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SLAVERY IN THE ATLANTIC WORLD

HIST 3670
http://www.usu.edu/history/faculty/sanders/classessanders.htm

Spring term 2005








Tuesdays, Thursdays  10:30 AM - 11:45 AM


  

Family Life 115
Dr. James Sanders

Office:  323-E Old Main

Office hours:  Tuesdays, Thursdays 8:30 – 10:00 and by appointment

E-mail:  jsanders@hass.usu.edu
Phone: 797-1294

Course Description


Slavery is a tragic part of the shared histories of all American societies.  Most students have some notion of U.S. slavery and its abolition, but little sense that this is not a unique history, but also the past of British, French, Spanish, and Portuguese America. This course will introduce students to the centrality of slavery for the formation of American societies and the broader Atlantic World of the 15th through 19th centuries.

We will begin by examining the origins of slavery in Europe and Africa and its transplantation to the New World.  Then the course shifts to understanding the economic, social, cultural, familial and political lives of slaves and freedpeople in the Americas.  The last third of the course treats abolition, especially the role Africans and African-Americans played in the struggles for their own emancipation. 



Throughout the course we will be comparing the difference in slavery across distinct cultures and economies:  the Spanish mainland, Portuguese Brazil, the Spanish Caribbean, the English Sugar Islands, the French Caribbean, and the United States.  Beyond simple comparison, we will stress the connected nature of the Atlantic World.

REQUIRED TEXTS

There are four books and electronic reserve readings.  The electronic reserve readings are quite lengthy – be prepared!  The books are available at the campus bookstore.  The electronic reserves you can access from the USU library home page (library.usu.edu) and clicking the “Course Reserves” link.  The password is san3670.
Barnet, Miguel.  Biography of a Runaway Slave.  Willimantic:  Curbstone Press, 1994.

Forster, Elborg and Robert Forster, eds.  Sugar and Slavery, Family and Race:  The Letters and Diary of Pierre Dessalles, Planter in Martinique, 1808-1856.  Baltimore:  The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996.

Gates, Henry Lewis, ed.  The Classic Slave Narratives.  New York: Mentor, 1987.

James, C.L.R.  The Black Jacobins:  Toussaint L’Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution.  New York:  Vintage, 1963.

EVALUATION

Class participation - 20%

Pop quizzes and map test - 10%

5 essays interpreting historical documents - 30%

Midterm - 15%

Final Exam - 25%


 The essays will be 2-3 page responses to the assigned readings.  Students will read critically and analyze a problem in either a secondary or primary text and make an argument to support their position.  A specific assignment will be given out for each essay at least a week before the assignment is due.  You must attend class regularly or you will miss the assignments.  To encourage experimentation, I will drop the lowest essay grade.   Papers must be given to the instructor directly.  As we will discuss your papers in class, late papers will not be accepted if you attend the class discussion.  If you miss one paper, that paper grade will be dropped and a late paper will not be accepted.  If you miss a second paper, late papers will be accepted, but will receive an extreme penalty.    

Quizzes are based on the week’s readings.  I will drop your lowest quiz grade.  Missed quizzes cannot be taken later.


The tests will be essay and short answer format.    

Student participation is central to the success of the goals of this course.  Without participation you rob your classmates of the opportunity to benefit from your ideas and you yourself do not polish your skills in analyzing information and relating your conclusions in a comprehensible form to others.   Missed classes will strongly affect your participation grade.  

A Note on Plagiarism


Plagiarism is taking another person's ideas and claiming them as your own.  This includes both copying directly from another work or taking the idea from that work without giving the author recognition with a citation.  Paraphrasing without a citation is still plagiarism.  Similarly, citing a work, and then copying directly without quotation marks or even almost directly (paraphrasing too closely), is plagiarism. Plagiarists will receive an F and be reported to the Dean.

Disability Resource Center

If accommodations for the course are needed, students should contact the Disability Resource Center, located in the University Inn, Room 101: (435)797-2444 and (435)797-0740, Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READINGS

* on electronic reserve

January 11 - Introduction to the History of Slavery

No readings.

January 13 – Old World Slavery until 1500 

Readings:  *1) “Diogo Gomes’ Account of his Voyages,” in New Iberian World, v.1 (New York:  Times Books, 1984), 241-246.

*2)  “The Establishment of the Fort of São Jorge da Mina,” in New Iberian World, v.1, 246-249.

*3) “Duarte Pacheco on the Fortress of São Jorge da Mina,” in New Iberian World, v.1, 249-250.

January 18 – Slavery in Africa
Readings: *1) Quobna Ottobah Cugoano, Thoughts and Sentiments on the Evil of Slavery (New York: Penguin Books, 1999), 12-17, 25-28.

2) Equiano, "The Interesting Narrative,” in The Classic Slave Narratives, 29-46.

January 20 - Africa, the Slave Trade, and the Middle Passage   - MAP TEST!
Readings:  1) Equiano, "The Interesting Narrative,” in The Classic Slave Narratives, 46-98.

*2) “Afonso of Kongo:  The Evils of the Slave Trade,” in Intellectual Traditions of Pre-Colonial Africa (Boston:  McGraw Hill, 1998), 356-358.

