Vita: Penny M. Byrne

Department of Communication

Utah State University

Education

1972-74
Completed thirty semester hours of graduate study, University of Texas at  El Paso: Major: Film/Communication

1969

Master of Arts, University of Texas at El Paso: Major: English

1967

Bachelor of Arts, Texas Western College: Major: Speech Communication;

Minors: Broadcasting, English

Professional Data

2003–present Executive producer, Kickin’ Aggie Sports Show, fifteen-minute weekly                             sports program produced for Aggie TV
1998-2002    Coordinator, Broadcast Training Program, International Sports                                           Broadcasting, preparing broadcast students for work with ISB-TV for the                           Winter Olympics, 2002
F2000-S2001 Acting Department Head, Journalism & Communication, Utah State                                  University
1997-present  Executive Producer, A-TV News, thirty-minute weekly newscast                                        produced  for Aggie Cable Television, Utah State University

1997-present  Executive Producer, Cache Rendezvous, thirty-minute weekly magazine                program produced for Aggie Cable Television

1997-present Assistant Department Head, Communication

1996--97        Acting Director, Honors, Utah State University.  Half-time appointment

Su, 1993
 Acting Director, Honors, Utah State University

1990–pres
 Associate Professor, Communication, Utah State University

1994--1996
 Assistant Department Head, Communication

1988--1990
 Assistant Department Head, Communication

1989--1996
 Executive Producer, Cache Valley Headline News and Cache Valley                      Headline Sports, local five-minute inserts on CNN Headline News, Sonic               Cable Television

1988--1990
  Co-Producer, Cache Rendezvous, weekly magazine TV program                                       produced  jointly with USU Telecommunications,  aired on local cable                               channel
1984--1990
  Assistant Professor, Communication

1976--1984
  El Paso Community College: Full-time instructor, discipline coordinator,                  Mass Communication
  Duties similar to Department Head: supervise faculty, staff, lab, and            college newspaper.  Taught wide array of broadcast and print journalism     courses, plus produced BORDERLANDS radio, TV and Print programs.

1982--1984
  Part-time producer, KCOS-TV, public TV outlet in El Paso

1980--1981
 Teleprompter Cable TV of El Paso: Writer, researcher, producer of El                                Paso Chronicles, thirteen part series on the history of El Paso for                                      broadcast on both cable channel and KCOS

1979--1980
  El Paso Community College: Full-time instructor, Speech                                                  Communication

1978--1979
  El Paso Community College: Full-time instructor, English

1976--1978
  El Paso Community College: Part-time instructor, English and Speech
1976--1977
  Owned and operated small business: Greenworks

1968--1976
  University of Texas at El Paso: Full-time instructor and Director of                                      Forensics. Taught in Speech and Mass Communication departments                                and directed  intercollegiate debate program

Production and Creative Activity

April, 2006
Invited panelist, “The Role of Television in Political Gridlock,” Broadcast Education Association, Las Vegas
August 2004 Paid reviewer, Television New: A Handbook for Writing, Reporting,                                 Shooting and Editing, Holcomb Hathaway Publishing
April 2004
Invited panelist, “Teaching TV News,” Broadcast Education Association, Las Vegas
August, 2002 Invited lecturer/demonstrator, old time photographic techniques and              
history of photography in the American West: American West Heritage                  Center.  “Visions of the West: Art in the American West.”
June 6, 2002 Invited speaker, “City Talk,” KPCW-FM radio Park City Utah: Issues of

                      Journalists’ rights to protect sources in Utah        

April 2000
Co-producer and announcer: “It’s Not About Sex,” tape-slide presentation aimed at rape prevention and counseling for high school students for CAPSA, Logan, UT

March 2000
Wrote and produced w/ Dean Byrne, “Not Just a Watchdog–A Bulldog: Jack Anderson,” a seven-minute video tape celebrating the life and accomplishments of Jack Anderson, investigative journalist.  Presented at the Department of Journalism’s Awards Ceremony, Salt Lake City.

