Newscast II: Fall 2007

Instructor: Penny M. Byrne

Office Hours: MWF 11:00 a.m.–noon, AnSci 108A

Phone: 797-3289; cell: 770-3129; home: 753-6858

e-mail: pennyb@hass.usu.edu
Students in this class function as reporters, writers, producers and anchors for both A-TV News and Cache Rendezvous.  They are expected to attend all classes and participate in the production of the programs. 

Each student will complete the following assignments:

Weeks one and two: Produce at least one stand-alone package, relatively timeless, for use in the first two weeks of actual program production. Refresh your memory about editing systems. Attend training during class on switcher and anything else you may need to know.

Weeks three and following: Complete assignments as posted.  Please note: You are scheduled for one major production assignment per week.  You must also produce a video package per week.  The package should be prepared for the show in which you do not have a producing assignment.   The story must be edited and ready to view no later than 10:30 a.m. of the day the show is scheduled to be recorded.  Do not plan to come in Monday morning to edit a story that runs that day!  Unless the story is breaking news, any story not ready by 10:30 a.m. will be reduced at least a full letter grade.

The schedule for the class is as follows:

· Monday:  Production day for A-TV News

· Tuesday: Assignment/budget meetings for Cache RendezvousWednesday:

· Wednesday:  Assignment meeting for the following Monday’s A-TV News

· Thursday: Production day for Cache Rendezvous

When you enter this class–you have an A.  You can reduce that grade by (1) failure to attend class, (2) consistent tardiness to class, (3) leaving class before it’s over, (4) not fulfilling your producing or other responsibilities, (5) not producing a package every week, (6) not mastering the skills required.

What Happens to Your Programs

Beginning in Fall, 2006, we dramatically increased the distribution of the programs that you produce.  The program producer has responsibility for insuring this distribution.  First–the V-HS video tape must be taken by the producer to the Housing Office near the ORC.  This allows A-TV (a unit of Housing) to air the tape for on-campus distribution, where it’s shown on the campus cable system every two hours all day. The mini-DV is also up-loaded for linking to various websites.  Currently, we are linked to Hard News Café and the Utah Statesman. Because of the ease of creating these links–we exploring adding the HASS college website as well.  And–you may get to the programs directly by using this address: mms://stream.usu.class.jcom4210/(mmddyy).wmv.  So–you can tell your families and friends and they can see your work, literally within hours–and anywhere in the world that’s on the www.
Academic Honesty
“The University expects that students and faculty alike maintain the highest standards of academic honesty.”  (For a complete definition, see the University Catalogue or the Code of Policies and Procedures for Students at Utah State University, Article V, Section 3.)The policy states: “[Cheating, falsification or plagiarism can result in warning, grade reduction, probation, suspension, expulsion, payment of damages, withholding of transcripts, withholding of degrees, removal from a class, performance of community service, referral to appropriate counseling”–or other penalties as the university judiciary may deem appropriate.  Because public trust and personal credibility are essential to journalists and other professional communicators, the JCOM Department observes a zero-tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty.  Any documented form of academic dishonesty–including plagiarism–will result in an automatic F in the course and a report to the department head, the dean of the college and the USU vice president for student services.  JCOM students who engage in documented academic dishonesty may be dropped from the major.  Students who hand in similar or identical work will receive an F no matter who copied from whom.  If you have any questions about what’s acceptable work under strict codes of academic dishonesty, see the USU Code of Policies and Procedures for students or consult your professor.  Any suspicious work may be submitted to a database that compares student papers to other student and published work.

JCOM Advising

In order to insure that JCOM students progress through the major efficiently, the department requires that all students meet with the department’s Academic Advisor, Reid Furniss; the Peer Advisor or a faculty advisor each semester prior to registration.  An academic hold will be placed on all JCOM majors and pre-majors each semester until students have obtained advising, either individually or in one of several group advising sessions scheduled before each registration period.  Academic holds on student records will be lifted upon presentation of a signed advising for to the JCOM office.  If you have questions, see your JCOM advisor.

Professional Portfolios

As part of the Senior Seminar capstone course required of all JCOM majors for 

graduation, students must compile and present to the faculty a portfolio of professional

quality work.  This portfolio must include work produced in JCOM courses, labs and internships.  The final portfolio, created in JCOM 4000, will be evaluated by JCOM faculty and appropriate media professionals.  For this reason, JCOM students should maintain an ongoing file of coursework and other materials produced throughout their university careers that will reflect on the quality of their professional and academic preparation for communication careers.  This material should include essays and papers written for classes, newspaper stories, video or Powerpoint productions, internet sites, fliers, brochures, etc., that reflect your professional preparation.  Start now to collect these materials so that you will have a comprehensive file from which to select your best work to include in your final portfolio.  If you have questions, see your JCOM instructors.