January 25 - Why Africans and Why Slavery?  Early Experiments with Indians and European Indentured Servants

Readings:  Equiano, "The Interesting Narrative,” in The Classic Slave Narratives, 99-151.

January 27 – The Economics of Slavery
Readings:  Equiano, "The Interesting Narrative,” in The Classic Slave Narratives, 151-183.
February 1 – Slavery and Capitalism  - PAPER ONE DUE!
Readings:  1) Equiano, "The Interesting Narrative,” in The Classic Slave Narratives, 204-227

*2) Philip D. Curtin, “Capitalism , Feudalism, and Sugar Planting in Brazil,” in The Rise and Fall of the Plantation Complex:  Essays in Atlantic History.  Second Edition (Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1998), 46-57.

February 3 – The Plantation
Readings:  *1)  Eric Williams, "King Sugar," in From Columbus to Castro (New York: Vintage, 1970), 111-135.

*2) “The Masters and the Slaves:  A Frenchman’s Account of Society in Rural Pernambuco Early in the Nineteenth Century” in Conrad, Children of God’s Fire, 63-71.
February 8 – The Masters
Readings: Letters # 21, 33, 34, 35, 37, 40, 43, 44, 47, 49, 53, 54 and Diary entries for 1 January 1837 to 19 March 1837 and 12 August 1837 to 31 December 1837 in Sugar and Slavery, Family and Race:  The Letters and Diary of Pierre Dessalles, eds. Forster and Forster, 46-47, 55-62, 65-74, 91-100, 110-117.

February 10 –  Everyday Life and Death – PAPER TWO DUE!
Readings:  Mary Prince, "The History of Mary Prince, a West Indian Slave, Related by Herself," in The Classic Slave Narratives,183-238.
February 15 – Everyday Life and Death II

Readings:  Miguel Barnet, Biography of a Runaway Slave (Willimantic:  Curbstone Press, 1994), 17-43.

February 17 – Regimes of Terror
Readings:  Linda Brent [Harriet Jacobs], "Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl," in The Classic Slave Narratives, 445-499.
February 22 – NO CLASS


Monday classes meet today!

February 24 - Regimes of Terror II
Readings: 1) Linda Brent [Harriet Jacobs], "Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl," in The Classic Slave Narratives, 499-549.
*2) "Slave Life on a Plantation in the Province of Rio de Janeiro in the Late Nineteenth Century," in Conrad, Children of God's Fire, 79-86.


*3) ""This, Then, Is Not a Crime," The Trial of a Coffee Planter Accused of Brutal Punishments," in Conrad, Children of God's Fire, 305-314.

March 1 - Slavery in the Atlantic World
Readings:  Frederick Douglas, "Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas," in The Classic Slave Narratives, 339-383.

March 3 – Comparisons: The Slave System in the Americas – PAPER THREE DUE!
Readings:  Frederick Douglas, "Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas," in The Classic Slave Narratives, 383-436.
March 8 – MID-TERM

No Readings.
March 10 - Everyday Forms of Slave Resistance
Readings: Barnet, Biography of a Runaway Slave, 44-57.

March 15 and March 17 – No classes.  Spring Break.
March 22 – Maroons

Readings:  *1) John Stedman, Stedman’s Suriname:  Life in an Eighteenth-Century Slave Society (Baltimore:  John Hopkins University Press, 1992), 25-39, 200-217.

*2) “The Great Seventeenth-Century Quilombo of Palmares:  A Chronicle of War and Peace,” in Conrad,  Children of God’s Fire, 366-377.

March 24 – Slave Revolts

Readings:  *1) ""The Slaves' View of Slavery," A Plantation Rebellion Near Ilheus, Bahia, and the Rebels' Written Demands for a Settlement," in Conrad, Children of God's Fire, 397-400.

2) James, The Black Jacobins, 3-61.

March 29 – FILM:  La Ultima Cena (The Last Supper), dir. Tomás Gutiérrez Alea
No readings.

March 31 - FILM:  La Ultima Cena (The Last Supper), dir. Tomás Gutiérrez Alea
No readings.

April 5 - An Explosion of Light: The Haitian Revolution – PAPER FOUR DUE!
Readings:  James, The Black Jacobins, 62-117.

April 7 – The Haitian Revolution II

Readings:  James, The Black Jacobins, 118-198.
April 12 – Abolition of Slavery in the British Caribbean

No readings.

April 14 – Abolition and aftermath in the French Caribbean – PAPER FIVE DUE!
Readings:  Diary entries for 1848 in Sugar and Slavery, Family and Race:  The Letters and Diary of Pierre Dessalles, Forster and Forster, eds., 205-234.

April 19 – Abolition in the United States and South America
Readings:  *1) Alfred M. Green, "Let Us Take Up the Sword," in The Voice of Black America, 249-250.

*2) Frederick Douglass, "The Mission of the War," in The Voice of Black America, 283-300.

April 21 – Final Abolition in Cuba and Brazil
Readings:  Barnet, Biography of a Runaway Slave, 61-70, 79-84, 99-105, 151-200.
April 26 - Post-Emancipation: Dreams Deferred and Review
Optional Reading:  *Carolina Maria de Jesus, Child of the Dark: The Diary of Carolina Maria de Jesus (New York:  Signet Classic, 2003) 17-43.  

May 3 (Tuesday) - FINAL EXAM – 9:30 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.  

