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HIST 4600 

History of the American West to 1900

Spring 2005

BUS 218, MWF 2:30 – 3:20 pm

Dr. Colleen O'Neill





Email: colleen.oneill@usu.edu
Office: Old Main 321E (in the WHQ office) 


Phone: 797-1297

Office Hours: Wed. 3:30 – 4:30 pm 

and by appointment



Course Description
This course will examine the history of the US West, both thematically and chronologically, beginning with the pre-colonial Indigenous communities and ending with the dramatic cultural and economic transformations of the late 19th century. Many of us are familiar with images of pioneers journeying West struggling against formidable environmental and human obstacles.  Yet, that story becomes much more complicated when we consider its larger cultural, economic and political context.  In this course, we will explore those complex stories, including both the development of US colonial power as well as the histories of those who contested Americans’ territorial claims.  Ours will be a multi-cultural examination of this struggle over land, labor and culture.  
Upon completion of this class students will: 


· understand the political, economic and cultural implications of U.S. western expansion.

· appreciate the ways that gender shaped systems of power and cultural experience
· compare the histories of major ethnic and racial groups in the US West and comprehend what made their experiences similar, and/or unique, and why. 

· understand the global forces that influenced the development of the West.
· Improve critical thinking skills through analysis of a variety of texts, including historical documents and visual materials. 

· employ those insights to construct historical arguments. 
You will be required to read the assigned readings, attend video showings, and come to class prepared to integrate what you have learned in class discussions. Attending class is very important! What we discuss in class will not be easy to "look-up" in a textbook or on a website.  It is your responsibility to participate in creating a dynamic and respectful intellectual climate by coming to class on time, prepared, and ready to discuss the assigned readings. 
Please note:

Plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated. According to USU policy, plagiarism is “knowingly representing, by paraphrase or direct quotation, the published or unpublished work of another person as one's own in any academic exercise or activity without full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes the unacknowledged used of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.” Please see the USU academic affairs website for a description of penalties (which are severe) and for more information. URL:  http://www.usu.edu/aia/ACADEMIC/syllabusres.cfm#plagiarism

Assignments and Grading:
1. Critical book review of either Jesús F. De LaTeja’s, San Antonio De Bexar or James P. Ronda’s, Lewis and Clark Among the Indians.  (2000-2500 words typed and double spaced) (100 points).

2. Mid term (100 points) 


3. Final  (100 points)

4. Discussion papers:  (65 points) You will be required to hand in one short paper each week as a response to one of the week’s readings.  In each paper you will either discuss the historical significance of a primary document or critically respond to a historical essay.  Each paper should be between 250-300 words, typed and double spaced.  Papers are due on the day the reading is assigned. In order to gain full credit, your paper must be well written and include the following: 

· Briefly note the main point of the reading. If the reading is a historical document then you should note when, why it was written and by whom. 

· If you are writing about a historical document, note why it is important and what it reveals about the historical period or event.

· Note your criticisms or questions and raise larger issues inspired by the readings. If you have a question about a particular fact, please ask in class or talk to me afterwards. You might use this assignment as a kind of "intellectual diary" if you are so inclined. (pondering larger questions, making connections to other classes, the world around you, politics, culture, etc).   But, please stick to the readings and do not wander too far from the topic.  
Your discussion paper grade is up to you.  Each is worth 5 points and you may turn in up to 13 (no more than one per week) for 65 points total.  Incomplete or poorly written papers will receive no credit.  I will not accept them prior to class if you are planning to skip class for a personal or non-USU sponsored event. The point is to encourage class participation, to encourage class discussion and to help you keep up with the readings. I will accept make-up papers if you must miss class to attend a USU sponsored event. Please see me in advance to make arrangements. In the event that you miss a class due to illness, I will accept make-ups accompanied with a verifiable doctor's excuse. 
  Required Books
1. Jesús F. De LaTeja, San Antonio De Bexar: A Community on New Spain’s Northern Frontier (Albuquerque:  University of New Mexico Press, 1995).
2. James P. Ronda, Lewis and Clark Among the Indians (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1984).
3. Colin Calloway, Our Hearts Fell to the Ground: Plains Indian Views of How the West Was Lost (Boston: Bedford Books, 1996).
4. Clyde Milner, et al., Major Problems in the History of the American West (NY: Houghton Mifflin, 1997) .
Reading Assignment Schedule

January 10:
Introductions
January 12:
Where is the West?  What is the West?  Whose West is it? 

