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Future theatre teachers! At USU, we offer the BFA in Theatre Education. Students majoring in Theatre Education, completing the following major components of their degree:

(1) 
coursework for the major itself

(2) 
an approved teaching minor

(3) 
University Studies Requirements

(4) 
the Secondary Teacher Education Program (STEP)

(5) 
other obscure and confusing university requirements

The Secondary Teacher Education Program is comprised of 35 credits in three semesters of prefigured coursework you must take. It also includes your student teaching. It is intended that it be possible to complete the degree, with licensure, in 4 years. However, many students take longer for one reason or another.

After reviewing the guidelines for the major on the “Green Sheet,” please familiarize yourself with the Secondary Education Requirements at this URL:


http://www.coe.usu.edu/seced/

This website has all the information you need to both apply and complete the Professional Education Component of your degree. Please visit the site. Memorize it. Internalize it. Visualize it. Please do this BEFORE speaking in earnest to an advisor.

The advisor for Theatre Education are:




David Sidwell




(435) 797-3703




Office: UR 129




dsidwell@hass.usu.edu
Guidelines for Being an Effective Advisee:
• 
Come to the BFA Teaching Major/Minor meetings! We usually hold one per semester. Many questions that students have are answered at these meetings!

• 
Before seeing your advisor in earnest, please be familiar with the Green Sheet.

• 
Before seeing your advisor in earnest, please be familiar with the guidelines and application information found on the Secondary Education Department’s website:


http://www.coe.usu.edu/seced/

• 
Always bring your transcripts to an advisor consultation.

• 
Always bring your required portfolio to an advisor consultation. If you do not have one, you must begin to craft one to be accepted in the BFA Teaching Program. (Portfolios are described later)

• 
Always visit with your department advisor BEFORE you visit with Secondary Education advisors. 

• 
Be extremely familiar with the Secondary Education website BEFORE seeing any Secondary Education advisors.

• 
The Secondary Education advisor you will be visiting (AFTER you visit with us) is Harry Heap, 797-2222.

Q & A About Theatre Education Majors
Question: What’s the program philosophy?

Answer: 
One reason we offer the BFA in Theatre Education and not a BA or BS is that we strongly feel that good teachers must be good artists. Teaching itself is an art as well. As a theatre artist working in secondary education, you need ALL of the skills of theatre, from directing to acting to lighting to scenery and costume design and construction. Then when you tell the janitor, “I need lights for my show,” and he says, “Sure, it’s this key right here,” you can take the key and say “Thanks!” and get to work.


However, theatre educators have the fewest degrees in actual theatre than any other major, yet they must be experts in all fields of theatre. So we look at coursework as a gateway. Let it launch you. Find out how to find out more so you can constantly improve in the field.


One more thing: as a theatre teacher, you will also need to be an activist for arts education. You will be called upon to defend your practice, the field, and children’s education at ALL levels.

Question: What is a teaching portfolio? How do I make one?

Answer: 
A teaching portfolio is a visual document that indicates the skills and experiences you have accumulated as a teacher/artist. Think of it as an expanded resume in a three ring binder (or electronic). 


To make one, start with your resume. Please put in your Secondary Teacher Education Program application materials as you complete them. After this, theatre programs, pictures, designs, directing notes, quality assignments, etc. can also be placed in the portfolio as long as it demonstrates skills you have learned. Very short, running commentary is often helpful in indicating the skills learned for any artifact found in the portfolio.

Question: How do I make Theatre Education my major?

Answer:  
There are three steps:


Step 1. You must first visit with an advisor in Theatre Education and go over your transcripts and present your teaching portfolio for approval. Once approved, go to Step #2


Step 2. Go to the Registrar’s office and complete a Declaration of Major form. Put “Theatre Education” as the major.


Step 3. Return to your advisor and show him/her the completed form.


Congratulations! You are now a Theatre Education Major!

Question:  Why do I have to have a teaching minor?

Answer: 
State law requires all licensed teachers to have both a teaching major and a minor. You may choose from the following:


Business Computer and 


Information Systems


Business Education


Chemistry


Computer Science Education


Economics


English


Geography


Health Education


History


Journalism

Marketing Education

Mathematics

Modern Languages

Physical Education—Coaching

Physics

Political Science

Psychology

School Library/Media

Sociology

Speech (though we do not advise a minor in


this because it is so close to theatre)

Question: Who do I talk to to get a minor?
Answer:
Once you select a minor, go and speak with the department in question. Find out who the education advisor is and set up a meeting with him/her to go through the program. This person will be your minor advisor, with whom you should have somewhat frequent contact.

Question:  Which “green sheet” do I use? They seem to change every year.

Answer:  You are responsible for fulfilling the requirements on the “green sheet” from the year that you officially and formally declare your major to be Theatre Education. You may however, opt to use a later “green sheet” if you so desire, but you must speak with your advisor to do so.


