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Transcript: 
Storee Powell: Penny Byrne has become a veteran in the field of broadcasting and journalism as well as an infamous teacher at Utah State University. But her success has not been without its struggles.
Penny Byrne: In the 60s and 70s, it was not a help to be a female in broadcasting. Some of the reasons were pretty obvious. I’m 5 feet, two-and-a-half, and the equipment that we were carrying around was pretty heavy. You carried a camera that might weigh 50 pounds; you carried a tape machine in addition to the camera that might weigh another 50 pounds. It could be pretty daunting to do one-man-band documentary work in the field. Even when I came to Utah State I did a piece on running cattle in the national parks in Southern Utah and the equipment that I was carrying around then still weighed 75 pounds, and I did it on my own. It was really, really a tough, tough piece of work. 

Storee: Penny Byrne has been in the Journalism and Communications department at Utah State University for 26 years as a professor of broadcasting and communications. Penny has served as the executive producer of A-TV news as well as Cache Rendevouz, produced for Aggie Cable Television. She has written and produced many documentary materials for cable and public TV stations. 
Penny: I went to school in Texas and my initial desire was to be a lawyer. I went to school with the idea that I’d go to law school, and I was a college debater and I wanted to go to law school. But once I got to Texas Western College I was involved in college debate, but I also got involved at the college radio station. And there I got bitten by the broadcast bug, and so I was always divided by those two things and eventually the broadcast bug won. 

Storee: You are also famous not only for your documentaries but your teaching.
Penny: That may be infamous, notorious, I don’t know. (Laughs)
Storee: How did you come into teaching and what was that transition like?

Penny: I was very young; mainly because I had been a young student forever because I graduated from high school at 16 and then I finished college in three years, so here I am a 19 year old person teaching college.
Storee: That’s pretty impressive.

Penny: So you know, I’m in a classroom with people that are really older than I am, and it was really kind of a daunting situation. But I found it, I also found it very exciting and I have literally been teaching ever since. But I’ve taught speech, I’ve taught English, and I’ve taught broadcasting and print journalism. The class which I find most exciting to teach is the mass media law class, the class that students love to hate. (Laughs)
Storee: Do you have any words of wisdom or advice for upcoming generations of women in broadcasting and journalism?

Penny: I tell my young women in the classes that you’ve got to be aggressive. This is not a business for women who will take no for an answer, that you’ve got to be persistent.

Storee: Penny’s persistence that demands excellence from her students as well as many hours around the clock for herself has paid off. Despite students finding her media law class unusually challenging, her students have won dozens of awards. Her dedication to students and teaching won’t soon be forgotten, as is evident by the awards she’s received from students like the Mortar Board Top Professor award in 1994 and 1989. Penny is quoted as saying in 1995, “The best thing about broadcasting is that it gives you a chance to learn it all as its happening, O.J. Simpson in the afternoon and O.J. Sunkist in the morning.” 