Oct. 1999
Announcer, “The Missing Fires,” Video tape providing education about the role of fire in forest ecosystems produced by Darren McAvoy for the National Park Service

May 1999
Announcer, “The Stokes Nature Center,” Video tape produced by Darren McAvoy as an orientation to the Stokes Nature Center, Logan, UT

April 1999
Broadcast Education Association: Panelist at national convention: Team Teaching  in Newscast I & II: Student Mentoring

Feb. 1999
 Faculty Fellowship, International Radio & Television Society Faculty-           Industry Seminar, New York City: “Curriculum 2000"

1997--99
 Executive Producer: A-TV News, Cache Rendezvous--weekly 30-minute                TV programs aired on Aggie-TV, campus cable system

   1997

 Ready or Not: Emergency Planning in Your Community. Twelve-minute                  documentary produced for the Cache County Fire Department explaining                the function of Local Emergency Planning Committees as required by                    federal  law; tapes used all over Utah

1997

  Invited columnist for the Utah Statesman, USU campus newspaper;                       writing 1000 word column every other  week on topics related to                             education  and politics.

          1991--1996
  Producer, Cache Valley Headline News, two daily 5-minute local news                              programs aired as local news insert on CNN-Headline News, Cable                                  channel 23 in Cache Valley.  Seen in 20,000 local households.  Writer of                          scripts for programs, averaging 40 pages per week of local news,                                      weather and  sports.

1993-94           Paid book reviewer for media law texts, West Publishing Company;                                  reviewed three manuscripts prior to publication

1992

   Producer, five :30 spots for Cache County Democratic Party

1984--1991
   Producer, Cache Valley Report, 30-minute weekly news program, aired                            on  local origination cable channel.

1987--1988
   Executive producer, series of nine video tapes for the Economic                             Development Committee of the Cache County Chamber of Commerce,                  each highlighting a local high-tech business.  Programs were run on                       local cable channel as the Valley Views series; the tapes were also                        used by the businesses in their marketing efforts.

1986--1987
   Produced three training programs for MaxCom Associates, a                                  communications consulting firm in Sandy, Utah.  The programs trained                  employees to provide better customer service.  The USDA Forest                           Service,  Snowbird Resort, and several newspapers used the tapes.

1987

   Produced thirty-minute documentary, Thanksgiving in the Eighties, used                as a holiday special on local cable channel 

1986

   Produced thirty-minute documentary, On an Ordinary Street, for use by                  local organization, Citizens Against Physical and Sexual Abuse

1986

   Produced a thirty-minute documentary for the Cache Economic                                         Development Council which was incorporated into a two-hour live                                     telecast  reporting the Council’s activities to the community.

1985--1988
   Editorial writer for The Cache Citizen
1982-84
   Executive editor, Borderlands supplement to the El Paso Times, a

                         quarterly tabloid insert to a daily newspaper which covered political,

   social and economic issues related to life on the Texas-Mexico border

1976--1984
   Producing activities in El Paso, Texas: Four Centuries ‘81: El Paso                                   Chronicles, thirteen-part series on El Paso history; Borderlands, monthly                          half-hour television documentary series on El Paso customs and                                       traditions;  Borderlands: Radio, weekly radio interview program,                                        featuring  persons of  interest to the border community



1976--1984      Free-lance producer: TV and radio commercials for various local                                      businesses and organizations, including furniture stores, restaurants,                                and  state parks of Texas, plus
broadcast coordinator of Four Centuries                          ‘81 Commission

1981

   Wrote script for outdoor drama presented as Viva! El Paso by El Paso                              Arts Commission.

Faculty Development Activities

March, 2007
Attended Video Toaster Training workshop, Computerwise, Logan, UT

March 2006   Attended Video Toaster Workshop, Salt Lake City

1999–2007    Attended annual Broadcast Education Association and National                                        Association of Broadcasters conventions in Las Vegas, NV

April 2001
Coordinated Society of Professional Journalists Regional convention, held at USU.  Theme of Conference: Development Issues in the West.
1984–2007    Attended annual regional Society of Professional Journalists conventions; 
coordinating panels, presenting papers, coordinating contests, etc.
Feb 2000
Selected by Provost’s Office to attend Southern Utah Great Teachers Summit, sponsored by Southern Utah University at Kanab, Utah
March  1998
Attended Panasonic demonstration of DVC-Pro video systems, Salt Lake 

