JCOM 4530:  Special Topics:  Radio

Spring Semester 2008
ENG 205 T/H 3:00p-4:15p
FS. Weller

MDLS (Radio-TV) 106

2:00p T/H or appointment
797-3162

Week 1
Class Session 1

Introductions

Syllabus and Expectations

Introduction of students

Discussion and opinions on what IS radio?


Tonight:  View Empire of the Air, 
http://www.usu.edu/cms/streams/radio/empireoftheair.asx
Class Session 2

History of Intermountain radio

Tonight:  View AM to FM: Three Decades of Radio in Utah, 



http://www.usu.edu/cms/streams/radio/amtofm.asx

All Weekend:  Listen to the radio, all formats, all dayparts
Week 2
Class Session 3
Listening to scoped vintage aircheck

Radio station staffing structure

Commercial / Non-Commercial
Low Power services

Class Session 4

Listening to scoped vintage aircheck

Programming a Radio Station
Formatics

Tonight:  Observe and track assigned station formatics and rotation

Week 3

Class Session 5

Listening to scoped vintage aircheck

History of radio regulation

FCC rules and regulations

Radio Transmission Theory
Class Session 6
Listening to scoped vintage aircheck

Radio Station Operation 
Week 4
Class Session 7
Listening to scoped vintage aircheck

Announcing Styles and Inflections

Pitfalls to avoid
Copy reading aloud
Tonight:  Housekeeping copy writing

Class Session 8
Listening to scoped vintage aircheck

Interview elements

News writing for radio

Actualities and news bites

Newsgathering methods
Tonight:  Write news stories

Week 5
Class Session 9
Listening to scoped vintage aircheck

Read and evaluate news stories
Combine stories into a newscast

Produce newscast

Evaluate production

Tour of local stations?

Class Session 10
Studio Equipment

Production elements

Transmission basics
Week 5 & 6
Class Session 
Review and evaluate programs

Program Production assignments

Class Session 
Program Production assignments

Review and evaluate programs
Week 7-15
Class Session 

Program Production assignments

Review and evaluate programs

Class Session 

Industry guest lecture 
(Written mid-term week 7)
Week 16 – Practical final

Production Assignments
Station Format (to be followed!)
Newscast (90 seconds)

Public Service Announcements
Commercial Announcements
Weather Forecasts
Musical Selections

30-minutes scoped to remove the music

Both scoped and un-scoped versions to be turned in

MP3 format (upload upon completion to http://129.123.59.120/dropbox.php and follow the on-screen prompts)

One assignment every two weeks
Production assignments will be reviewed by peers

Reading Assignments
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Alten, Audio in Media, 8th ed., 2007
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