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U T A H   S T A T E   T H E A T R E   A R T S   D E P A R T M E N T
Actor Protocol Guidelines
____________________________________________________________________________________
Professional and educational theatres throughout the country have established a common set of guidelines to facilitate the rehearsal process for actors and directors. Below is a list of some of those guidelines, and some that are specific to USU. Productions at USU will follow these guidelines. Students should be aware that developing these work habits is essential to having a professional attitude:

1. Don(t touch other people(s props. Don(t play with ANY props while off stage. Please be aware that technical people don(t need extra work finding lost items or fixing broken ones.

2. Return all props to tables when you leave the stage. Don(t leave them in the voms or lying backstage.

3. NO FOOD OR DRINK is allowed in the house. We realize that schedules sometimes necessitate eating during rehearsal, but all food must be consumed backstage or in the dressing rooms. Be sure all garbage is disposed of properly.

4. Be on time for rehearsal. This means be READY TO GO at call. If your call is at 7:00, you must be in rehearsal clothes, warmed up and in the theatre at 7:00. Do not plan to arrive at 7:00 and go into your routine, you are being rude to your fellow cast if you keep them waiting ( they are busy too.

5. Return all rehearsal clothes to the costume shop or designated area. Do not leave them backstage or they may be moved to unknown places by the technical crew.

6. CHECK THE CALL BOARD DAILY. Rehearsals may need to change, announcements need to be made, even if you are not called for rehearsal.

7. Always check out with the Stage Manager before leaving rehearsal. If the director excuses you before rehearsal is finished, also check out with the stage manager before leaving. There may be rehearsal changes or announcements you need to know.

8. Keep things quiet in the house and backstage areas. Do not pass in and out of the house any more than is absolutely needed, it is distracting to the director and the cast. If you enter the house, do so through the lobby doors, NOT through the voms or cutting across the stage. If you cross through the house, always pass BEHIND the director so you do not interrupt their view.

9. When in rehearsals and techs, the stage managers word is law. They usually have more information than you do about the big picture, and they answer to director, so assume they know what they are doing. If they don(t there are enough other people that will tell them so. If you have a complaint or some misunderstanding with the stage manager, please speak to the production stage manager as soon as possible.

10. No food or drink is to be consumed in costume other than in stage action. Only water can be drunk once in costume. There are no substitutes if you spill something on your costume.

Please direct any questions on this or anything else to your stage manager

or the production stage manager. 

