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Report for Academic Year 2007-08

Professors Mike Professor, Penny Professor and Troy Professor of the JCOM department played host to a round-table discussion April 25 with exiting JCOM majors from the public relations, print, and broadcasting sequences about their experiences. The results of these discussions are presented below.

Professor: Could you tell me whether you thought that the journalism curriculum that you got at USU prepared you adequately for you internship? 

Student #1:  Definitely. It was at the radio station. Anything writing related that I learned in the journalism department, especially the writing, correlated perfectly with what they wanted done. It was like being in a real-world working situation, and that’s basically the preparation I got here. I was learning how to write for the news world and for the media so definitely the right environment for preparing me just perfectly for the radio internship.  

Professor: Anything that you didn’t think you were ready to do?

Student #1: Because I hadn’t taken any radio classes in the journalism department, there were a couple of minor things, but that would be the only thing and that was because I hadn’t taken the radio courses that are offered here, but other than that no,  

Professor: We only have one and that is a special topics class

Student #2: I think it mostly helped. I have an internship with the Washington Post Express, the commuter daily the Washington Post puts out.  It’s a free tabloid put out and available on the subway.  I was mostly prepared, I was fine writing, deadline wise.  I would like to see a little more emphasis on things like Quark and InDesign.  Maybe a whole class, maybe even just an optional class because if you don’t get an editorial position on the Statesman, you really don’t learn that stuff.  We spent a week on it in my copy editing class and I don’t think that’s long enough.  

Professor: You are expected to know that as a reporter? What was your position?

#2:  It’s frequently asked for.  I’ve been trying to apply for jobs and that’s always listed as a plus on any sort of job listing. This kind of experience is helpful.  So I would like to have a familiarity with those programs.  In that case as my internship, I didn’t use it a whole lot.  There was mostly a layout guy for that but it was useful when I was copy editing things to be able to know how to fix stuff.  And you can’t really begin to fix stuff if you don’t have a fluency in these programs, and so I had to ask a lot of questions about what Apple shortcut do I use to do x and y, and I would have like to have known that going in.  I think one thing that might be helpful is some kind of interviewed critique at any time during the journalism program. I feel that our writing gets supervised constantly in every class, we turn in these stories we get critiqued on our writing but what our professors never see and what they never really comment on is how we conduct an interview.  I think it would be interesting maybe, as a project, combined with the broadcast people to come film the print people doing an interview one time.  And the professors can critique how they do the interview because I think that’s where I make a lot of my mistakes.  And I’ve had to sort of stumble around on my own.  We talk about how to do it but no one actually watches us do it.  

Professor: A lot of camera time … how about taking in beginning newswriting or reporting public affairs an assignment where one student has to interview another in front of the whole class.  I know there might be a lot of nervousness and tension but that might be very instructive.  

#2:  Yeah, I think it would be too… just something like that where the professor can say “Here’s what you’re really good  and here is what you’ve completely missed.”  I feel like we are self-taught on that and a lot of journalism is self-taught.  You’ve got to get out there and do it.  But it would be helpful as freshmen, to do something like an interview battery in which you are really put on the hot seat and shown what mistake you make.  

Professor: Am I right in assuming that taping sixty-four of those would be an undue burden on the broadcast sequence?  Where would be the best class to do that?

#2: Maybe in beginning news writing or reporting public affairs.

Professor: The advantage of beginning newswriting might be, no matter which sequence you go into you’ve got to do interviews. And the broadcast people get it in spades because you see yourself up there on the tape every day, but the PR people … have you ever gotten any feedback about your interviewing process? 

Student #3: Just in a workshop.  One time they came and told us, but they didn’t actually have us interview each other. They gave us tips and stuff.  

Professor: Just a point of input here, I’ve talked to somebody who’s been interviewing five or six of our junior-level people for internship, and that was one of the things that they said is that I’ve got some feedback for you on your students interviewing styles, very impressed that they have a good portfolio, but interviewing styles are still pretty basic.  I think it would help PR students as well.  

Professor: I’ve been doing mock interviews with everyone who has signed up for that one-credit substitute for senior seminar.  Part of the credit is they have to come in and interview with me as if I’m the HR manager for a company and I give each of them a very detailed critique of everything from body language to bad answers to how to improve this answer in such and such a way. 

Professor: They are probably juniors trying to their internship before they become seniors and then take the senior seminar so having it in one of the basic curriculum class might be a good idea at least if they get some of those basic skills.  

Professor: If it’s going to basic curriculum class, it has to be beginning newswriting.  The other two are just huge to do it in.  