Reading:  “Defining the West and Its History,” Major Problems, 1-5, 9-33.
Pre-colonial West
January 14:
American Indian Cultures and Economies: the Pacific 



Northwestern Coast

Reading: 
(on reserve) Richard D. Daugherty, “People of the Salmon,” 49-83.
January 17:
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (no classes)

January 19:
Guest Lecture:  Dr. Patricia Limerick

January 21:
American Indian Cultures and Economies: the Southwest 

Reading: (on reserve) Ramón Gutiérrez, “The Pueblo Indian World in the Sixteenth Century,” 29-49.
January 24:
American Indian Cultures and Economies: the Great Plains and the Great Basin 

Reading: Colin Calloway, Our Hearts Fell to the Ground, Plains Indian Views of How the West Was Lost, 1-8, 31-36, 71-88.

Conquest and Colonialism in the West
January 26:
Why the Spanish?

Reading: Jesús F. De LaTeja, San Antonio De Bexar, 3-48.
January 28:
Film:  Surviving Columbus 

Reading: Jesús F. De LaTeja, San Antonio De Bexar, 75-117.
January 31:
Spanish Colonial Culture 

Reading: Jesús F. De LaTeja, San Antonio De Bexar, 119-160.
February 2:
Class Discussion of De La Teja, San Antonio De Bexar.
February 4:
The Missions and the Indians 
Reading: Albert Hurtado, “Sexuality in Early California’s Franciscan Missions:  Cultural Perceptions and Sad Realities,” in Major Problems, 69-81.

(on reserve) documents:  “Conversion and Profit in the Mission System” and “An Indians’s View of Mission Life,” pages 30-37.
February 7:
Developing Markets:  Horse Cultures
Reading: 
Colin Calloway, Our Hearts Fell to the Ground, Plains Indian Views of How the West Was Lost, 37—55.


“Wolf Calf (Piegan) Describes the Arrival of Horses...” Major Problems, 86. 
Paper due on Jesús F. De LaTeja, San Antonio De Bexar
February 9:
Developing Markets: The Fur Trade 
Reading: 
Sylvia Van Kirk, “Native Women in Canadian Fur Trade Society,” Major Problems, 96-102.

Ronda, Lewis and Clark among the Indians, 1-66
February 11:
US Expansion and the Impact on American Indians: Lewis and Clark 

Reading:
Ronda, Lewis and Clark among the Indians, 67-112
February 14:
Discussion of Ronda, Lewis and Clark Among the Indians
Reading:
Ronda, Lewis and Clark among the Indians, 163-255.
February 16:
Texas and the Legacies of the Mexican War

Reading:  “Legacy of Acquisition,” in Major Problems, 157-162
Thomas R. Hietala, “The Myths of Manifest Destiny,” in Major Problems, 181. 
“John C. Calhoun Opposes Incorporating Mexico, 1848,” and “John A. Dix Advocates Expansion onto Mexican Lands,” in Major Problems, 160-163.

February 18:
Film:  The War for the Borderlands 

Paper on Ronda, Lewis and Clark Among the Indians due
February 21:
No Class 
February 22:
Review for mid term exam
February 23:
Mid Term
February 25:
Film:  Nobody's Girls: Five Women of the West.

