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JCOM 1500—Introduction to Mass Communication—Spring 2009
Jane Koerner

311 Animal Science Building

Jane.koerner@usu.edu
      797-1353
Office hours:  T/Th 3:15-5 p.m.; other times by appointment 


Class meeting time and location: T/Th, 9-10:15 a.m., Eccles Science Learning Center 46
Required text: 
The Media in Your Life: An Introduction to Mass Communication (4th edition), 

Jean Folkerts, Stephen Lacy, and Ann Larabee (2008)
Course Objectives

JCOM 1500 provides an overview of American mass media, incorporating historical, social, economic, and political perspectives. More importantly, it is intended to encourage you to think critically about mass media, their possible effects, the forces that shape them, and your vulnerability and power as a media consumer. In our discussions of print, broadcast, and new media, we will address the following broad questions:

1.) What forces have shaped and continue to shape the mass media and their content? We will examine external forces stemming from the societal environment in which the media operate as well as internal forces related to media production processes.

2.) What roles do mass media play in society and what effects might they have on us individually and collectively?

3.) Given what we know about media history, the media today, and trends within the media industry and society, what can we say about the media’s future?

4.) In what ways can we, as media consumers, make a difference in the mass media and their content?

Meeting the Objectives

Class time will be devoted to lecture, discussion, question-and-answer sessions, guest presentations, and small-group assignments. You’ll talk with each other and with me about media-related issues, and you’ll read about the media. It can be difficult to ensure that everyone participates in a class this large. That’s unfortunate. Everyone has something valuable to contribute. For the sake of your education—and for the edification of your colleagues—please read the assigned chapters, review your lecture notes regularly, think about the course material, and come to class (preferably on time) prepared to participate.
General Course Procedures

Attendance

With just a few exceptions (the first two class sessions and the days when we have in-class assignments and exams), I don’t take attendance. However, as explained in more detail below, part of your grade is based on your participation in question-and-answer sessions held in class. Since you won’t know ahead of time when you’ll be asked a question, you run a risk of damaging your grade by skipping class. It’s up to you to decide how much risk you’re willing to take.

Lectures and discussion supplement the material in your text. You’ll be tested on material from class as well as from the book, so it’s in your best interest to attend class or borrow notes from a student you trust. I do not distribute lecture notes because I believe you need to learn to identify the important points in a presentation and take usable notes.

Class Etiquette

Please respect the educational experience of your fellow students. Conversing with your neighbors, reading the newspaper, checking e-mail on your laptop computer, taking cell phone calls, text messaging, and eating corn chips in class are distracting to those around you and to me. Avoid such behaviors. Arriving late and leaving early are also disruptive, but I’d rather have you here for part of class than not at all. To minimize the disruption, take a seat near the door if you come in late or must leave early. If you arrive on time and plan to stay for the whole class, please leave the seats closest to the door empty. Finally, you distract those around you by packing up your belongings before the end of class. Be patient. Class will end on time.
Academic Honesty

I begin this semester with the expectation that we all share a commitment to high standards of academic honesty. I will not tolerate breaches of those standards. For specific information on the university’s policy on academic honesty, see the General Catalog or the Code of Policies and Procedures for Students at Utah State University. In brief, cheating, falsification, and plagiarism can result in a warning, a grade reduction, probation, suspension, expulsion, charges for damages, withholding of transcripts or degrees, removal from a class, referral to appropriate counseling, or other disciplinary actions.

The JCOM Department has a zero-tolerance policy for plagiarism. Any form of academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, will result in an automatic F for the course and a report to the dean of the College. JCOM majors who engage in proven academic dishonesty may be dropped from the major. Students who hand in similar or identical work will receive an F regardless of who copied from whom.

Retaking JCOM Courses

Students may take JCOM classes a maximum of three times. Failure to achieve minimum grades (for JCOM 1500, that grade is C+) will cause students to be excluded or dropped from the major.

Grading

Your grade will be based on how many of 400 total points you accumulate on two preliminary exams, a comprehensive final exam, assignments, and a question-and-answer session. Note: You must take both preliminary exams and the final exam to pass JCOM 1500.
Preliminary Exams (90 points each)

The two preliminary exams will each consist of 60 multiple-choice and true-false questions. The first exam will cover all readings listed in the syllabus (including those from the text and those from other sources) and all material presented in class (including material from lectures, guest lectures, Q&A, in-class exercises, discussion, and handouts) up through February 12—the date of the first exam. The second exam will be on March 26, and it will cover all readings assigned and all class material presented after the first exam.