Student #4:  I think, just in line with doing internships, I don’t know that most of the students have any clue how to get an internship.  I know that it’s kind of floated around it feels like it’s sent like maybe you should thing about getting an internship and not that you should be expected to walk us students by the hand but… I personally had no idea how to get a print internship.  I just kind of stumbled into a different department internship.  

Professor: We have a coordinator in each sequence. Did you not know that Nancy [Williams] was the internship coordinator for print 

Various students reply: We did not know that.
Professor: We need to get that out there earlier then.
Student #3: I think in the intro class is where you can introduce where everyone can go get help because everyone has to take that. To introduce the PR person, the print person, and they can get that contact information started earlier.  

Student #1: There has been a lot of emails going out too. I get emails all the time.  That is fairly recent; it’s very helpful I get all sorts of stuff now.  I’d like to keep that up.  The emails are good.  

Various students: Yes, those are useful 

Student #4: For graduates, it can be good. Please don’t take our names off it.  

Professor: It’s you guys who change because you change your emails.  When you go out professionally when you get your own email and no longer on the Aggiemail.  

Professor to Student #3: Tell me if you were prepared for your internship. 

Student #3: I think, that as looking back, I’ve learned different things.  I’m doing an internship this summer and going to learn completely different things on both.  I remember in our intro to PR class, we were constantly talking about making contacts because that’s the most important thing as a pr student.  You can make contacts to help you get jobs.  And I was really nervous about that, so this internship taught me how to be more approachable to people and be nervous and shy.  That helped me to be more confident in myself.  The first internship was with the A-team.  I had to learn how to approach people to put my best foot forward.  I made really good contacts with a lot of people that I never would have made.  Just administrative and it helped me to not be afraid of speaking my opinion, not be afraid of going up to someone and seeing if they need my help.  And then that in turn can reflect back into being able to stand out in a crowd when there are a bunch of interviews.  And I haven’t applied for my internship but what I want do to do are more of the press releases and more of the writing.  It will hopefully be with HOPE foundation, just working here locally for them.  It is an internal program.  Right now they have a project in Guatemala they are sponsoring a school.  If it all works out I would be their cache valley to help raise awareness and help raise the money.  But that would be more of the PR where you do the campaigning and you do the press releases and work with the media.  That I didn’t do with the A-Team. So they are completely opposite.  

Professor: When was the last time you wrote a press release?

S#4: Probably intro to PR.  Besides the writing that I’ve done in online class for online journalism class.  But that’s the last time I think I wrote a press release that went out.  

Professor: Do you feel like you are confident writing press releases?
S#3: I feel like I would need to go back and I would want to have someone look over them before I sent them out.  I feel like I know what they are supposed to look like, I haven’t written a ton of them though.  Last spring was the last time I wrote one because we had writing for PR.  

Student #4: Is there a way we can stress to students just the importance of internships?  You may not have gotten a job out of yours but I know that the internship I did opened up opportunities that I could have got a job.  I don’t know that this isn’t being explained.  Maybe it’s being explained but isn’t being understood.  

Professor: You mean that it’s required or that?

S#4: That if you want a job it’s probably required.
Professor: Everyone I counsel I say the best thing you can do to get a job is to get an internship, the best way to get an internship is to work at the Statesman and send stuff to the Hard News Café.  But I’m just one person, I don’t know if there is a systematic 

Professor: I think in broadcasting everybody understands it.  

S#1: It’s very much stressed in broadcasting

S#4: If you want to get into a nice law… like our agency has to work your way into an internship.  

Professor: Even I stress that if you can’t pick up a PR internship then you better pick up a good journalism internship whether it’s writing for the statesman or working for the radio or anywhere.  You want to have something solid that shows consistency in your writing in your campaign and ideas.  

Professor: Is there a chunk in the intro to PR class maybe it’s just 10 minutes in week two where you talk about the sequence of classes and how they all fit together?  How to get a job in PR?

Professor: I usually do it at the first just to, kind of, explain -- this is the curriculum that they’ll go through.  For instance Thursday, I did a recap -- this is what you’ve done now lets talk about what you’ll pick in research and how you should apply yourself there.  And then I talk about what 5300 does and what 5320 does so either case in campaigns are agency.  So I’m more talking a clinical curriculum.  Here is a class that you are going to take, here is what you should have taken.  I usually always stress there should be at least one internship in between now and when you come into agency.  In fact that is the big question I ask when I do interviews.  I’m talking to people about agency.  Have you had an internship?  What does it show you or teach you? And that’s even for fall semester; it’s kind of an unfair question because like Student #3 they are going to have their internship for the summer.  And that’s the way a lot of our students are, they’ll pick up a lot of internships over the summer and then stepped into agency in the fall.  