Race, Ethnicity and Economic Transformations
February 28:
Film: Nobody's Girls: Five Women of the West, part 2 / discussion
March 2:
The Gold Rush
Reading: 
 (on reserve) “Indians Encounter Miners,” “Miners Encounter Farmers,” and “Black Miners in California.”
March 4:
Chinese Migration 
Reading: “Testimonies Designed to Limit Chinese Immigration, 1876,”“Augustus Layres Endorses Chinese Immigration, 1876,” and “Huang  Zunxian Expresses the Chinese Perspective in Poetry,” in Major Problems 274-279.”

March 7:
Film:  Our Ancestors 
March 9:
Railroads 
Reading: W. Thomas White, “Race, Ethnicity and Gender in the Northwest Railroad Workforce, 1893-1912,” in Major Problems,  318 – 327.
March 11:
Cattle Industry
Reading:  (on reserve) William Cronon, “Annihilating Space:  Meat.”
March 14 -18: 
Spring Break 
March 21: 
Extractive Industries: Logging and Corporate Mining

March 23: 
Federal Land Policy:  Homestead Act and Overland Migration

Reading: 
John D. Unruh, Jr. “The Federal Government’s Aid to Overland Emigrants,” in Major Problems, 142-156.


“Impression of the Overland Journey from Vincent Geiger and Wakeman Bryarly, 1849,” in Major Problems, 126-127.


“Jorgen and Otto Jorgensen Remember the Decision to Homestead in Montana, 1906,” “Elinore Stewart Advocates Homesteading for Women, 1913,” and “The Bell Family Tried Dry Farming,” in Major Problems, 354-359.
March 25:
Film:  A Jury of Her Peers
March 28:
Indian Policy and Indian Wars, part 1: 


Reading:  Our Hearts Fell to the Ground, 8-30.
March 30:
Indian Policy and Indian Wars, part 2: 

Reading:
Our Hearts Fell to the Ground, 89-110, 150-181.
April 1:
The General Allotment (Dawes) Act

Reading:
“John Stands-in-Timber and Ella C. Deloria Recall the Early Days of Reservation Farming, 1877-1910,” in Major Problems, 349-351.


David Rich Lewis, “Farming and the Northern Ute Experience,” in Major Problems, 359-370.
April 4:
 Film:  The West: The Geography of Hope
April 6:
“Buffalo Bill” and the creation of the Western Myth 
Reading:
“Theodore Roosevelt Describes Cowboy-Land, 1893,” in Major Problems, 203. 
Richard White, “Outlaw Gangs and Social Bandits,” in Major Problems, 222-238. 
April 8:
Western Populism, radicalism and labor movements
Reading: Gunther Peck, ‘“Old’ Radicals and ‘New’ Immigrants in Bingham, Utah,” in Major Problems, 328 – 339.
April 11:
Film:  Joe Hill 
April 13:
Black Communities in the West 

Reading: (on reserve) “An African American’s Cowboy’s Life, 327-331.
(on reserve) Donald Grinde and Quintard Taylor, “Slaves, Freedman and Native Americans in Indian Territory (Oklahoma), 1865-1907,” 288-300.

April 15:
The Ghost Dance and Wounded Knee

Reading:  Our Hearts Fell to the Ground, 182-204.
April 18:
Film: The West: The Ghost Dance 
April 20:
The West in a global framework
Reading: John Whitehead, “Hawai’i:  The First and Last Far West?” in Major Problems 182-194. 
“Queen Liliuokalani’s Statement at Her Trial for Treason, 1895,” in Major Problems, 164-165.
April 22:
Lingering Western Mythology

Reading: 
“John Wayne Receives a Congressional Gold Medal, 1979; The 
Duke: ‘More than Just a Hero,” in Major Problems, 527-528.


“Ralph Lauren Builds His Ranch in Colorado,” in Major Problems, 530-532.


Anne Butler, “Selling the Popular Myth,” in Major Problems, 541-555.
April 25:
Last Day of Class/ Review

Final Exam:  Friday, April 29 at 1:30 pm
