JCOM 5230: Video Documentary Production Sp ‘09

3 credits Fri An Sci 310

Instructor: Penny M. Byrne AnSci 108A 797-3289 E-mail: penny.byrne@usu.edu 

Office hours: MWF 11:00–12:00 AnSci 108A

Objectives: This course provides opportunities for  production of video documentaries.  Students will develop, write and produce short documentary programs; there is an opportunity for programs produced to be aired on Aggie-TV.  Students will learn each step in the documentary production process, starting with proposal development, moving through budgeting and scheduling, and finally into the production and editing of a finished documentary.

Text: No text is required, but students will be held responsible for handouts and lecture materials.  Each student must acquire and use a portable hard drive on which to store all video material.  No video must be filed on the hard drives of the video editing systems in the edit bays.  Any files left on the edit bays will be erased.

Students may work either as individuals or in pairs.  Finished documentaries will be a minimum of fifteen minutes in length.  Longer programs may be produced with approval of instructor, but be reasonable about your expectations.  It is harder than you think to produce long material.

Assignment Summary
Proposal 


   


100 



Schedule & Budget




100



Script






200



Final tape: content




200



Final tape: production



200

Quizzes: scheduled & unscheduled

100

Attendance





 100

Documentary Topics
Topics must be approved before any production is begun.  During the first two weeks of class, we will discuss numerous possibilities; as soon as you think you have an idea, see instructor.  Do not assume you can start shooting anything you want to shoot!

Calendar

Week 1:
 What is a documentary anyway?  Some definitions, discussions, and deliberations

Assignment: Pair Up, Come up with a topic area

Week 2:
Discuss Topic Areas: Outline how to make proposals, budgeting and scheduling

Assignment: Write proposal and come prepared to present proposal.

Week 3:
Pitch Proposal in class.  Turn in formal proposal and outline.

Week 4:
Budget/Schedule due in class: Discuss Scripting in class

Assignment: Start on script–start to plan shooting if possible.

Week 5:
Review Language of Video in class, narrators

Assignment: work on script

Week 6:
View a documentary

Rough draft of complete script due in class

Week 7:
Return rough drafts/ critique

Assignment: revisions–

Week 8:
Final script due in class

Assignment: Scout shooting locations, contact people

Week 9:
Group discussion, trouble shooting, script revisions as necessary. 

Shooting

Week 10: 
Spring Break

Week
 11–end–Meet w/ progress reports–Show finished products!