Professor: We’ve tried in the past to have this “How to get out of here and get a job” talk to incoming freshman along the lines of my alma mater, which calls all journalism majors together as freshman on day one in a big auditorium and lays out these kinds of things.  Here is a sequence of classes here is an importance of an internship you take these classes first and then these etc. it’s been probably five or six years since we’ve tried that here.  These are notoriously poorly attended by freshmen.

S#3: Freshmen don’t pay attention.  

S#4: they don’t know that they are going to be journalism majors.  

Professor: It’s not that big of a deal to them.  It’s not a pressing issue.  If you did that with your seniors, you would probably have a lot of people that would be there.  Because this is like real to me now.  Now I’ve got to pay the bills.  

Professor to S#4: Tell me about your internship and whether you used journalism skills in it.
S#4: I worked for a senator back East and I read letters and drafted responses to constituents in the name of the senator.  It was effective writing but it was a completely different stylistic writing.  We are supposed to be able to write for anything but I couldn’t write worth crap for this to be perfectly honest.  

Professor: This was a PR-style writing.
S#4: Yeah, it was for this particular senator, it was their office style was just cut and dried, nothing fancy about it.  Whereas I’ve seen other senators’ letters and congressmen’s letters it varies by office.  Whether it was the office and community I was working for there, I don’t know.  It helped that I could write and I could write fast.  While I was there I wrote for the Statesman.  That was nice when was able to put out a piece each week.  

Professor: Two big-picture issues are, what we are doing right and what we are doing wrong.  So let’s start with the good stuff. Then go onto the bad stuff.  

S#3: One thing you guys are doing right is the flexibility in the class schedule.  I came over as a junior and my program was nutrition and it was really rigid and if you miss one you have to almost wait a whole year before you can start the sequence again.  I was able to jump right in and I’ve taken classes a little bit different that other people but I’m still going to graduate just a semester after four years.  I like that that I know some things have to go in order but you can take media law whenever and you can take online journalism whenever so that it makes it nice you can fit it in.  I like that part.  It seems to be a little easier on the students trying to get out when they could and not punishing them for missing a semester or something.  

Professor: We started allowing students to collapse the three classes of the pre-major core when we started getting students in streams from two sources -- one was two-year community colleges, and the other was people who came from business primarily who wanted to go into PR and they got their 60 credits in business and decided they didn’t want to go into business.  They are halfway through their college curriculums.  How can you get them out in two years instead of four.  And then some classes you can take together -- 2300 and 2310 technically. And there are two options on taking classes together in broadcasting?  

Professor: Yes.
Professor: And print is flexible because it’s the smallest of sequences.  OK, we appreciate that.  What else.
Student #2: I think the most helpful classes for me were public affairs reporting.  We were forced to go out sit through stuff and be in the community.  I really liked that.  There was a deadline every week I think it really disciplines sophomore journalist into getting used to the way it is.  The other one was beyond the inverted pyramid.  The same sort of thing.  You had to start generating the story ideas, you had consistent deadlines and you wrote a lot.  I think that is essential 

Professor: It’s part of what we do to try to identify ourselves as different from other journalism programs is to say, “We’re the land grant school, we teach skills,” so I think in each sequence there is an emphasis on “Let’s teach you the skills you need to get an entry level job in that sequence.”
S#4: I would agree.  I would say those were hands down, the most helpful classes I’ve had.  

S#3: One thing that I this was good and bad sometimes is where we all have to take a lot of summer classes.  I’m not in broadcasting or print but I still take a lot of writing classes and I know in online journalism, they talk to the journalism students and they sometimes throw in oh yeah and PR too.  So sometimes I see us like “I don’t’ have to listed to this, I’m in PR” but then as I’ve gone on I realize at the same time that it applies to me too. I know that PR people are like “ I don’t need to take the journalism classes  just because I’m never going to write for a newspaper”  I took beyond the inverted pyramid and she talked a lot to the journalism students but at the same time, it was good for me.  Maybe stress in intro to PR, you need to take those classes anyway.  Media law, I’m not going to be a lawyer but it is still good for me as a PR student because I need to learn what I can do legally.  Even though PR students may tune out because they won’t be “doing that,” I’ve learned now as I’m almost graduated that I actually have to do those things.  

Professor: We’ve been having this discussion as a faculty how much should we force our students to expose themselves to things outside their discipline, should we make our students in sequence a take class from sequence B.  We are limited in some degree because we only have so many  places –so many cameras, so many editing bays – that it would be impossible to make everyone take a video class.  