Final Exam (150 points)

The final exam will use the same kinds of questions as the preliminary exams. It will be comprehensive, which means everything from the course is fair game. This exam will be held in our regular room during our official final exam week time slot (see the schedule on p. 7).
Assignments (20 points each; 60 points maximum)

There will be five small-group assignments; you must complete three. You may do a fourth for extra credit (see details on p. 4). Assignment #1 will involve a combination of in-class and outside work; #2 is scheduled for an evening; and #3, #4, and #5 will be held during class. Specific dates are included in the schedule on pp. 5-7. 
With the three in-class assignments and one evening assignment, I will sign in everyone who is on time, introduce the assignment, and divide you into groups of four to five members. As a group, you will write a short paper to hand in by the end of the period. Each assignment is worth a maximum of 20 points. I honor no excuses and offer no chances to make up assignments. You must be on time for class. If you arrive after attendance has been taken, leave before your group hands in its paper, or miss class, you forfeit your chance to do the assignment for credit. I do not offer partial credit for those who arrive after attendance has been taken or who leave early. 
For assignment #1, you must be in class for at least the last half hour on January 15 to receive instructions and be assigned to a group. Outside class, you will collect information needed for the assignment. You and your group will then meet, pool your information, discuss it, and write your paper. That paper will be due during the first 10 minutes of class January 29. Whether work is completed inside or outside class, all deadlines are firm. Late work will not be accepted for credit under any circumstances. 

If you miss an assignment, pick up the assignment handout later in class or outside my office door. I sometimes use the information in these handouts for exam questions.

Question-and-Answer Sessions (10 points)

During class, I will randomly select a name from the roster. I will ask that student a question or solicit comments based on the material we’ve been covering in class and/or in the readings. If the student is present and answers well, he or she will receive 10 points. If not, his or her name will be thrown back in the hat to be drawn one more time during a later class. If the student is again absent, asleep, unable to answer, etc., he or she will lose the points.

Recap

To summarize, your grade will be based on:
First preliminary exam. . . . . . . . 90 points







Second preliminary exam. . . . . .90 points







Comprehensive final exam. . . . 150 points

Assignments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 points







Question-and-answer session. . . 10 points





                      



400 points
The points translate to letter grades as follows:

A = 373 – 400 (93.25% and higher)   B- = 320 – 332 (80.0-83.0%)        D+ = 266 – 279 (66.5-69.75%)
A- = 360 – 372 (90.0-93.0%)
        C+ = 306 – 319 (76.5-79.75%)     D = 253 – 265 (63.25-66.25%)
B+ = 346 – 359 (86.5-89.75%)
        C = 293 – 305 (73.25-76.25%)     F = 0 – 252 (63.0% and below)
B = 333 – 345 (83.25-86.25%)
        C- = 280 – 292 (70.0-73.0%)
Extra Credit
You are required to complete only three of our five small-group assignments. However, if you complete a fourth assignment, I will give you 10 extra credit points. (You receive no additional points for completing all five assignments.) You may choose any four of the five assignments. This is the only way to earn extra credit in JCOM 1500. To earn the extra points, you must fulfill all assignment requirements (for example, arrive on time, sign in, and work with your group until the paper has been handed in). No partial credit will be given if you arrive late, leave early, or do not actively participate.
Additional Details About Grading

Missing deadlines can cost you your job, alienate your friends, irritate your family—and earn you Fs in this class. Deadlines for the assignments are not negotiable. Meet the deadlines and do the work well or you don’t get the points. No one who arrives after I have taken attendance at the beginning of class will receive credit (full or partial) for in-class assignments. Weddings, funerals, a case of the flu, a change in your work schedule, an accident that requires a trip to the emergency room, and other such excuses will not earn you a chance to make up assignments. You are only required to complete three of the five assignments. Save your chances to miss assignments for an emergency. 
Like assignment deadlines, exam dates are not negotiable. If severe, extended illness or another legitimate (as defined by me) problem forces you to miss one of the exams, notify me as soon as possible. Be prepared to supply documentation from someone other than your parents, roommate, or spouse. I will coordinate with everyone granted a makeup test and try to schedule one time for all to take the exam. As noted earlier, you must take all three exams to pass JCOM 1500 no matter how many points you accumulate.

Following is a list of the kinds of excuses I’ve heard during my years in teaching. They don’t work.

     1.) “My paper’s on a disk and my roommate stuck it in her book bag by mistake. She’s in Idaho 

     visiting her parents until tomorrow.”

     2.) “I’m really stressed because I’m taking 19 hours, working a part-time job, and taking care of

     the twins while my wife’s sick.”

     3.) “I e-mailed my paper to you yesterday. Didn’t you get it?”

     4.) “My roommate was supposed to give you my paper but he (she) couldn’t find your office.”

     5.) “You mean it was due at the beginning of class? I thought I had until the end of class.”

6.) “The printer in the computer lab quit working just before I was ready to print our paper. If you call this number, the lab technician will confirm that it wasn’t my fault.”

7.) “I went to Hawaii with my family. I was supposed to be back on Wednesday, but the airline canceled my flight and rebooked me on a later one. I couldn’t get back here until Friday.”

8.) “My best friend’s getting married in Arizona and the wedding is the same day as our first test.”

     9.) “I already know I can meet deadlines, so why do I have to prove it to you?”

