JCOM 2230: Writing for Electronic Media, Sp ‘07

3 credits TR 9:00–10:15 a.m. AnSci 315

Instructor: Penny M. Byrne

Office: AnSci 108A Phone: 797-3289

Hours: MWF 11:00 a.m.–noon & by appointment

E-mail: penny.byrne@usu.edu

Catalogue description: Theory and practice of reporting public affairs for broadcast and electronic media.  Emphasizes newsgathering, understanding local political structures, news and feature writing, commercial and continuity writing, interviewing, media law, ethics and cultural sensitivity.  

Course objectives: This course will prepare students to write for electronic media by developing a sense of what’s newsworthy.  Students successfully completing the course will demonstrate the following skills:

· Writing and editing for oral presentation

· Understanding of script formats

· Interviewing

· Writing to video

· Gathering basic information

· Producing television newscasts

Text: Tuggle, C. A., Forrest Carr & Suzanne Huffman.  Broadcast News Handbook: Writing, Reporting & Producing in a Converging Media World.  3rd Ed, 2007.  The text contains a CD-ROM which will be used in several of the assignments; be sure you have it.

Grading system and grading scale: The course is based on a maximum of 1000 points.  Each assignment has a point value assigned to it; the final grade is determined by the total number of points accumulated.

Grading scale:

A
937–1000 points


C+
750–786

A- 900–936



C
712–749

B+
862–899



C-
675–711

B
825–861



D+
637–674

B- 787–824



D
600–636

                                    F
Below 600

No incomplete grades will be assigned unless a student has completed at least 50% of total coursework and then only according to university catalogue guidelines.  

Calendar

August 28


Orientation to class

Aug. 30


Chapter 1

Sep. 4 & 6


Chapter 2

Sep. 11 & 13

Chapter 3

Sep. 18 & 20

In-class exercise

Sep. 25 


Chapter 4

Sep. 27


Chapter 5

Oct. 2 


Interview exercise

Oct. 4



Interview evaluation

Oct. 9



Chapter 6

Oct. 11


Mid-term

Oct. 16 & 18


Chapter 7

Oct. 23 


Chapter 8

Oct. 25 & 30


Chapter 9

Nov. 1


Chap. 10

Nov. 6 & 8


Chapter 11

Nov. 13


Chapter 12

Nov. 15


Chapter 13

Nov. 20


Chapter 14

Nov. 22


Thanksgiving

Nov. 27


Chapter 15

Nov.29–Dec. 4

Working w/ Newscast class

Dec. 7


Review for Final Exam

Dec. 12


9:30–11:20 Final Exam

Summary of Assignments

You are expected to read the assigned material before you come to class; it’s likely that the first thing you’ll be expected to do is write, and that writing should demonstrate understanding of the text material. You may also be given short quizzes. The average of these in-class grades will equal 300 points (30%). The lowest grade on in-class assignment will be dropped.  In general–because of the nature of in-class assignments–they cannot be made up if missed.  In case of documented illness, university-sponsored travel or other serious situations, I will arrange a make-up.

Out-of-class writing assignments equal 300 points (30%).  The lowest grade will be dropped.

Midterm exam equals 200 points

Final exam equals 200 points

All out-of-class work must be printed; nothing written in longhand is accepted

Academic Honesty
“The University expects that students and faculty alike maintain the highest standards of academic honesty.”  (For a complete definition, see the University Catalogue or the Code of Policies and Procedures for Students at Utah State University, Article V, Section 3.)The policy states: “[Cheating, falsification or plagiarism can result in warning, grade reduction, probation, suspension, expulsion, payment of damages, withholding of transcripts, withholding of degrees, removal from a class, performance of community service, referral to appropriate counseling”–or other penalties as the university judiciary may deem appropriate.  Because public trust and personal credibility are essential to journalists and other professional communicators, the JCOM Department observes a zero-tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty.  Any documented form of academic dishonesty–including plagiarism–will result in an automatic F in the course and a report to the department head, the dean of the college and the USU vice president for student services.  JCOM students who engage in documented academic dishonesty may be dropped from the major.  Students who hand in similar or identical work will receive an F no matter who copied from whom.  If you have any questions about what’s acceptable work under strict codes of academic dishonesty, see the USU Code of Policies and Procedures for students or consult your professor.  Any suspicious work may be submitted to a database that compares student papers to other student and published work.

JCOM Advising

In order to insure that JCOM students progress through the major efficiently, the department requires that all students meet with the department’s Peer Advisor or a faculty advisor each semester prior to registration.  An academic hold will be placed on all JCOM majors and pre-majors each semester until students have obtained advising, either individually or in one of several group advising sessions scheduled before each registration period.  Academic holds on student records will be lifted upon presentation of a signed advising for to the JCOM office.  If you have questions, see your JCOM advisor.

Professional Portfolios

As part of the Senior Seminar capstone course required of all JCOM majors for 

graduation, students must compile and present to the faculty a portfolio of professional

quality work.  This portfolio must include work produced in JCOM courses, labs and internships.  The final portfolio, created in JCOM 400, will be evaluated by JCOM faculty and appropriate media professionals.  For this reason, JCOM students should maintain an ongoing file of coursework and other materials produced throughout their university careers that will reflect on the quality of their professional and academic preparation for communication careers.  This material should include essays and papers written for classes, newspaper stories, video or Powerpoint productions, internet sites, fliers, brochures, etc., that reflect your professional preparation.  Start now to collect these materials so that you will have a comprehensive file from which to select your best work to include in your final portfolio.  If you have questions, see your JCOM instructors.