S#3: I think it’s a good amount. So far. I haven’t taken a broadcasting class but I’ve taken a lot of journalism classes.  

Professor: We are thinking of doing more is getting more of the integration of the sets of skills in the online class. Because so many students now days have digital cameras and they can do simple videos with cell phones and all that, they may already come to class having some basic stuff.  Although it’s not going to be as high quality as what we’d shoot with real cameras.  But we are still wrestling with that and we’d like some input as we go about what you think.  What would be a proper level of integration among the sequences?  Let’s hold that thought. Anything else as long as we are talking about good stuff?

S#1: Speaking for the broadcast department, I think the way it is structured is really good right now as long as you do things in the right sequence.  I got into it a little late so a couple of things over lapped.  I was taking writing for electronic media while I was in news one and looking back it would be a lot better to the writing class before you get into newscast I.  Stuff just overlapped and months into the semester in the writing class it would be like “man, I wish I would have known that” the first week of newscast when they sent me out to do a story.  If you do things in the right sequence, it’s structured really well.  And I loved the way that you get into newscast and they throw you into it.  It’s like first couple of weeks as I go out there to do a report, you are getting a story.  That might make a lot of students uncomfortable but once you get into it, I think it’s the best way to learn and I wouldn’t change a thing that way.  It’s a real working experience getting out there and reporting stories and making our own stories, it’s structured really well I think.  And along those lines I would suggest getting into it soon enough that you could take more than just newscast I and newscast II.  I got two semesters experience doing anchoring and reporting and things like that, and I don’t feel confident with the amount of stuff I’ve done.  It all depends on how many people are in the class, how much stuff you can get done.  But it would definitely be better to try to get more than two semesters.  The way it’s structured and formatted right now really worked out good I thought.  

Professor: How many students sign up for newscast III -- basically JOM 4500?

Professor: About four or five each semester.  

Professor: As a percentage of total seniors that would be a third.

Professor: And I am trying to counsel and advise them to be able to have an extra semester to take advanced TV production . . . and if they can then that becomes news III.  The ideal situation is to have two semesters left or at least to have one semester so you can take advance TV production and documentary.  So you can have two additional semesters

Professor: I like the idea of encouraging but not requiring because if we make them take news III, you burn up all your electives.  

S#1: I definitely suggest encouraging it not requiring it.  ‘Cause then you would get into a lot of trouble in think 

Professor: Well let’s get to the fun stuff.  What should we change?   What’s wrong and how can we fix it?
S#3: I’m not in journalism classes, I’m not writing as much. And we’re supposed to have a portfolio before we graduate and we are supposed to have published some before you graduate.  So if I’m not writing for the Statesman I don’t really have a lot of published stuff.  I like that the Hard News Café is where anyone can submit their stuff.  So maybe we can tell people if you are journalism, I don’t know how broadcast is if you have to have a lot, but for PR we’re supposed to though.  So we can be encouraged in PR just to on their own to submit stories.  Just that helps them build their portfolio.  Otherwise, I don’t have a lot of stuff until I realize, “Oh I can just do it myself.”  

Professor: In the writing for PR class, do students write real press releases about real events?  And for clients, or is it all make believe?

Professor: It’s kind of yes and no. It depends on the teacher, I think.  I have a little of a view into what Preston has done.  A lot of my students who are also intro are writing to a blog and using the same blog for intro as they are for writing for PR.  The press releases they are publishing up there are bogus but they are being published.  So the company itself is bogus but the writing is getting published.  

Professor: Would an employer look at that and say this is evidence of good writing skills

Professor: I think that’s the whole intent is that they get this blog going showing that this is my coursework. Here are my writing examples.  I am doing an announcement for burger palace for a new opening.  I also have them do a positioning assignment on line where they are positioning themselves at to what their key talking points are; their key features what they can offer an employer.  That’s going online.  Then as they are coming back and doing other assignments they are going on there.  I don’t know I would have to say most of what writing for PR is not being sent off to the newswire or to a news organization to be published.  

S#3: So that’s all new since I did it.  It was just paper assignments and I had Vitale and my friend that had Roka came out with a really professional portfolio and when I was done with class I didn’t have anything.  It also depends on the teacher; I really had nothing from writing for PR.  It was we’d do a story maybe once a week and it would be a two paragraph story.  And a lot o times we didn’t do anything.  I really didn’t learn compared to what Roka did.

Professor: I’ve never sat in on a Roka class when you talked about writing for PR, but I did stick my head in on Vitale’s and he seems to be more discussion based.  

