Professor Lawrence Culver, Department of History

Email: lawrence.culver@usu.edu

Phone: 797-3101
Office: Old Main 321-L
Office Hours:  M/W/F 10:30-11:30, or by appointment.  

This graduate seminar will examine the American Southwest and U.S.-Mexico Borderlands from the precontact era to the present, and the movement of the border and border peoples during the Spanish, Mexican, and U.S. eras.  The modern era will have a geographic focus on the states of the U.S.-Mexico Borderland, with a special emphasis on the history of Mexican Americans.   This course is designed as a broad reading seminar, informing students about the history of the region, the evolution of Southwest Borderlands historiography, and recent scholarship in the field.     

Books Available at USU Bookstore:

William deBuys, Enchantment and Exploitation: The Life and Hard Times of a New 
Mexico Mountain Range
Sarah Deutsch, No Separate Refuge: Culture, Class and Gender on an Anglo-Hispanic Frontier 
in the American Southwest, 1880-1940

Neil Foley, The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture

Matt Garcia, A World of Its Own: Race, Labor, and Citrus in the Making of Greater Los Angeles, 
1900-1970
David G. Gutiérrez, Walls and Mirrors: Mexican Americans, Mexican Immigrants, and the 
Politics of Ethnicity
Ramón A. Gutiérrez, When Jesus Came, the Corn Mothers Went Away: Marriage, Sexuality, and 
Power in New Mexico, 1500-1846
D.W. Meining, Southwest: Three Peoples in Geographic Change, 1600-1970
Douglas Monroy, Thrown Among Strangers: The Making of Mexican Culture in Frontier 
California

Juan Mora-Torres, The Making of the Mexican Border: The State, Capitalism, and Society in 
Nuevo Leon, 1848-1910

Cynthia Radding, Wandering Peoples: Colonialism, Ethnic Spaces, and Ecological Frontiers in 
Northwestern Mexico, 1700-1850 

George J. Sánchez, Becoming Mexican-American: Ethnicity, Culture and Identity in Chicano Los 
Angeles, 1900-1945
David J. Weber, The Spanish Frontier in North America
Chris Wilson, The Myth of Santa Fe: Creating a Modern Regional Tradition
Readings Available Online at USU Library Course Reserves:

Jeremy Adelman and Stephen Aron, “From Borderlands to Borders: Empires, Nation-States, and 
the Peoples in Between in North American History,” American Historical Review, 104 (1999), 814-841. 

“Forum on Adelman and Aron, ‘From Borderlands to Borders’,” American Historical Review, 
104 (1999), 1221-1239. 
Herbert Eugene Bolton, “The Epic of Greater America” (1929) and “Defensive Spanish 
Expansion and the Significance of the Borderlands” (1932)

Alison Freese, ed., “Pueblo Responses to Ramon Gutierrez's When Jesus Came, the Corn 
Mothers Went Away,” American Indian Culture and Research Journal, 17 (1993), 141-77. 

Assignments and Grading:

Leading Class Discussion (15%)
Each of you will be responsible for facilitating class discussion at least once during the course of the semester. That responsibility will involve placing the book and any other weekly readings in their historiographical context, elucidating the author’s thesis and major points, analyzing the author’s use of sources, and assessing the book’s contribution to the literature, as well as its limitations.
Weekly Discussion Questions (15%)
Each participant in the seminar should email at least five substantial discussion questions based on the weekly readings to me by the Wednesday before class.  We will use these as a means to facilitate our class discussions.
Class Participation (15%)
This is a graduate seminar, and its quality and effectiveness will be determined by the contribution each participant makes to the class.  Regular attendance and informed participation in our weekly conversations are essential for a good participation grade.      
Three Book/Weekly Readings Review Papers (10% Each – 30% Total)
Each of these 4 to 6-page papers should be a substantive review of a book assigned for this seminar (and any other class readings assigned for that week).  One of these review papers will be based on the readings for the week you lead class discussion.  You can choose the other two books and any associated weekly readings you wish to review.  Your book review should state the author’s thesis and major points, examine their use of sources, and offer your critique of the book’s strengths and weaknesses.  Book reviews are due in class the week following our discussion of that book. 
Final Comparative Paper (25%)
For this 16 to 18-page paper, you will select five books (a series of scholarly journal articles can be substituted for one of the books) which are connected thematically, addressing a subject of interest to you.  Two of the books can be titles we have discussed in class.  You should discuss possible books or articles with me well in advance of the final paper’s due date.  As in your book review papers, your paper should summarize and critique each book, but should analyze them comparatively, considering how each approaches the subject or theme and contributes to your understanding of it.  Each student will do a short presentation on their independent readings and turn in their paper at our final class meeting on April 28th.   
Course Schedule
January 13