The Instructor

I have ten years of teaching experience and 25 years of experience in commercial and non-profit publishing. I have been the editor of three different magazines in Colorado and Utah. I helped launch two of them. Hundreds of my articles have been published in newspapers and magazines throughout the intermountain West, and my radio essays occasionally air on University of Utah’s biweekly Radio West show. 
Readings and Exams

Most assigned readings are from the Folkerts, Lacy, and Larabee book. Complete each day’s readings before coming to class that day. Occasionally, additional readings will be distributed in class.

Week 1

Jan. 6, 8
Ch. 1 (“We the People: Media and Communication”)
Week 2

Jan. 13

Ch. 10 (“Journalism: Information and Society”)
Jan. 15
Preparation for assignment #1: Auditing our media use. 

How do you use media? Which media do you use? What does your media use say about you? These are the kinds of questions you’ll tackle in assignment #1. To do this assignment for credit, you must be in class for at least the last 30 minutes on January 15 to receive instructions and be assigned to a group. If you are not in class, you forfeit the chance to do the assignment for credit.
Week 3

Jan. 20

Review pages 18-21 (“Use and Functions of Media in the 

Marketplace”)

Read pages 409, 412-414 (“Uses and Gratifications Research”;
“Influences on Content,” including “Individual Factors,” “Organizational Factors,” “Market Factors,” and “Ideology”)


Jan. 22

Ch. 11 (“Public Relations”)


Week 4

Jan. 27

NO CLASS. Meet in small groups to work on assignment #1.

Jan. 29
             Ch. 12 (“Advertising”)  

   
Assignment #1 due at the beginning of class. Assignments will only be accepted during the first 10 minutes of class. Do not slide your paper under my office door.

Week 5

Feb. 3 

Review Ch. 11, 12 (“Public Relations,” “Advertising”)


Feb. 5                Ch. 2 (“Books”)  
Assignment #2 (evening session): Making editorial decisions at the newspaper.
7 p.m. to 9:15 p.m., Feb. 5. Room to be announced. 
You’ll watch a video that follows college newspaper staff members as they make editorial decisions and you’ll decide how you would have handled one particularly controversial decision. To do the assignment for credit, you must arrive on time, sign in before I start the assignment instructions, and stay until your group has handed in its paper.
Week 6

Feb. 10

Ch. 3 (“Newspapers”)
Feb. 12

Preliminary exam #1
We’ll provide the Scantron. You provide a pencil. Be on time. No one will be allowed to begin the exam after others have finished and left the room.
Week 7

Feb. 17

NO CLASS TODAY. UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY.


Feb. 19

Review Ch. 3 (“Newspapers”) 

Week 8

Feb. 24

Ch. 5 (“The Movies”)

Feb. 26             Assignment #3 (in class): Improving the movie rating system. 

We all like to complain about ratings, but what should be changed? Here’s your chance to explain how you’d improve the U.S. movie rating system. This assignment will be completed during our regular class period. To do the assignment for credit, you must arrive on time, sign in before I start the assignment instructions, and stay until your group has handed in its paper. To prepare for assignment #3 (and exam #2), visit the following sites before class:
1.) http://www.mpaa.org/, the Motion Picture Association of America’s home site. Click on “About Us” and read about the MPAA and MPA. After that, browse and see what you learn.

2.) http://www.filmratings.com/questions.htm

Read “Questions & Answers: Everything You Always Wanted To Know About The Movie Rating System.” Next, click on “Greater Detail” under one of the questions and read the piece by Jack Valenti, former MPAA president. Read all parts of the article.


Feb. 26    
Ch. 15 (“Mass Communication Research: From Content to Effects”)    
Week 9

March 3
Ch. 6 (“Radio”)


March 5
Ch. 7 (“Radio”)
Week 10
NO CLASS THIS WEEK. SPRING BREAK.
Week 11
March 17
Ch. 7 (“Television”) 
March 19
Assignment #4 (in class): Concentration of media ownership. 

If a media mogul, independent newspaper owner, FCC commissioner, and citizen came together for a panel discussion, what would they say to each other about the concentration of media ownership? You write the script. This assignment will be completed during our regular class period. To do the assignment for credit, you must arrive on time, sign in before I start the assignment instructions, and stay until your group has handed in its paper. Readings to be announced.
Week 12
March 24
Ch. 7 (“Television”) 






March 26
Preliminary exam #2



We’ll provide the Scantron. You arrive on time, pencil in hand.
Week 13
March 31
Ch. 9 (“Computers and the Internet”)

April 2

Ch. 13 (“Ethics”)
Week 14
April 7

Ch. 13 (“Ethics”)

April 9

Ch. 14 (“Regulation”)

Week 15
April 14
Ch. 14 (“Regulation”)

April 16
To be announced

Week 16
April 21
No new reading, review for final exam
April 23
Assignment #5 (in class): Media of the future.


What will the media landscape look like in 10 years? Give us your best predictions. The assignment will be completed in class. To receive credit, you must arrive on time, sign in before I start the assignment instructions, and stay until your group has handed in its paper. Readings to be announced.
FINAL EXAM

.

Tuesday, April 28, 9-10 a.m., Eccles Science Learning Center 46