S#3: We did a lot of discussions, but a lot of times we got off on discussions on anything.  We did do an image thing where you do a cool water campaign. And we did stuff but compared to Roka’s they came out with this awesome portfolio of all their writing. And that’s where I felt like we probably didn’t publish a lot and get enough done.  

Professor: Now in intro, their final projects include putting together as a team at least three different press releases. Focus on three different story angles.  Sometimes there’s a speech that’s written for the senior executive for the organization. In the past was for a real client.  I’ve found that the customer interaction at intro was almost too much of a stress.  For some of you who had actual real clients, you know what I’m saying.  There were so much of the basic fundamentals that need to be done that the client interaction was almost too much to ask at the intro level.  Not that they couldn’t do it, it was just on top of everything else they were asked to do, it was quite complicated.  I ended up managing in some cases seven different client relationships at the same time I’m trying to do agency so this last semester I went with real companies in crisis situations in a current events type example.  This was southwest airlines and Kmart…a few companies…sprint that are having troubles right now.  They wrote press releases for that and wrote speeches and things like that.  You guys probably had the chance to do real client work, in research methodology; you are doing real client work as well and in case studies as well.  

Professor: Now in the fall, since we now have Preston as a full-time lecturer, teaching two sections of writing and the research.  Is Vitale teaching a third section of writing?  It might be useful to set up a meeting between you three (Parker, Vitale, Oldham, Sweeney) two weeks before the beginning of the fall semester.  To come to some emphasis.  Make sure that certain things consistent across the syllabus.  I hesitate to say consistency because I don’t want to force Tim or Preston do to X, maybe to make the concept of X as part of the curriculum.  

S#3: Tim brought a lot of stuff that he was doing in his workplace, and that’s where a lot of our discussions came from, but it was just discussions.  How would we solve it.  That part was good too, I just felt like that when I was done I didn’t really gain a large understanding.
Professor: We’re making them start portfolios in online journalism now.  An electronic one and links to their blogs and public stories.  As far as dead tree portfolios or clip portfolios audition tapes etc the differences in the three sequences are so vast that once size does not fit all, it’s got to be within the sequence.  

S#4: Professor, I took intro to PR writing from you, and we worked with real clients. And from a journalist perspective, I now know how to work with PR people.  In fact I took a story with the statesman when the business department was going to raise their tuition, and I knew exactly what they were doing from a PR perspective.  I knew their talking points.  And it was useful for a journalist to understand what they were and weren’t giving me.  That was actually really useful.

Professor: I share that in intro too.  The probably the best class I ever took here that helped me for PR.  Now understand, when I took communications here, there wasn’t much of a PR program or even much of a class.  There was about half a semester taught by a grad student then went off to a job.  The fact that I was able to sit and be taught what a journalist’s job is about, what their writing, helped me tremendously as a PR person because I understood what the person on the other side of the table was trying to accomplish.  As I was putting things together, I could write in that same fashion, I could share things with them that would help them develop their story.  So that kind of integration happens.  It might need to be stressed before they get to intro that this is important for these certain reasons.  I’d be more than happy to come and talk.  

Professor: I was thinking that might be a good idea because when I teach beginning news writing, I give essentially the most basic of introduction to PR writing, have them write a press release, and most basic introduction to broadcast, I have them write a story for the ear and then they have to read it out loud and time it.  That’s it. I would love to have someone come in and talk about here’s what journalist need to learn about PR and here’s what print people need to know about broadcast. 
Professor: Preston has brought me into a couple of his beginning newswriting class.  But it’s more of what is PR, the history of PR, the nature of PR.  Haven’t really got down really deep into … I guess we talk about the type of jobs and a little bit about ethics and focus.  

Professor: Ted [Pease] and I are talking about having a meeting of the people who teach beginning news writing when he get’s back from his trip.  Maybe we’ll talk about bringing in the “outsiders” to talk about their disciplines.  

Professor: Can I ask a question too about that? I’ve had some interesting feedback of people that have come into intro, and they’ve said as they’ve taken some of the journalism classes the point is that PR is getting positioned a little bit differently than I personally would position.  [They say], “Journalism is a more pure discipline as where PR is more of a spin.”
S#3: I’ve felt like that a couple of times, as I went on and it seemed like the if the teacher was a journalism teacher they talked about how journalism is more of the clean writing, and it was just very straightforward and PR puts a spin on everything so you can’t always trust what they say because they always have a purpose.  