We are constantly trying to adjust the “green sheet” to work with other department major programs, match new requirements at the university, abide by national standards, and keep in line with current research and practice in the field.

Question:  What exactly is the Secondary Teacher Education Program? And when do I do my 


   student teaching?

Answer:  
You do your student teaching during the last semester of the Secondary Teacher Education Program (STEP). STEP is comprised of three consecutive semesters or Levels. 


Level 1 and Level 2 have the same structure: You will complete a set of courses, a Teaching Methods course in your teaching major or minor, and a clinical experience in a local school assigned by your methods instructor. Level 1 is only 10 credits, and Level 2 is 12 credits, so this is a good time to take your last few remaining University Studies courses.


In Level 3, you will complete one course, one more clinical experience, and do your student teaching. It is permissible to complete part of a level in a semester, but each level must be completed before advancing to the next level. 


We strongly recommend that you have all of your teaching major and minor course work completed before you start the Secondary Teacher Education Program, since the program will require you to apply that knowledge in the courses on each level.

Question:  When do I take Thea 5370: Methods in Teaching Theatre?

Answer:  You will take this course during the Secondary Teacher Education Program. Please note that it is only taught Fall semester.

Question:  How do I apply to the Secondary Teacher Education Program (STEP)? And when             


  do I start?

Answer:  You go to, and familiarize yourself with, the application procedures found at this web address:
http://www.coe.usu.edu/seced/


And you start applying NOW! Do not wait to do everything that application to STEP requires until the semester before you intend to be in STEP. You may begin at any time to do the various tests, forms, and other requirements found on the website. Save the background check and do it the semester before you plan on applying, for it is only good for a limited number of years.

Question:  What classes do I take this semester?

Answer:
Look at the “green sheet” and see which classes you still need. If any are offered, take them. You may want to take classes in your approved teaching minor, too. And don’t forget those pesky University Studies courses! 


If you are starting to wind down and are nearly done with the courses listed on the “green sheet,” then it would be wise to see your advisor to make sure all is okay and that you’re headed for the Secondary Teaching Education Program. Be sure to bring your transcripts!

Question:  How do I finish in four years?

Answer:  
Keep on keepin’ on! If you take an average load of coursework each semester (15-18 credits), and if you take the right courses, you can finish in 4 years.  However, there may be problems. Your teaching minor may have a heavy credit requirement, and this may prevent you from finishing in 4 years. Some courses may be difficult to get into, and this may prevent you as well; this is usually not a problem.


Here’s another tip: leave some general education coursework unfinished (three or four courses) when you apply to the Secondary Education Program. It is more important that you finish your major requirements before you start the program. You can take these remaining courses DURING your first two semesters of your Professional Education Component.

Question: What is Production Practicum and Performance Practicum?

Answer: 
Production Practicum is simply working on the technical build or run of a mainstage show. You sign up for production practicum on the call board downstairs across from the door of the Morgan Theatre backstage area. You should sign up for production practicum in areas in which you are weak. So if you have done costumes all of your life and are already an expert, DON”T SIGN UP FOR COSTUME PRACTICUM. 

Rather, get other experiences. Even if you don’t need the credit, get experience in those areas of theatre in which you are the weakest! It will pay off!


Performance Practicum is credit for being in a Utah State University show as an actor. Another option is the Thea 5310: Theatre Mentorship and Service course, in which you can do a specialized project approved by your advisor.


Unless you are a Freshman, you should take the upper division practicum courses to make sure you have the required upper division coursework needed for graduation.

Question: I’m a transfer student. Where do I start?

Answer: 
Start by familiarizing yourself with this section of the student handbook. Get a “green sheet” from the department office and look at it closely. Then speak with an advisor—and make sure you bring your transcripts!

Question:  How do I apply for and get a scholarship?

Answer:  
There is a section on applying for scholarships elsewhere in the student handbook. One scholarship in particular, the Gwendella Thornley scholarship, is targeted for students in teacher education in their junior or senior year. Gwendella Thornley was a professor in the department for many years and was a legendary teacher of oral language arts. She is largely responsible for establishing the overriding philosophies of the Theatre Education Program.


To get a scholarship, the answer is simple: do good work and be visible. Do the professors and instructors in the department know you? Do you know them? Do they think highly of your work and your work ethic? Are you a visible, contributing member of the department? You are much more likely to get a scholarship or a talent award if you can answer “Yes!” to the above questions.

Question:  How can I make the most of my experience at USU?

Answer:  
Take advantage of all that the department has to offer. Here are some tips:


1. 
Be involved. There are numerous productions going on all the time in the department. Even if you don’t need the credit, get experience in those areas of theatre in which you are the weakest!


2. 
Get good grades. Impress professors, especially those in the theatre department. They are the ones who vote and decide who gets scholarships and special awards. Impressive students, obviously, get the money and the awards.


3. 
Don’t drift. You are here to learn, and while many of you could probably teach in a classroom right off the bat, take advantage of the learning process and make the coursework you take work for you. Coursework is not about what is taught, it is about what is learned.

