JCOM 2180

Introduction to Photojournalism

Instructor: Rod Boam

                        208-852-0155 (work)

                        435-760-1026 (cell)

                        435-245-0299 (Home)

Purpose:

        This course is intended to help people understand the importance of photographs for telling stories. Instruction is designed to help students know how to make and use photographs effectively.

        The first portion of the class students will learn how to use a digital camera and its different functions to make interesting photographs. After understanding the camera, students will learn the basic principals of a page layout to tell a story. Just like a good writer uses a computer to tell a story a photographer can tell stories using pictures.

Course requirements:

        Camera: At least a 3.0 mega pixel, digital point & shoot camera with autofocus and zoom lens capability.

        Textbook: Associated Press Guide to Photojournalism.
        Desire: The will to get off campus and make pictures.

        Deadlines: Assignments must be turned in on time.

        Grades: Grades will be decided by the final photo essay, weekly                 assignments, effort applied and attendance.

         Assignments should be done off campus.

         All photographs should be turned in with information to help the viewer understand why the photograph is important. Caption information should include the subjects name, what they are doing and why they are doing it.

Assignment #1

Make a digital self portrait that will tell us something about you. Include a resume or short biography of yourself.

Read- Introduction, pages, 11-28

Assignment #2

Demonstrate your some of you camera’s zoom lens, autofocus  and exposure manipulation capability.

Read:-The Look: Composition, Style and Cropping, pages 29-54

Assignment #4

Photograph someone at work. Use the points of the compass and move in close and back out to show a picture with size relationships.

Read- News: Thinking instinct and Curiosity, pages 55-78

Assignment #5

  Portraits make a photograph strait on as close as your camera will focus using its widest focal length. Fill the frame with the face. Photograph a person using window light, using front, side and back light.

Read-Features and Portraits pages, 79-103

Assignment #6

 Take photograph with action as the subject. Photos should have both blurred and stop action.

Read-Sports Peak Action and Telling Reaction pages 103-128

Final assignment #7

Make two photo stories worthy of publication using the techniques used in all the previous assignments.