Professor: I heard that exact quote from a gal and I said, “Why are you in PR?”  She said, “Because I want to see how you guys spin and actually use the lie word so I will be aware when a PR person is coming at me so I can cut through the bullshit.” And I said, “Wow, OK, tomorrow we’re going to talk about PR ethics and a few other things like that.”  I’ve heard that from a couple places.  It is from a point of view that you come from and maybe a personal experience.  

S#3: I think there are more journalism majors too.  I just feel like that and my classes seem to be bigger into journalism.  And I’m not offended, I think the PR department’s great, but I feel like sometimes even more emphasis is placed on journalism and that that is the more choice thing to graduate in.  So maybe that’s why some people feel that way.  

Professor: It’s probably a relic of our origins and the fact that PR came to the department last . . . but is the largest of the three disciplines by far.  

S#3: I just think that they both do some different.   I can’t write under deadline pressure.  Some people that can are awesome because I can’t.  But having classes where we both have to do the same projects together [portion of tape garbled]  I’ve not been offended by that but you do get spin, and I’ve had them tell us that we put a spin on things.  

S#4: In my example it wasn’t that I knew they were spinning me but I knew they weren’t going to talk about anything negative.  And I could pinpoint (they brainwashed everybody) everybody from dean down to his pr guy to teachers to the business editor to students, giving you the same exact three business points.  But I knew it so I was so ready, I recognized it.  I knew it so I had to look for something else. Because I knew that wasn’t the only story.  

S#3: Me personally when I graduate, I won’t be doing that because I want to be doing something different in PR.  I think it’s just what you go into.  

Professor: What else is broken and needs to be fixed?

S#3: The building…

Professor: There you are taking me out of the realm of what I can fix, although it looks like we will be able to afford to have all the computers in lab 302 replaced this summer and the mouse.  We haven’t been able to afford it for the last three years, because of budget shortfalls caused by lack of enrollment.  It looks like this year we will be able to get it done.  

S#1: I was racking my brain trying to be able to think of problems and stuff but the main was has been happily sort of fixed with broadcast,  we got a lot of money so we’re getting  a lot of new equipment.  Other than that, I was trying to think of the other classes I’ve taken and I heard that everybody mentioned online journalism at least once.  I would have no reason to ever mention that class to anyone ever from what I took from it.  I have a hunch that’s because of who taught it.  But it is such an important class nowadays that you can cram so much important stuff into with the age we live in.  I took nothing from it and it was taught so horribly, that’s one of the only classes I’ve taken at this university that I was sitting and thinking, “This was the biggest waste of my money, this class”  and it’s a valuable class, I know it’s because of who taught it.  I know it can be a valuable class and I’ve heard everybody mention it and I’m sitting here thinking man what did they get from it?  That I didn’t get from it.  I’m kind of curious.  

S#3: I’m in it right now and I understand what you are talking about.  

S#1: Build a MySpace page, OK, that could be valuable but you don’t need to spend the whole semester on it doing this and that.  

S#3: I know the main point of online is to make an online portfolio and only the last three weeks have we been working on it.  I’m really happy I’ve taken it because of that but I feel like everything I’ve learned before that and doing podcasting.  I’m personally not all that good with computers and all the stuff went over my head and I actually did not enjoy.  But then when we’ve been doing the online portfolio, I have. 

S#1: See, we didn’t do portfolios and podcasting we spent way too much time on it. I think if that’s something you want to learn  you can go teach yourself that in  about an hour sitting at home -- Google it and learn how to podcast.  I feel there was a lot of time wasted in that class.  

Professor: What should you be learning in that class?

S#1: That’s a good question. I think the online portfolio is a big thing.  Build that all semester.  Teach us how to utilize the internet to get us ready for jobs.

Professor: Did you learn CSS, did you learn HTML?

S#1: No, we learned HTML it was like “type your name” “change the color of your name.”  It was crammed and fast and it didn’t serve a purpose.  We didn’t do anything.   

S#3: You just don’t learn it fast.  You cram it into the very last part of the semester.  

Professor: You had it in seven weeks right? [To a different student] And you’re in it now?

S#1: Yeah, 

S#3: Yes.  And everything since midterm has been helpful to me.  When we learn how to put stories online with clickable links has been helpful too because it goes right into your portfolio.  We had to do a whole week of discussions.  And we had to submit to discussions. And we had to go do all this other stuff.  Online discussions and then professional discussion group. And learn about moderating groups.  That’s stuff I’m sure some people that stuff is interesting but for me that stuff was not interesting.  It made it hard for me to want to go to class just because it was over my head sometimes too.  

