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The purpose of the protocol is to assist Division of Aging and Adult Services and Adult 
Protection Services (APS) personnel in conducting interviews with elder adult clients (or 
those referring elder adult clients) in cases where animal welfare issues may be 
pertinent to addressing the needs of elder adults and in cases where the welfare of 
elder adults may be compromised or in danger of being compromised.  The needs of 
elder adults would be those that fall within the purview of the Division of Aging and Adult 
Services and Adult Protection Services. 
 
The questions in this protocol typically refer to pets or companion animals (e.g., dogs, 
cats, birds, aquarium fish) but there may be cases where other types of animals (e.g., 
farm animals) are being cared for by elder adults.  In such cases, the wording of items 
can be adapted. 
 
The following statement may be read to the elder adult (or referring agent) to create the 
context for the questions and to indicate their purpose: 
 
“Pets and other animals are sometimes present in many U.S. households.  Some 
elder adults enjoy the companionship of animals and the opportunity to care for 
animals. We are trying to find out if elder adults have needs related to the health 
and welfare of their pets or other animals.  Some elder adults find that animals 
can provide companionship or a sense of security but the care of pets and other 
animals can become difficult.  We would like to learn more about your own needs 
related to pets and other animals.  If these needs fit within the responsibilities of 
our agency, we will try to provide resources or referrals that could help to meet 
these needs.” 
 
The authors of this protocol will be working with the Utah Division of Aging and Adult 
Services and APS to develop local listings of animal welfare agencies that could assist 
in addressing the animal welfare needs of elder adults. 
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1.  DO YOU HAVE ANY PETS OR CARE FOR ANY OTHER ANIMALS? 
 
 ___ YES      If answers “YES” proceed to Item #2 
  
 ___ NO              If answers “NO”,  
        1a.  “HOW LONG HAS IT BEEN SINCE YOU HAD A PET OR  
       CARED FOR OTHER ANIMALS?” or “HOW OLD WERE  
       YOU WHEN YOU LAST HAD A PET OR CARED FOR  
       OTHER ANIMALS?” 
       ___  Never had pets or never cared for other animals 
               (if this item checked, end use of protocol) 
       ___ (enter number of years or age) 
 
        1b.  “WHAT HAPPENED TO THE LAST PET YOU HAD OR  
       THE LAST ANIMAL(S) YOU CARED FOR?” 
       ___ died natural death or from disease 
        
       ___ died as a result of injuries (ask for details _____ 
     _________________________________________ 
     _________________________________________) 
 
       ___ was taken away from me (ask for details _______ 
     __________________________________________ 
     __________________________________________) 
 
       ___ needed to give pet away or place in another home  
              or animal welfare facility 
 
                                        THIS ENDS THE PROTOCOL FOR THIS RESPONDENT 
 
 
2.  HOW MANY PETS OR OTHER ANIMALS DO YOU CARE FOR? 
 
 ___ (list number) 
 
3.  WHAT KINDS OF PETS OR OTHER ANIMALS DO YOU CARE FOR? 
 
 (list types and numbers of each type below) 
 _____________________________________ 
 _____________________________________ 
 _____________________________________ 
 _____________________________________ 
 _____________________________________ 
 _____________________________________ 
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4.  HOW DOES HAVING A PET OR CARING FOR OTHER ANIMALS HELP YOU? 
 
 ___  consider pet part of my family 
 
 ___  provides companionship for me 
 
 ___  provides me with a sense of being loved and valued 
 
 ___  (if applicable) provides companionship to my partner 
 
 ___  provides assistance (e.g., guide dog for person with vision or hearing  
     impairment) 
 
 ___  provides opportunities for physical activity (e.g., walking, play) 
 
 ___  provides a sense of security and/or safety 
 
 ___  provides opportunities to meet other people 
 
           ___  provides opportunities to feel needed, be responsible 
 
 ___ other (please specify) _________________________________________ 
 
5.  HOW DO YOU CARE FOR YOUR PET OR OTHER ANIMALS? 
 
 ___  provide food/water 
 
 ___  provide exercise (if applicable) 
 
 ___  provide love and affection 
 
 ___  provide routine veterinary care 
 
 ___  interact with pet or other animals (e.g., petting, play, grooming) 
 
 
6.  DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF YOUR 
PET OR OTHER ANIMALS? 
 

___  YES  (please list concerns e.g., “CAN YOU TELL ME MORE ABOUT  
  THIS?”)  
 

__________________________________________________________ 
   
 ___  NO 
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7.  DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT YOUR ABILITY TO CARE FOR YOUR PET 
OR OTHER ANIMALS? 
 
 ___  YES  (please list concerns) ____________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___  NO* 
 
8.  DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT BEING ABLE TO CONTROL YOUR PET’S 
OR YOUR OTHER ANIMALS’ BEHAVIOR? 
 
