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Global temperature rise. Warming Oceans. Shrinking ice sheets. 

These are just a few of the serious impacts of global climate change. What is equally important 
is the lives being affected by these negative impacts. Yet, humans are working to mitigate 
climate change and one of those efforts is through Earth Day. Since 1970, people all over 
mobilize on April 22nd to act in behalf of the earth. Students at USU have chosen to take it one 
step further. In 2012, USU celebrated its first Earth Week engaging students on different 
aspects of sustainability, but interest was fading. As an event being hosted by the Student 
Sustainability office, USU’s Earth Day festival was redesigned in 2017 to include a sustainability 
scavenger hunt, service projects, outdoor activities, and a community tabling event.

In 2018 we followed existing elements and added to the new event structure. Hundreds of 
students were able to participate and learn about what they can do to care for the environment!

Background Information
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MAIN COMMUNITY PARTNERS
USU STUDENT SUSTAINABILITY OFFICE & SUSTAINABILITY COUNCIL

OTHER COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Utah Conservation Corps / Dining Services / Aggie Blue Bikes / USU Outdoor Programs / Caine College of the Arts
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included live music, service projects, sustainability 
challenges, non-profit tabling, interactive activities on the 
Quad, an art competition, local food and outdoor themed 
activities. As a whole, the festival engaged students from 
all colleges in sustainable causes around campus by 
reducing barriers to service learning, encouraging 
sustainable actions and awareness, and providing 
inclusive opportunities for outdoor recreation.

As a member of the planning committee for 2017 and 
2018, I was able to bring to the table previous experience 
to improve specific elements of the event.  Earth Day saw 
a drastic increase in participation among students and 
community partners.

Project Description
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The culminating event of USU Earth Day 2018 was the integration of 
the EcoHunt. A sustainability themed scavenger hunt, the EcoHunt 
encourages teams of students to complete eco-friendly challenges in 
a competition for locally donated prizes. By taking a photo of the 
team doing the challenges and posting it on the app, they could earn 
points. Examples of challenges include:

- Participate in Earth Day service projects
- Pick up litter
- Visit Aggie Blue Bikes
- Go on a Geology Tour
- Volunteer for True Blue Reuse

By completing the challenges, participants had fun, spent time 
outdoors, and learned how to live more sustainably. 

EcoHunt
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46 Community Partners tabled on the Quad

25 Registered EcoHunt Teams

109 signatures for SOSNR Sustainability Pledge

$2,500 in donated local prizes

Impacts
 EARTH DAY TEAM.


