JCOM 3140 – Opinion Writing
MWF 11:30 - 12:20

Ray B. West 113
Professor Nancy Williams
Office: AnSci 306

Phone: 797-3299 

Office hours: MWF 10:30-11:20 a.m., Wednesday 2:30-3:30 p.m., others by appointment
E-mail: nancy.williams@usu.edu



Purpose of this class:  JCOM 3140 is an upper-division journalism skills course designed to help you understand the opinion function in the US news media and become a contributer to it.  In this class we will write editorials, columns, reviews, critiques and other commentary, with the goal of getting your writing published. Everything you submit for a grade will be considered for publication on the JCOM department’s student Web site, the Hard News Café. You will learn to critique your own work as well as that of your classmates. The class will use the workshop method to build confidence, personal voice and writing fluency, and to develop a sense of writing for an audience.

Required books and materials:
– The 10% Solution, by Ken Rand.

– Writing Down the Bones, by Natalie Goldberg. 

– A notebook for your daily writing practice, and a fast-writing pen. (Always bring these to class.)
– The Associated Press Style Manual, latest edition

Recommended books for your tool bag:
– Writing Brave & Free, by Ted Kooser and Steve Cox.

– Old Friend from Far Away, by Natalie Goldberg

– Thunder and Lightning: Cracking Open the Writer’s Craft, by Natalie Goldberg

– The Artist’s Way, by Julie Cameron

– Writing Alone and With Others, by Pat Schneider

– Writing Opinion: Editorial, by Williams L. Rivers et al
– Elements of Style, by Strunk and White (online FREE here: http://www.bartleby.com/141/ )
Assignments and grading:
Your final grade in this class is based on the quality of your written assignments (70%) and your class participation (30%). The participation grade includes your freewriting notebook and some in-class exercises we do.

There are nine writing assignments due during the semester, including at least one of each of these four kinds of opinion writing: 

– house editorial on a current local issue  – 700 words

 
– in-depth analysis of a tough or neglected subject  – 1,000-1,500 words


– review (must be local and not a movie) – 700 words

– first-person column – 700 words


The remaining assignments are your choice from that list. Choose wisely and play to your strengths.

Assignments should be submitted both on paper (double-spaced, typed) and by e-mail to me at nancy.williams@usu.edu. The subject line for your e-mailed copy must have the class name and assignment type (Example –  Subject: JCOM 3140 - personal column). 

IMPORTANT: I don’t accept e-mail attachments. E-mail your assignments to me as plain text by pasting the text into the e-mail message window. Be sure your byline is at the top of your assignment.

