JCOM 4230

Corporate Video

Fall 2007
AnSci 312, MWF 10:30 -11:20am, 3 credits

Instructor:
 Dean Byrne

Address:  
 1740 E. 1550 N., Logan

Office:     
 AnSci 106 E
Hours: M-W-F 1:00-2:00 pm & by appointment

Phone:
  
 office 
 
797-3754



              
 home 

753-6858

               
 cell

770-3119
Call after 11 pm or before 8 am only if SMOKE is part of the problem.

e-mail: 

deanb@cc.usu.edu (Not checked every day) 

Course Objectives: This course will examine the shooting and editing of video for today’s corporate world.  Students will be trained in the production of various types of video presentations, including  press releases (VNR), training and instructional materials and documentation of procedures/processes.  

Text:  Rebholz, Gary & Michael Bryant   Digital Video and Audio Production (2d ed) 2003

Lab Fees: You have paid a lab fee for this course; the money is used to purchase both S-VHS and mini-DV video tapes, both of which cost considerably more than home-quality VHS tapes.  If you wish to make recordings of your work, you may do so if you provide your own tapes.  The lab fee is also used for routine equipment maintenance, music licenses, and replacement of small equipment.  However, your lab fee does not cover abuse or misuse of equipment.  If you are responsible for breakage or loss of equipment,  you are responsible for its repair or replacement.
Grading system and grading scale.  The course is based on a total of 100 points. Each assignment has a specific % assigned to it.  The final grade is based on the total number of points accumulated.
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Your final grade will be calculated on the following breakdown:

Class/Lab (attendance, project participation & in-class quizzes) - 20%

Video News Release:

20%

Training - Instructional video:  
20%

Final project


40%

All other grades will be assigned according to university guidelines.  No incomplete grade will be assigned to any student who has not completed at least 50% of total course work.

It is expected that all out-of-class written work will be computer-printed or typed.

Short, unannounced quizzes may be given from time to time.
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General Class Rules & Guidelines

1. Lab equipment MAY NOT be used for ANYTHING other than lab projects.
2. Attendance is extremely important if you expect to pass quizzes and acquire the skills necessary for the video projects.

3..
You will be using video equipment along with three other classes.  It is necessary that you sign up for the equipment.  You may keep it no more than 2 hours at one time unless you secure prior permission to keep it longer.

4.
Access to the building at night or on weekends must be arranged with the instructor.  There is no free parking allowed behind the building during the day, and you can be ticketed at night as well.  The department cannot bail you out!

5.
The equipment is delicate and overused.  It cannot be easily repaired or replaced.  Exercise every care, never leave it unattended and be sure you return everything to its proper place.  Be sure to put batteries on chargers.  Check the equipment before you take it out.  Report any problems immediately.  Leave notes, if necessary, on D. Byrne’s door.

6.
Late work will be penalized 10% per day.

7.
Class and lab times are CELL PHONE FREE TIMES!  If your phone or pager rings in class or lab it will cost you one letter grade.  TURN THEM OFF!  

8.
The Final exam will be given only on the day and time it is scheduled.

9.
If you do not know how to make it work call me.  If you break it you bought it.
10.
There are not enough cameras or editing systems for you to complete all assignments during class time.  You must put in a lot of out of class time to do the projects.
Calendar

Weeks 1 - 3
Text book modules 1- 8 

Learning the Equipment: Students will be  trained in the use of field cameras and editing     systems.

Shooting exercise

Editing exercise          Due Sep 14.  View Sep 17. 
Weeks 4 & 5
The Video News Release: Building a video promotional package.  Due Sep 28, 11:20am.
View Oct 1.
Weeks 6 - 8 
Training - Instructional videos. ‘How to’   Due Oct 17, 11:20am.  View Oct 22.
Weeks 9 - 15
Final project 
Due Nov 30, 11:20am.  View Dec 3, 5 & 7.

Week 16
Final Exam
Fri Dec 14, 9:30



The calendar is subject to change; if there are changes, they will be announced in class.
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    Academic Honesty
The University expects students and faculty alike to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty (for a complete definition, see University Catalogue or the Code of Policies and Procedures for Students at Utah State University, Article V, Section 3). The policy states: "[C]heating, falsification or plagiarism can result in warning, grade reduction, probation, suspension, expulsion, payment of damages, withholding of transcripts, withholding of degrees, removal a class, performance of community service, referral to appropriate counseling" or other penalties as the university judiciary may deem appropriate. Because public trust and personal credibility are essential to journalists and other professional communicators, the JCOM department observes a zero-tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty: Any documented form of academic dishonesty--including plagiarism--will result in an automatic F in the course and a report to the department head, the dean of the college and the USU vice president for student services. JCOM students who engage in documented academic dishonesty may be dropped from the major. Students who hand in similar or identical work will receive an “F” regardless of who copied from  whom. If you have any questions about what’s acceptable work under strict codes of academic honesty, see the USU Code of Policies and Procedures for Students, or consult your professor. Any suspicious work may be submitted to a database that compares student papers to other student and published work in a web database.

 JCOM Advising

In order to ensure that JCOM students progress through the major efficiently, the JCOM Department requires that all students meet with the department's Peer Adviser or with a faculty adviser each semester prior to preregistration. An academic hold will be placed on all JCOM majors and pre-majors each semester until students have obtained advising, either individually with an adviser or in one of several group advising sessions that will take place prior to the preregistration period. Academic holds on student records will be lifted upon presentation of a signed advising form to the JCOM office.  For questions, see your JCOM faculty adviser.

Professional Portfolios

                                                                         As part of the Senior Seminar capstone course required of all JCOM majors for graduation, students must compile and present to the faculty a portfolio of professional-quality work. This portfolio may include work produced in JCOM courses, labs, and internships. The final portfolio, created as part of the Senior Seminar (JCOM 400), will be evaluated by JCOM faculty and appropriate media professionals. For this reason, JCOM majors should maintain an ongoing file of coursework and other materials produced throughout their university careers that will reflect on the quality of their professional and academic preparation for communication careers. This material may include essays and papers written for classes, newspaper stories, video or Powerpoint productions, Internet sites, fliers or brochures, etc., that reflect your professional preparation. Start now in collecting these materials so that you will have a comprehensive file from which to select your best work to include in your final professional portfolio.

Questions, ask your JCOM instructors.                                                                              

                                                                                                                        3 Strikes and Your OUT
Students can take JCOM classes a maximum of three times; failure to achieve minimum grades will cause students to be dropped from the major.          
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