DATA-BASED DECISIONS
Department of Journalism & Communication, 2006-07

The JCOM Department conducted interviews with exiting senior students and had a roundtable discussion with its professional advisors in spring 2007. The discussions were wide-ranging and frank. They focused on what the department is doing well, and what it could be doing better. (See “Outcomes Data” under the departmental assessment link.

Based on the feedback from students and professionals, the JCOM Department has taken the following actions:

1. Submitted the necessary paperwork to the university Educational Policies Committee (EPC) to eliminate JCOM 4000, Senior Seminar.

2. Submitted the necessary paperwork to EPC to expand Intro to Online Journalism, JCOM 2160, to 3 credits, from 2, and to expand its content to include basic design for Web and print; visual digital skills; and creation of professional Web pages and portfolios.

3. The loss of Senior Seminar will eliminate a requirement that senior students submit a professional portfolio for review by faculty. Assuming that the changes submitted to the EPC are approved, this loss will be replaced by the department sponsoring a “portfolio review day” once each semester. Students would be invited to submit portfolios and resumes for review by faculty and industry professionals.

4. Changes in the JCOM 2160 course to include basic Web design skills will allow the JCOM 5210 Multimedia course to shift its focus toward the higher end of Web skills.

