JCOM 2170 – Reporting Public Affairs
9:30 to 10:20 a.m. MWF

 AnSci 315

Professor Nancy Williams

Office: AnSci 306

Phone: 797-3299 (office), 752-4780 (home); I’ll take your calls until 10 p.m.

Office hours: MWF 10:30-11:20 a.m., Wednesday 2:30-3:30 p.m., others by appointment

E-mail: nancy.williams@usu.edu
Required texts:  

-- News Reporting & Writing, The Missouri Group, 9th edition.

– The Elements of Journalism, Bill Kovanch & Tom Rosenstiel, 2007 edition

-- Associated Press Style Manual, latest edition. 

-- The Herald Journal, the daily newspaper for Cache Valley.
Recommended texts:

-- Daily reading of a major daily newspaper such as The Salt Lake Tribune or The New York Times. You can read the Trib free at http://sltrib.com. You can also read the New York Times free at http://www.nytimes.com/ (You will need to register with an e-mail address to use the NYT service.)

--  Elements of Style, by Strunk and White. Buy this concise, classic set of instructions for good writing,  or read it free at http://www.bartleby.com/141/
–  a Web site for your textbook’s research links available at http://bedfordstmartins.com/newsreporting/
Purpose of this course:
JCOM 2170 is an intermediate course on reporting news and public affairs, the “boot camp” that takes you out into the community to write stories about the people who live there. In this class you’ll be responsible for reporting on a small town’s government and people for the semester. You’ll learn where to find and how to use public records. You’ll use the Internet to gather background information, learn how the state criminal justice system works and how to cover it as a journalist, sharpen your interviewing and writing skills, and enterprise feature stories . Your stories will be published electronically on the JCOM department’s nationally recognized news site, the Hard News Café, at http://www.hardnewscafe.usu.edu/
What to expect:
You’ll get out of the classroom and into the world -- JCOM 2170 is a transition from the classroom where you took notes and tried to stay awake through boring lectures to the town hall, where you’ll still be taking notes and trying to stay awake, this time so you can understand zoning regulations and water wars well enough to write about them for the next day’s news. You’ll produce copious quantities of reporting and writing.  

You will need access to reliable transportation  in order to cover meetings of local government entities, all of which meet in the evening.  

We’ll be taking field trips to the offices of elected public officials several times during the semester. On field trip days the class will meet at the designated official’s office. Field trip dates and places are noted in the class schedule. If there are changes to this schedule, you’ll receive notice of the change in class and, when possible, by e-mail. 

Beats:
For the next 15 weeks you’ll be a staff writer for the Hard News Cafe, reporting on one of Cache County’s cities and towns, and I will be your editor. You’ll submit an average of one story a week from your town beat. You’ll need to drive to your town to cover its public meetings and do research for feature stories -- in other words, hang out and get to know the people who live there.  In addition, I expect you to stay current on all local, state and national news and understand if and how it affects your town. Questions about current local, state and national events are fair game for unannounced pop quizzes.

Prerequisites: Grades of C+ or better in JCOM 1130, JCOM 1500 and JCOM 2010.
ATTENDANCE AND STORY DEADLINES: 

Electronic (e-mail) deadlines:

– All meeting stories are due by 5 p.m. the day after the meeting. 
– Breaking news stories (e.g., fires, accidents with injuries) are due by 9 p.m the day they happen. 
– Feature stories submitted for the town beat requirement are due by 5 p.m. Friday .

Paper copies of the stories you submit to me may be turned in to me the next time class meets.

I expect you to meet the story deadlines on the class schedule unless circumstances beyond your control prevent you from writing,  in which case we need to talk about it in advance.

My policy on attendance is the same as what’s expected at any journalism job. You are expected to show up for class and for your town meetings on time, and to meet your deadlines. If you must miss a class or an assignment, you may be able to make it up provided you notify me beforehand and have a reasonable excuse. If you do not make such a prior arrangement with me, you may receive a 0 for the missed assignment. You may notify me by e-mail (nancy.williams@usu.edu) or by phone. 

Disabilities: 

If you have a disability that requires accommodation in order for you to take this class, please contact me. The disability must be documented by the Disability Resource Center. Course material may be requested in alternative formats.

Exams and Quizzes:
Quizzes are noted in the schedule. You can count on them after the field trips, covering the content of those trips. These are open note quizzes to give you practice in taking good, usable notes. Bring your notes with you on quiz days.  Quizzes will also cover current events. 

There will be a midterm that will include material from the assigned readings, class lectures, handouts and field trips.

GRADING:  Here’s where your grade will come from:

-- 15 stories -- NINE from your town beat (a mix of city council and feature stories), THREE from press conferences I’ll schedule, ONE court story , ONE police story, and ONE focus (in-depth) story. The final story is worth 100 points; the others count 40 points each.

-- ONE initial beat assignment worth 40 points. This will be a memo to your editor (that’s me) and will include the names and addresses of your town’s public officials, their phone numbers, meeting time/place/day and address of the place the council meets, as well as other pertinent information about the town.

– Regular, short open-note quizzes (see schedule), each worth 10-20 points. 

-- ONE midterm exam worth 100-150 points.  

-- TWO in-class presentations by you about your stories, and TWO individual meetings with me, worth 25 points each.

