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Letter to New Theatre Arts Students
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To the New Theatre Arts Student:
As you begin your academic life at Utah State, the faculty, staff, and continuing students wish to welcome you into the circle of theatre careerists here.  We are pleased that you have chosen to attend USU and we are enthusiastic about the potential contributions you can make to the academic and production programs.  You will be given every opportunity possible to develop the talents you bring with you.

The department is moderately-sized.  We work long, sometimes tedious hours together.  Our responsibilities are almost always entwined interdependently with others.  The result, however, can be a product impossible to achieve in any other unit on the campus, carrying with it the possibilities of personal and professional satisfaction(a (high( if you will( that rivals the best experiences of life.  Because our work explores both the life of the mind and the human spirit, I personally believe it is some of the most important to be done in our sector of the campus.  In many ways, the fine arts activities ( put a public face( on the university like few other programs.

You are, of course, welcome to read the official (mission( of the department related to your training, couched as it is in somewhat dry, academic language.  But being an accomplished theatre person will mean that you develop skills which will serve you well outside the discipline of theatre.  You will have to work collaboratively and productively with others toward a common goal.  You will have to meet very strict deadlines under circumstances that sometimes seem overwhelming.  In order to survive this, you will have to be organized and disciplined both in your academic and personal life.  Some of you already have these skills to a high degree; others have the opportunity to develop them; some may be practicing them for the first time.  In return, you will be rewarded with a growth in esteem and self-worth to see you through many other trials.

On opportunity you may not realize of significance now is the opportunity to fail(to fail under more forgiving circumstances that do not have the consequence of finality of the (real world.(  This does not mean that we take our charge lightly or are lenient toward habitual fault.  You are involved in a process of growth and maturation(as well as skills-learning( in which the role of the faculty and staff is to nurture you as you adjust to your new life.  Frequently, failure is an important part of that process.

Please know that when the day-to-day pressures of bureaucracy and frustration seem overwhelming, there is always some resource to assist you through it.  The Major/Minor and New/Transfer Student Meetings and this booklet are important devices designed to do just that.  I suggest that you  retain an open mind as you ask questions, challenge (always!), take risks, while respecting the opinions and development of others.  By all means, use your instructor and this resource actively to that end.  That will be the beginning of your success at USU.

Remember, your career in theatre starts here; graduation is only a significant milestone on your path to success.

Sincerely,

Colin B. Johnson, Head

Department of Theatre Arts

