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or the high school students,a day in a
Utah State University chem lab offered a
glimpse of learning opportunities that await
them at the university level. For members of
the USU Chemistry Club, the gathering offered
a valuable lesson in peer mentoring.

Undergraduates from the club conducted a
workshop for tenth graders from InTech
Collegiate High School, one of Utah’s six early
college charter high schools. InTech students
make regular visits to USU’s Chemistry and
Biochemistry Department to experience
hands-on experimentation in a university lab.
Located on the university’s Innovation
Campus, InTech first opened its doors to
students in 2006.

Decked out in safety
goggles and gloves,
the teens learned what
happens when you
mix and heat a few
ordinary-looking
liquids and solids.

“Oh, that’s disgusting!”
exclaimed one partici-
pant as students
watched a“carbon
snake” - a gray mass
formed from an
organic compound
mixed with sulfuric
acid - slowly bulge

from a beaker. ments.

CHEMICAL
REACTION

“The snake is a graphite form of carbon,” USU
undergrad chemist Sara Huefner explained to
the group.“It’s one of the known ‘allotropes’ of
carbon.Do you know what an allotrope is?”

“Isn't it, like, when you have the same chemicals
but in a different form?” ventured one student.

“You are so correct!” answered Huefner.”Can
anyone give me an example of another
allotrope of carbon? I'll give you a hint — what's
something really expensive you wear on your
hand?”

“Diamonds!” the students chimed in unison.

At another station, students stretched long,
sticky strands of dissolving Styrofoam, in an

Associate Dean Lisa Berreau, right, and undergraduate peer mentor Sara
Huefner, left, guide high school science students through chemistry experi-



