Newscast II: Spring 2009

Instructor: Penny M. Byrne

Office Hours: MWF 11:00 a.m.–noon, AnSci 108A

Phone: 797-3289; cell: 770-3129; home: 753-6858

e-mail: pennyb@hass.usu.edu
Students in this class function as reporters, writers, producers and anchors for both A-TV News and Cache Rendezvous.  They are expected to attend all classes and participate in the production of the programs. 

Each student in this class must have a personal hard drive of at least 200 gig on which to store all video.  No material should be kept on the editing machines.

Each student will complete the following assignments:

Weeks one and two: Produce at least one stand-alone package, relatively timeless, for use in the first two weeks of actual program production. Refresh your memory about editing systems. Attend training during class on switcher and anything else you may need to know.

Weeks three and following: Complete assignments as posted.  Please note: You are scheduled for one major production assignment per week.  You must also produce a video package per week.  The package should be prepared for the show in which you do not have a producing assignment.   The story must be edited and ready to view no later than 10:30 a.m. of the day the show is scheduled to be recorded.  Do not plan to come in Monday morning to edit a story that runs that day!  Unless the story is breaking news, any story not ready by 10:30 a.m. will be reduced at least a full letter grade.

The schedule for the class is as follows:

· Monday:  Production day for A-TV News

· Tuesday: Assignment/budget meetings for Cache Rendezvous:

· Wednesday:  Assignment meeting for the following Monday’s A-TV News

· Thursday: Production day for Cache Rendezvous

When you enter this class–you have an A.  You can reduce that grade by (1) failure to attend class, (2) consistent tardiness to class, (3) leaving class before it’s over, (4) not fulfilling your producing or other responsibilities, (5) not producing a package every week, (6) not mastering the skills required.

What Happens to Your Programs

The programs are available on the university website at usu.edu/atvnews.  They are also linked to hardnews café and utahstatesman. To activate those links, the producer must send a brief description of each day’s program to the webmaster of the atv website (Sarah Condie and Corinne Smith this semester) and to hardnewscafe.  Addresses are posted in the newsroom.  Formats are also available in the newsroom.
