
Utah State University professor R. Dennis Hirst 
will spend his summer in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire. He 
dreams of sailing on Lake Winnipesaukee in an area 
known as the oldest summer resort in America.  
 
The reality? He’ll be adding to his experience as an arts 
administrator.  
 
Hirst is a recently promoted associate professor in the 
Department of Music in the College of Humanities, Arts 
and Social Sciences. From May to August 2007, he will 
take a break from his responsibilities as a music professor 
and director of the Wassermann Piano Festival at Utah 
State, to become the associate director of the Heifetz 
International Music Institute. 
 

Hirst is among the USU faculty members who take the 
summer months to pursue professional development 
activities. Many devote time to book projects or complete 
field work that isn’t possible during the academic year, and 
others leave campus to fill professional positions at a variety 
of prestigious institutions or organizations. 
 
Early in his professional academic career, Hirst, fresh out of 
graduate school, received an offer to become the adminis-
trative director at the Sarasota Music Festival. At the same 
time, he was offered a teaching position at Utah State 
University. 
 
“The Utah State University offer provided multiple opportu-
nities,” Hirst said. “I would be involved in teaching, in making 
music and in directing an international music festival. I liked 
the opportunity to be involved in many areas.” 
 

 

SUMMER BREAK  
WITHOUT MISSING A BEAT 

 