Professor: Did you have any discussion about how those online discussion groups and bulletin boards etc might be useful as sources for information?
S#3: Like for the professional ones, we did talk about how if you want to subscribe to them as a journalist because they have a lot of good viewpoints.  And that part I can understand.  

Professor: Again, what would you change about the class?  What would you add to it that’s not there now?

S#3: More time on your portfolios.  Start that earlier. Start way earlier, all the stuff that will build your portfolio.   You do a story where you actually put it on the Hard news café and we had to have applicable leads in it.  I’d do more of those stories because that just builds your portfolio and it’s good to learn how to put stories online.  Shane’s class is different, but we spent a lot more time learning how to do web pages. And we learned it in two days.  And that is an important thing to know, how to write html is important but we didn’t spend much time on it.  

Professor: Do you think it would be wise, yes or no, to have Dreamweaver as part of that class?

S#4: That’s been a constant grievance to me in the department.  I remember in news writing “no you can’t use Word, write in Wordpad” -- what news room is using Wordpad today?   

Professor: They want to make you paranoid about spelling

S#4: I understand that and I can appreciate that on some rudimentary skills but it almost seemed we’re teaching you different.  How many times are we using HTML really in the Hard News Cafe?  Mostly it is just on Dreamweaver, you just grab it you click and drop and you are there.  

S#3: I think when I had to do a blog it was really helpful cause then you wanted to make a web page out of the blog.  And that’s really simple.

Professor: The reason I asked about HTML and Dreamweaver is I think a lot of concepts are easily understood if you can see them visually in Dreamweaver.  I think it’s actually a fairly easy-to-understand software.  You can teach yourself Dreamweaver.  On the other hand Dreamweaver is very proud of its product and it’s very expensive.  It would be a major investment if we are going to put that on every computer in that lab.  

S#2: I really feel like the more software fluency you can give us the better.  Dream weaver, quark, in design.  You use those out in the work place when you get hired they don’t like to have teach you.  

S#3: That’s one thing that’s talked about a lot is there is not going to be someone there that can put YOUR story online that you are going to have to do it and you are going to have to be very versatile.  That part I did like.  I don’t know how it goes in PR with that perspective

Professor: We’ve sort of not given students the “keys to the car” when it comes to loading stories to the Hard News Café.  The same password you use for that can give you access to the departmental web pages and a lot of other things that you shouldn’t be playing with.  But I understand you do have the ability to load your personal web page using your “cc” account through email.  Did you know about that?  

S#1: I heard that yesterday and I was shocked.  

S#3: It’s hard for me.  I’m way, way computer backwards.  Yeah, we did it in class; Shane was really good at it.  That’s what we made our portfolios onto.  

S#1: That would have been a really good thing to learn and to know the last four year.  I had no clue till yesterday.  

S#4: Is that where they’ve been loading their portfolios?

Professor: I’ve told the students in my class that this exists and here’s how you go to look it up and do it.  And if you have problems doing it or can’t do it then I would be able to put them in on a place using our server here instead of a university server.  Indesign and Photoshop are now a part of online as an introduction only.  

S#2: I’ve got another beef.  The copy editing, I think, was the most redundant class I’ve taken.  It felt like beginning news writing.  Read the AP stylebook, we’re going to test you on it.  Edit this story for errors. That was Wamsley,s class, I’ve taken that class and then I had to take it again, and we spend a week on adobe and that was the final and I thought that was strange.  Our final is on something that we only spent a week on.  

Professor: So you think the tail was wagging the dog?

S#2: Kind of yes and I didn’t get anything new out of that. Not anything new.  If you’ve been doing all the other stuff as a print major if you’ve been writing your stories. You know this stuff, you know AP style because presumably your professors are grilling you on it in your stories.  

Professor: I agree, but I would also say that you are somewhat of an exceptional student.  Most students don’t have the same level of skill with English grammar and AP that you do.  

S#2: Maybe we should be able to clep out of copy editing.  

Professor: You have the potential to clep out of any class you want.  Did you know that? . . . Should we make clearer at some point that a student can challenge any class? Any class can be challenged up front.

Professor: Sounds like it to me.  You challenge a class.  I’ve students come to me and say, “I’ve already been a professional copy editor I don’t want to do it in class.” I say, show me.  And if they can to my satisfaction demonstrate that they have already mastered the content of the class, I waive it.  

Professor: Wouldn’t that require a statement in the catalog or something?

Professor: I think there is a statement in the catalog. I wonder.  I’ll look.  We can put it in the four-year plan.  I like the four-year plan, I’d put it in both places.  

