DATA-BASED DECISIONS

Department of Journalism & Communication, 2007-08
The JCOM Department conducted interviews with exiting senior students in spring 2007. The discussions were wide-ranging and frank. They focused on what the department is doing well, and what it could be doing better. (See “Outcomes Data” under the departmental assessment link.

Based on the feedback from students and professionals, the JCOM Department has taken the following actions:

1. Change the once-a-year JCOM Career Day to an every-semester event.

2. Expand the emphasis on InDesign in the copy editing class.

3. Emphasize the creation of online portfolios earlier in the semester in the intro to online journalism class.

4. Hold discussions among the faculty at the beginning of the fall semester about expanding the interview component of beginning newswriting, and coordinating the PR assignments in the intro and writing courses.