Week 1: Introduction to Seminar

January 20

Week 2: Conceptualizing the Field and Region

Jeremy Adelman and Stephen Aron, “From Borderlands to Borders: Empires, Nation-States, and 
the Peoples in Between in North American History,” American Historical Review, 104 
(1999), 814-841. 
“Forum on Adelman and Aron, ‘From Borderlands to Borders’,” American Historical Review, 
104 (1999), 1221-1239. 

Herbert Eugene Bolton, “The Epic of Greater America” (1929) and “Defensive Spanish 
Expansion and the Significance of the Borderlands” (1932)

D.W. Meining, Southwest: Three Peoples in Geographic Change, 1600-1970
January 27

Week 3: The Course of Spanish Empire in the Southwest

David J. Weber, The Spanish Frontier in North America
February 3

Week 4: The Pueblo Experience

Ramón A. Gutiérrez, When Jesus Came, the Corn Mothers Went Away: Marriage, Sexuality, and 
Power in New Mexico, 1500-1846
Alison Freese, ed., “Pueblo Responses to Ramon Gutierrez's When Jesus Came, the Corn 
Mothers Went Away,” American Indian Culture and Research Journal, 17 (1993), 141-77. 
February 10

Week 5: Frontiers and Environments in the Mexican North
Cynthia Radding, Wandering Peoples: Colonialism, Ethnic Spaces, and Ecological Frontiers in 
Northwestern Mexico, 1700-1850 

February 17

Week 6: California from the Missions through Annexation

Douglas Monroy, Thrown Among Strangers: The Making of Mexican Culture in Frontier 
California

February 24

Week 7: Environment and Tri-Cultural New Mexico

William deBuys, Enchantment and Exploitation: The Life and Hard Times of a New Mexico 
Mountain Range
March 3

Week 8: Form Borderland to Bordered Land

Juan Mora-Torres, The Making of the Mexican Border: The State, Capitalism, and Society in 
Nuevo Leon, 1848-1910

March 10

Week 9: Inventing the Southwest

Chris Wilson, The Myth of Santa Fe: Creating a Modern Regional Tradition
March 17

Week 10: SPRING BREAK

March 24

Week 11: Labor and Gender in the Southwest
Sarah Deutsch, No Separate Refuge: Culture, Class and Gender on an Anglo-Hispanic Frontier 
in the American Southwest, 1880-1940
March 31

Week 12: Labor, Race, and Culture in Texas and California 

Neil Foley, The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture

OR
Matt Garcia, A World of Its Own: Race, Labor, and Citrus in the Making of Greater Los Angeles, 
1900-1970
*Select Final Paper Topics and Turn in List of Books or Articles

April 7

Week 13: Identity, Community, and Assimilation  

George J. Sánchez, Becoming Mexican-American: Ethnicity, Culture and Identity in Chicano Los 
Angeles, 1900-1945
April 14

Week 14: Contemporary Immigration and Politics 

David G. Gutiérrez, Walls and Mirrors: Mexican Americans, Mexican Immigrants, and the 
Politics of Ethnicity
April 21

Week 15: No class – work on final papers.
April 28

Week 16: Class Presentations.  Final papers due.   
