Article Ideas Assignment



          Magazine Journalism—Fall 2008

Due: At the beginning of class Thursday, Sept. 4

Worth: 2% of final grade

Develop six ideas for feature articles you could write this semester for local, regional, or national magazines. As you develop ideas, remember that you may write no more than one of your three articles for a Utah State University publication, each of your articles must be pitched to a different magazine, and you are required to write three different types of articles (how-to, personality profile, etc.). For each article idea, include one or two paragraphs discussing the following:

1. Your working title for the article.

2. The name of the magazine for which you plan to write the article. I ask to see copies of articles from the target magazine when you hand in your idea/research plans, which are due September 11 for article #1, October 16 for article #2, and November 18 for article #3. I expect to see articles from your target magazines by these dates whether or not you submit idea/research plans. If you cannot provide evidence that you’ve seen copies of your target publication by the time your manuscript is due, I will have to give you an F for the original draft of your article. If you still haven’t supplied proof that you’ve seen the target publication by the time your revision is due, you will again earn an F.

3. The type of article you intend to write. Your choices include current topic/problem/issue, historical, how-to, personality profile, popular science or health, and travel.

4. The intended focus and content of the article.

5. Your target audience. Tell me a.) who reads this magazine and b.) who will want to read your article. If I can’t see a connection between the two, I’ll suggest that you revise the idea and/or find another magazine.

6. How and where you will find the information for your article.

Before completing the assignment, ask yourself:

1. Is my idea too broad to deal with in one article? Can I break it into several ideas?

2. Is my idea too narrow to interest my chosen magazine audience? How can I broaden the focus?

3. Have I seen this type of article before? If so, is my approach original enough to warrant another article? Has my target publication run an article on this topic recently? If so, would the editors be interested in another?

4. Is it possible to research and write this article by the deadline (October 2, November 4, or December 2)?

5. Does my target magazine accept unsolicited manuscripts or does it require a query? For the purposes of meeting the deadlines in this class, it’s often best to target magazines that accept unsolicited manuscripts. If you choose to query first, you must do what the editor suggests—drop the idea, send a follow-up query in writing, put the idea on hold for now and pitch it again next year, etc.—even if it doesn’t fit our JCOM 4530 schedule.

Note: You are expected to have your article ideas and target publications approved in advance. See me if you wonder why an idea was rejected, you want to pursue a new idea, or your idea was given conditional approval and you want more help. Don’t hesitate to ask for advice.