City
March 1997
Attended National Council of Honors workshop on “Integrating 


Community Service into Honors Education” in Washington, DC

Nov 1996      Attended National Conference of Honors Council meeting in San                            Francisco to improve understanding of Honors education nationally

April 1996     Co-ordinated regional Society of Professional Journalists meeting at Utah

           State University; attended by schools from five states.  Topic: Reporting                            on  Environmental Issues: Wilderness Tomorrow?  Covering the West

March 1995   Attended Video Toaster Training Seminar, Salt Lake City, TV Graphics 

April 1994
SPJ Regional Meeting and Poynter Institute National Writers’ Conference, 

Salt Lake City.  Participated as panelist, “Writing for Broadcast.” 

April, 1993:
Invited participant at King and Ballou Law Seminar, San Diego, California. 

“Sexual Harassment and Other Employment Issues in Media.”
March 1992
Intercollegiate Broadcasters meeting, Gunnison, CO

Presented panel: Training College Shooters: Teaching News Video

June 1992
Poynter Institute, St. Petersburg, FL.  Participated in week-long seminar,

“Coaching Writing in the Broadcast Newsroom.”


Feb 1992
International Radio & Television Society meeting, New York City. 

Won Faculty Seminar award for outstanding project presentation: “New

Media on the Horizon: Programming Problems in an Age of Cable”

Feb 1987
IRTS Faculty-Industry Seminar, New York

Feb 1986
IRTS Faculty-Inudstry Seminar, New York

 Awards and Recognitions

Aug. 2001
Received Award of Recognition, ISB-TV, for work with ISB Training Program.
March, 2000
Winner, 1999-2000 Dept. of Journalism & Communication Award for

Outstanding Service
1994

Mortarboard “Top Prof” award

1989

Mortarboard “Top Prof” award

Students under my direction have won more than fifty awards at the regional Mark of Excellence Contest sponsored by the Society of Professional Journalists.  Three of these have won the National Mark of Excellence Award, one in Sports Photography and two in TV Feature Story.

Students have won more than forty awards in the regional National Society of Broadcasters competition over the past three years (2004-2006).  Two of these have also won National Finalist awards.

At USU Scholars’ Day, my honors students have won a total of five awards for outstanding undergraduate research/creative activity for  a Student Press Law Handbook for High School students, a video tape on the “History of Glass,” and a paper on the legal future of the Internet.

University Service

2000-2005
     Served as alternate member of Faculty Senate

April 2000          Appointed member of search committee for Writer/designer in the                                     Central Development office

1998-1999  
     Chair, University Athletic Council

April, 1998         Appointed to serve as member of NCAA Compliance Committee for                                 Utah State University
1996–1998
     Member, NCAA Certification Committee; sub-committee chair,                                          Academic  Integrity
1993–1998
     Member and vice-chair, University Athletic Council

1994--1996
     Chair, Honors Advisory Board

1993--present    Member, HASS Undergraduate Council

1990-1993
     Elected member, Faculty Senate


1986--1992
     Member, HASS Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

Departmental Service

Present
      T&P Committee member: Cathy Bullock

Present
      Chair, Search Committee, Public Relations faculty member

2000–2006
      Coordinator, Peer Advising program 


April, 2001
      Coordinator, SPJ Regional Conference: “The Growing West: What’s           Happening” at Utah State University


2000-2001          Acting Department Head while department head on sabbatical
1999-2001          Member, T&P committee, William Pritchard                   


1997-present      Assistant Department Head (also served in this capacity 1995-96;

                           1988-90)

1997–2002         Member, T &P committee, Michael Sweeney

April 1996
      Co-ordinator, SPJ Regional Conference, Sherwood Hills: “Wilderness         Tomorrow? Covering the West”


1984-present       Have served on every departmental standing committee at some time                              or other

1990–present      Have served on many search committees

1993-2000           Chair, T&P Committee for Prof. Brenda Cooper

1984-2006           Advisor, Broadcast majors: advising 60-70 students

1988-present       Serve as advisor to student chapter, Society of Professional                                              Journalists

1984–present      Have served on approximately 30 graduate committees