4. 
Become involved with the community partnerships that have been created to assist you in gaining experience working with kids. There are several opportunities that fall into four main categories:



a. 
Utah Festival Opera Company needs drama specialists to assist with their Opera For Children, By Children program. This is great experience doing drama and theatre and you get paid (and paid well!). You can get credit for doing this, too. See your advisor.




b. 
Unicorn Children’s Theatre needs after school drama teachers and also 

directors for their shows, and you get paid. You can get credit for doing this, too. See your advisor.



c.
Local community and high schools need theatre artists; and they almost always pay. You can get credit for doing this, too. See your advisor.

d. You’re smart. You’re cool. You’ve got guts. Go create your own opportunities! Why should everything be handed to you on a silver platter?


Go for it!

Question: What’s with the “language arts” stuff in the program?

Answer: 
There are two basic approaches to doing drama in schools, creative dramatics and language arts. Creative dramatics relies on improvisation, theatre games and other extemporaneous forms to introduce both teachers and kids to drama and theatre. Language arts relies on performing and being creative with literature such as plays, poetry, and prose. We have discovered that for most teachers NOT heavily exposed to drama, language arts is the simpler and easier route to using drama in the classroom.


You need to be masters of both approaches, and you need to use them both in your classrooms.

Question: When do I apply for the Secondary Education Program?

Answer: 
The easy answer is “when at least 80% of your coursework is completed.” We recommend that ALL of your major and minor coursework be completed before applying. You need not have all of your general education coursework completed at this time, in fact you can take thee or four courses DURING the first two semesters of your Secondary Education Program.

Question: What is involved with the Secondary Education Program Interview?

Answer: 
This interview is done in groups and exists to assess some of the qualities you will need as teachers. Here are some hints:

• 
Be assertive. Speak your mind. Don’t be silent!


• 
Be respectful. Let others have their say, appreciate what they say, and don’t dominate the conversation.


• 
Be friendly. Enjoy what others say, even if you disagree with it.


• 
Be professional. Behave and dress like a good teacher.

Question: Who are the advisors for Theatre Education?

Answer:
There is currently only one: David Sidwell. His office is UR 129; phone: 797-3703. You may call him at home at any time as well (he is a light sleeper and doesn’t mind getting calls in the wee hours if it’s an emergency): 787-2434. His email is: dsidwell@hass.usu.edu.

Question: So who is this guy anyway?

Answer:
Many students call him “Dr. Dave.” He received his PhD from the University of Minnesota in Theatre History and Criticism, with supporting programs in Education and Cultural Anthropology. 


He sees “theatre” as a holistic whole that includes Broadway shows as well as daily performative rituals and other cultural performances such as the Hopi Snake Dance and graduation ceremonies. It’s all there and all must be studied together to get the real picture of this thing we call “theatre.” Indeed, if he had his choice, he would probably opt for the Hopi Snake Dance rather than see a Broadway show. Incidentally, this paradigm is called Performance Studies and seeks to find the grammar of all performance, which proves to be extremely helpful in the field of education and teaching.


He insists that through the study of theatre and drama, daily life and communication can be improved, and the courses he teaches focus on and take root in this paradigm. To study theatre merely as “productions” or “shows,” he feels, is to be ignorant of the great power that performance can have in each of our lives. To be so ignorant, he believes, is to be disjointed from the community with the ultimate result of theatre becoming an ivory tower art form.


Dr. Dave works extensively in the community, visiting schools and classrooms with workshops and performances. He is a semi-professional storyteller. He also directs plays, is an award-winning playwright, and has done all manner of other theatre things. He has worked, and continues to work, with learners of all ages, K-12.


As an undergraduate, David nearly decided to become an architect, a landscape architect, a film director, a geologist, a biologist, a writer, a forest ranger and a chef. Why he would settle for about the lowest paying position of all of these is still a mystery.


He has four kids: three daughters and a son, a lovely wife who is a music specialist for Utah Festival Opera and choir director for Cache Children’s Choir, as well as a composer and arranger. He also has a snake named Homer and two geckos (Yoshi and Kita). His kids have other pets as well. He loves all manner of outdoor wilderness sports such as hiking and canoeing, and is trying to become adept at unicycling and disc golfing (Frisbee golf). He dearly loves to read.

Question:  What’s the best oriental restaurant in town?

Answer:  There are several pretty good restaurants serving oriental cuisine, but the best, hands down, is The Korea House, next to Gia’s on south Main st. Get the barbeque chicken or pork. The octopus is also excellent.

Question:  How ‘bout Mexican food?

Answer:  
There are also several good restaurants with south of the border cuisine, but the best, hands down, is Taqueria Maria on Main street in Hyrum. It’s worth the 20 minutes it takes to get there. The Taco Truck across from Gia’s is also mighty tasty. And cheap too!
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