 ___  YES  (please list concerns) ____________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___  NO 
 
9  DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT BEING ABLE TO GET VETERINARY CARE 
FOR YOUR PET OR OTHER ANIMALS? 
 
 ___  YES  (please list concerns) ____________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___  NO 
 
10.  DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT WHO WILL CARE FOR YOUR PET OR 
OTHER ANIMALS IF YOU NEED TO BE HOSPITALIZED OR EXPERIENCE OTHER 
UNPLANNED ABSENCES FROM YOUR HOME? 
 
 ___  YES  (please list concerns) ____________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___  NO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
* Please note if your observations are discrepant from the elder adult’s statement (e.g., pet with matted hair, collar 
that is obviously too tight, evidence of hoarding [ see “Animal Care Checklist for Caseworkers” at the end of this 
protocol for guidelines]) 
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11.  DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO YOUR PET 
OR OTHER ANIMALS IF YOU NEEDED TO MOVE FROM YOUR PRESENT HOME? 
 
 ___  YES  (please list concerns) ____________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___  NO 
 
12.  DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO YOUR PET OR 
OTHER ANIMALS IF YOU ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO CARE FOR THEM? 
 
 ___  YES  (please list concerns) ___________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___  NO 
 
13.  HAS ANYONE EVER HARMED YOUR PET OR OTHER ANIMALS? 
 
 ___  YES∗ [ask respondent to provide details of the incident(s)] ________ 
 
  ________________________________________________________ 
 
  ________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___  NO 
 
14.  HAS ANYONE EVER THREATENED TO HARM YOUR PET OR OTHER 
ANIMALS? 
 
 ___  YES∗  [ask respondent to provide details of the incident(s)] _______ 
 
  ________________________________________________________ 
 
  ________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___  NO 
 
 
 

                                                 
* If respondent answers YES, then when this protocol has been completed, refer to questions in the FOLLOW-UP 
PROTOCOL. 
 



PROTOCOL FOR ASSESSING ANIMAL WELFARE AND ELDER ADULT ABUSE 
AND NEGLECT© 

 

©Ascione and Peak 10 2008 6

15.  IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD OR SOMETHING 
ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO TELL US ABOUT YOUR PET OR OTHER ANIMALS? 
 
 ___   YES  - “please go ahead and tell me”  _________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___  NO 
 
 
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR PATIENCE IN ANSWERING THESE 
QUESTIONS.  OUR AGENCY WILL CONSIDER THE CONCERNS YOU RAISED 
AND SEE IF WE CAN BE OF ASSISTANCE TO YOU. 
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[Relevant sections of the Utah Code related to cruelty to animals are 
inserted following this checklist.] 
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We thank Dr. Gary Patronek and the Animal Rescue League of Boston for making 
this checklist available. 
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  UTAH STATE 
LEGISLATURE 

Home | Site Map | Calendar | Code/Constitution | House | Senate | 
Search 

 
     76-9-301.   Cruelty to animals. 
(2) Except as provided in Subsection (4) or (6), a person is guilty of cruelty to an animal 
if the person, without legal privilege to do so, intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with 
criminal negligence: 
     (a) fails to provide necessary food, water, care, or shelter for an animal in the 
person's custody; 
     (b) abandons an animal in the person's custody; 
     (c) injures an animal; 
     (d) causes any animal, not including a dog, to fight with another animal of like kind 
for amusement or gain; or 
     (e) causes any animal, including a dog, to fight with a different kind of animal or 
creature for amusement or gain. 
     (3) Except as provided in Section 76-9-301.7, a violation of Subsection (2) is: 
     (a) a class B misdemeanor if committed intentionally or knowingly; and 
     (b) a class C misdemeanor if committed recklessly or with criminal negligence. 
     (4) A person is guilty of aggravated cruelty to an animal if the person: 
     (a) tortures an animal; 
     (b) administers, or causes to be administered, poison or a poisonous substance to 
an animal; or 
     (c) kills an animal or causes an animal to be killed without having a legal privilege to 
do so. 
     (5) Except as provided in Subsection (6) or Section 76-9-301.7, a violation of 
Subsection (4) is: 
     (a) a class A misdemeanor if committed intentionally or knowingly; 
     (b) a class B misdemeanor if committed recklessly; and 
     (c) a class C misdemeanor if committed with criminal negligence. 
     (6) A person is guilty of a third degree felony if the person intentionally or knowingly 
tortures a companion animal. 
 
 
Dr. Marie McCabe, a distinguished veterinarian with the American Humane Association 
has agreed to serve as a resource should you have questions about particular cases that 
may involve animal welfare issues. She can be contacted at: 
Marie S. McCabe, DVM 
Vice President 
Human-Animal Bond Division 
American Humane 
63 Inverness Drive East 
Englewood, CO 80112 
mariem@americanhumane.org 


