JCOM Rubric for Analyzing Student Work
The following will be used in journalism classes to ensure consistent standards for evaluating assignments.

Each year, 10 to 15 graduating seniors’ portfolios, clip files, and audition tapes will be examined by at least two JCOM faculty members using this rubric to assess the quality of instruction and address any deficiencies.

A=Superior

 Convincingly communicates a clear, noteworthy idea to a specific audience through a selected rhetorical strategy which may range from information delivery to persuasion; exhibits a passionate commitment to the standards of the profession.

· Thesis/focus–demonstrates a sophisticated awareness of audience, clearly establishes a central idea which is maintained throughout

· Organization–selects a pattern of organization appropriate to the medium; clearly and logically follows the pattern

· Development–demonstrates critical thinking that is clear, insightful, deep, and relevant

· Syntax and diction–selects language that is appropriate to the medium and the audience; uses precise language that expresses complex ideas clearly

· Format and design–integrates elements of design appropriate to the medium which will best transmit the idea to the audience; this includes visual elements of audio/video match, etc. where appropriate

· Research–collects information from all appropriate sources, including documents, people, observation and synthesizes it into a meaningful and understandable whole

· Mechanics–contains very few errors of spelling, grammar, paragraphing or manuscript format

B=Strong

Effectively conveys an idea to a specific audience through a consistent rhetorical strategy which may range from information to persuasion; demonstrates a high level of commitment to the standards of the profession.

· Thesis/focus–is intelligent, clearly established, and consistent throughout

· Organization–is logical, clear and controlled

· Development–demonstrates critical thinking that is more than adequate with some detail; may show some depth

· Syntax and diction–demonstrates knowledge of and skill with vocabulary; varied sentence length

· Format and design–consistently integrates some elements of design into the assignment

· Research–uses sources effectively and documents accurately

· Mechanics–may contain errors, but these do not interfere with assignment’s overall effectiveness

C=Competent

Communicates an idea, but does not consistently address the needs of the audience or the standards of the profession.

· Thesis/focus–the central idea is vague or generalized or not audience-centered

· Organization–choppy, difficult to follow

· Development–limited critical thinking, poor analysis, or limited knowledge of subject

· Syntax and diction–limited competency with language use; repetitive vocabulary or weak sentence construction

· Format and design–unevenly incorporates design elements; may omit some elements completely

· Research–poorly incorporates sources, may not seek out all sources, may document poorly

· Mechanics–May contain errors that hinder readability

D=Inadequate

Ineffectively communicates the idea to its audience; fails to meet the standards of the profession.

· Thesis/focus–superficial or inconsistently addressed; may ignore or inadequately address audience

· Organization–reveals no apparent strategy; lapses in focus and logic

· Development–displays little knowledge of subject, fails to exhibit critical thinking, may reveal “cut and paste” strategies

· Syntax and diction–limited vocabulary, weak sentence structure, poor diction

· Format and design–demonstrates little understanding of the design elements necessary for the assignment

· Research–lacks sufficient research for the topic; fails to integrate research into the assignment properly, fails to document properly

· Mechanics–Many errors that garble meaning or intent

F=Incompetent

Fail to present ideas to audience and does not meet standards of profession.

· Thesis/focus–lacks central focus; lacks audience awareness

· Organization–random, without focus or logic

· Development–fails to exhibit critical thinking, fails to exhibit knowledge of subject or clear reasoning

· Syntax and diction–fails to demonstrate competent use of language; sentence construction weak and incoherent

· Format and design–fails to demonstrate understanding of appropriate use of design elements

· Research–fails to include necessary documentation; may be guilty of plagiarism

· Mechanics–serious and multiple errors; may approach incomprehensibility