S#3: I actually hated law . . . because it was so hard for me but I learned a lot.  And I have never been so proud of passing class in my life.   And my threading got a lot better so yes it is that dreaded class you have to take.  My writing got better, it got so much cleaner.  And in Nancy’s class we had to do a bibliography.  And I asked “do you want me to do it like this?” how we did it in your class, and she said “oh no, that’s way too complicated” so I was like “I learned something.  My mind got a lot sharper.  

S#4: I don’t think people understand the purpose of media law.  I liked it just because law fascinates me.  I think most people complain about it because they don’t see how it applies to them.  

S#3: Everyone tells you how bad it’s going to be.  And so you are coming in expecting it to be bad.  And law is hard to understand because it’s such a thick language.  Once I got it, it was really cool.  I still hated every second of it, and I hated writing case studies, I won’t lie.  They were so hard and they kept me up at night, and I cried a couple times.  I really did.  Like I said though, I was so proud to pass it.  When I got that grade, I was I earned every second of that.  I was so proud.  It was hard.  

S#4: I took my beginning news writing class from one of the Trib writers.  It was only OK.  It was Lori.  It seems like I always have felt like I was at a disadvantage when it comes to basic newswriting compared to people who took Jay’s class.  Because everybody seemed like they were confident and they were on the ball when it came to some of those skills.  

Professor: Some people know it and some people teach it and some people can know it and teach it.  There is a bit of a crapshoot in that.  You were going to say something about another problem then we got diverted to law.  

S#2: It’s not even a problem, it’s an idea.  Well, here is the problem.  I felt like I couldn’t spend enough time in my final year doing journalism stuff.  Because I had all of these electives I had to do.  So I got sort of kicked out of the department because I was done too early.  That’s how I felt.  I’m all taking snowboarding and film classes to fill electives and I would have liked more electives.  I understand there is some financial issues and accreditation issue with faculty and that kind of thing, but one elective class I think would be very interesting and useful if It’s possible to ever add it is . . . 

[Tape, side one ends. Some conversation is missing before the tape is flipped and the recording restarted.]

Professor: There are some good and specific ideas but the basic facts are these: graduates are going to need to write well. Communicate well, and be able to tell a story in a variety of communication media, some of which are still evolving.  Having said that, I think it would be great to have every student have experience taking simple video.  . . .  If we were going to make it possible for every JCOM student (500) to ahve the opportunity to shoot, edit and upload a video before they graduate, how many more cameras would we need? How many more teachers would we need? And much money would we have to spend?  

Professor: How many cameras? A hundred.  I’m not pulling your leg.  We have eight cameras.  Cost of camera, we could get by on $700 apiece, 20 editing bays at $2000-$3000 each.    We may be talking about having to go HD as well, At least five or six more instructors, probably three at the professorial level and four or five lab instructors.  You aren’t even talking about space to accommodate this equipment.  

Professor: Three hundred and fifty thousand dollars to make video available to every students.  We just busted a gut to get thirty thousand.  So one of you needs to go out and make a million dollars and remember what a great place this was.  

S#3: This doesn’t have to be a debate or anything, I just know that when you did this list and looked at everyone’s portfolios by professionals, there are people who graduate in the fall like me.  You don’t have to do something that way but if you could come up with something for people like that because I missed that cause I was out of town. For something for those that graduate in the fall would be cool.  I heard a lot of good things about it.  It doesn’t have to be every semester.  

S#1: I thought career day was amazing.    To get one on one time with a professional like we had.  To sit down with one or more professionals and could pick their brain for fifteen minutes that was so valuable.  

Professor: I agree it’s a wonderful idea; it’s just a pain in the butt to put together.  I’m willing to do it every semester.  Can we do it every semester?  Is that a good idea? 

Professor: We can do it every semester.  We had such terrific response from our professionals.  We had six people, six pros come in.  everyone of our pros were so excited and they would be glad to come back and they were going to go back and talk to their people and they knew that other people in their office would be glad to come back.  

S#3: It would even be good for people who graduated in the spring to go to the fall one because they would have the extra semester to get use the stuff they were given.  

S#4: Doesn’t it build better relationships with the department too, the professionals.  

Professor: The reason why a lot of those guys are willing to come down here is they get a chance to see who the new crop is.  That’s why Richter7 invests their time they do, they want to see who the new crop is.  Even though they may not be hiring, they may want to know who the next camera guy might be.  

Professor: We had people scheduled until 3:
15 and they were here till 4.  

[Interview concludes with an invitation to the students to communicate with another professor if they have a problem that they are hesitant to discuss with one of the professors who took part in the roundtable.]
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