EXTRA CREDIT: You may get 25 points of extra credit for turning in ALL your stories except the final story by 11:59 p.m. Friday, Nov. 21.

There’s a grade sheet on the back page of this syllabus, identical to the one I keep for you, so you can track your grade and keep up with what stories you still need to write.

Important notes on gradingtc \l1 "Important notes on grading
Each story you write receives two grades: one for journalism (fulfilling the journalistic requirements such as getting the most important information in the lead, having no errors of fact, quoting people directly, asking good questions, demonstrating critical thinking) and one for mechanics (correct spelling, grammar, syntax and AP style). 

The public's trust is the most valuable thing we have in the news media. When readers no longer trust what they read or hear, we are bankrupt. Nothing shatters trust faster than evidence that we can't get basic facts straight. Spelling counts and always will. Any story that misspells a person's name or misidentifies them may receive an automatic 0 for the mechanics grade.

Town beat stories are have a possible total of 40 points. Errors of fact count at least 10 points off and may result in a grade of zero in the journalism category, depending on the severity. Each spelling error is one to four points off. Each error of grammar or AP style counts up to two points off, at my discretion. As noted above, misspelling someone’s name may reduce your mechanics grade to zero, meaning the highest grade you could get on that assignment is 20 points, so be careful. 

ALWAYS proofread your stories before you e-mail them to me.

What story grades mean:

Here are what the grades mean to me:

                  36-40 = Ready for publication with minimal editing

                  31-35 = Minor problems or errors

                  25-30 = Major problems or errors but substantially meets requirements             

                  20-24 = Major problems or errors; substantially short of requirements               

                  0-19 = Deadline violation or unacceptable story.

TURNING YOUR STORIES IN: 

Stories must be submitted to me in hard copy as well as electronically. E-mail them to me at nancy.williams@usu.edu.   

Save  them as PLAIN TEXT, then copy & paste them into the body of your e-mail. DO NOT SEND THEM AS ATTACHMENTS. I do not accept e-mail attachments or stories written in HTML. 

In the subject line of your e-mail, type “JCOM 2170" in caps, followed by your town’s name and the story’s slug. For example:

Subject: JCOM 2170 - Wellsville Council,  or JCOM 2170 - Court sentencing. 

Proofread your paper copies before turning them in for a grade. If you find mistakes or things you wish to change, make your corrections neatly in pen. You don’t need to reprint them, simply correct them clearly. 

Story format
For your e-mailed stories, single space the text and use a double space between paragraphs. 

For your paper copies, double-space the text,  indent paragraphs. 

On your paper copies:

At the top left on the first page, type the assignment number (e.g., Town Beat #1). Beneath that, give your story a slug (in caps, please). Then make a double space and type your byline. Double space again and type the dateline (your town’s name). Here’s an example:     

              Town Beat #1


SMITHFIELD COUNCIL

              By Calvin Hobbes

SMITHFIELD – Cows stampeded down Main Street late this afternoon, causing at least 18 fender-benders and one possible heart attack. An angry crowd stormed the City Council Tuesday to demand compensation.

ACADEMIC HONESTY: The University expects students and faculty alike to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty (for a complete definition, see University Catalogue or the Code of  Policies and Procedures for Students at Utah State University, Article V, Section 3).  The policy states:

 “Cheating, falsification or plagiarism can result in warning, grade reduction, probation, suspension, expulsion, payment of damages, withholding of transcripts, withholding of degrees, removal from class, performance of community service, referral to appropriate counseling" or other penalties as the university judiciary may deem appropriate.” 

Because public trust and personal credibility are essential to journalists and other professional communicators, the JCOM department observes a zero‑tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty: Any documented form of academic dishonesty‑‑including plagiarism‑‑will result in an automatic F in the course and a report to the department head, the dean of the college and the USU vice president for student services. JCOM students who engage in documented academic dishonesty may be dropped from the major. Students who hand in similar or identical work will receive an “F” regardless  of who copied from whom. If you have any questions about what’s acceptable work under strict codes of academic honesty, see the USU Code of Policies and Procedures for Students, or consult your professor. Any suspicious work may be submitted to a database that compares student papers to other student and published work in a web database.


JCOM 2170 grade sheet




NAME _______________________________

Town:

Phone:

E-mail:

Press conference #1
___ (40)

Press conference #2
___ (40)

Press conference #3 
___ (40)

Quiz #1
___ (15)
Quiz #5
___ (15)
Quiz #9
___ (15)

Quiz #2
___ (15)
Quiz #6
___ (15)

Quiz #3
___ (15)
Quiz #7
___ (15)

Quiz #4
___ (15)
Quiz #8
___ (15)

Beat Memo
___ (40)


Extra credit (early)
___ (25)

Town Beat #1

___ (40)

Presentation #1
____ (25)

Town Beat #2

___ (40)

Presentation #2
____ (25)

Town Beat #3

___ (40)



Town Beat #4

___ (40)

Meeting #1
____ (25)

Town Beat #5

___ (40)

Meeting #2
____ (25)

Town Beat #6

___ (40)

Town Beat #7

___ (40)

Town Beat #8

___ (40)

Town Beat #9

___ (40)

Cop story

___ (40)

Courts story

___ (40)

Midterm exam
___ (100)

Final story

___ (100)

TOTAL
_____  / total possible points   =   ______ %
