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THEY COME

TO PLAY

hey're engineers, music educators and accoun-
tants.They are proud members of the Utah State
University Alumni Band.

Some are recent graduates starting careers, while
others are easing gratefully into retirement.The band
is the common bond that unites them each summer
to continue one of the popular traditions on the Utah
State University campus.

The band's tradition goes back to 1963, when the
group was founded by USU Music Department faculty
member Max Dalby.The creation of the band came as
a request. University administrators approached Dalby
at that time because they were concerned there
wasn't anything for summer school students to do on
campus on Sunday evenings.The idea for the band
was born,and Dalby

created a popular and

ongoing tradition as a

service to campus.

But, the tradition has
become much more.ltis a
program that was quickly
embraced by the commu-
nity and is a popular
feature on the USU
campus today. It is a sure
signal that summer has
arrived in Cache Valley,
whether the band
performs indoors or out.

The concerts are extremely
popular among the
Summer Citizen popula-
tion, many of whom say
they attend every concert.
One audience member
said she had not missed
attending a concert in nine

years. A quick survey of Nicholas Morrison.

comments from that community brings phrases like
“excellent,”we love the music” and “we hope it keeps

going.”

Jenny and Bill, summer residents in Logan from Green
Valley, Ariz,, said they enjoyed the quality of the band
and the conductor, especially when he explains the
background of the pieces.

Other favorites with the Summer Citizen audience are
the soloists and guest artists.

“The guest artists bring added dimension, and we
really enjoy seeing the students and alumni perform.
All are very talented,” one Summer Citizen said.

There have only been two directors in the band's
history, founder Max Dalby and current conductor and
Music Department faculty member Nicholas Morrison.
Dalby led the band for 30 years,and Morrison took over

Alumni Band concerts are a popular summer tradition on the Utah State Univer-
sity campus. An appreciative and loyal audience looks on as the band performs in
the beautiful outdoor setting under the baton of Director and Conductor



