
 

 USU Facilities is pleased to 

announce Mitch Schiffman as the  

employee of the month for September 

2016.  Mitch has worked for the  

Recycling Department of USU Waste 

Management for 23 years.  Prior to 

coming to USU, Mitch worked for  

Thiokol for 10 years. 

 Brandon Hansen, Events 

Supervisor and nominator, has said, 

“Mitch is one of the most reliable  

employees at Facilities and also one of 

the quickest to respond.  He is  

always accommodating with requests 

for dumpsters at our events and goes 

to great lengths to make sure  

everything has been taken care of.  

The work he does is always behind the 

scenes and often goes unnoticed.” 

 Nate Schwartz, Recycling 

Coordinator, has said, “Mitch is a very 

dependable.  Whenever I need some-

thing done I just need to ask Mitch.  

He puts it on his “list” and it will get 

done without me ever having to worry 

about it.  Knowing that there will not 

be an issue with the garbage around 

campus getting picked up on schedule, 

is very reassuring!”  
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Addam Tremea, Nick Creech, Mitch Schiffman, Kelly Burgon, & Nate Schwartz (Recycling Coordinator) 

 Mitch was born and raised in 

Logan.  He currently lives in North 

Logan, just half a mile away from his 

parents home.  He stops in every day 

to see how they are doing and helps 

them with anything they need.  Mitch 

has a younger brother who lives in 

Nibley and a younger sister who lives 

in Salt Lake City.  Sadly, his oldest 

brother passed away 15 years ago. 

 Mitch is a graduate of Logan 

High School.  He also attended both 

Bridgerland Applied Technology  

College and USU.  Away from work, 

Mitch’s family has farm land that 

they lease to a neighbor, who in turn 

raises grain and alfalfa. Mitch enjoys 

traveling and has been to Boston, 

New York City, and Hawaii several 

times.  He also enjoys spending time 

in St. George and Bear Lake.  In his 

spare time, you will find Mitch on his 

Kawasaki Teryx, taking his parents 

on rides through Logan Canyon, over 

to Hardware Ranch and Old  

Ephraim’s Grave, or up to Beaver 

Creek.  When Mitch has the chance, 

he also likes to golf.  Along with golf, 

he enjoys watching the Boston Red 

Sox and the Los Angeles Angels; he’s even 

been to Fenway Park and Angel Stadium!  

If there was one thing at the top of his 

bucket list, Mitch’s dream would be to hitch 

up a trailer, head south to St. George, keep 

going to Los Angeles, get on the Pacific 

Coast Highway #1, drive up through  

Oregon and Washington State, and then 

down through the pan handle of Idaho.  

Now that’s a dream worth going for!  

Congratulations to Mitch on this 

well-deserved recognition.  It’s so great to 

have him as part of the Facilities  

Organization! 
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Team Work Award:  During the replacement of the  

emergency generator at Old Main, Dart Friedli, Steve 

Pierson, Dallin Law, Brain Taylor, Luke Bair, Kim 

Thurston, Kevin Maughan, Matt Payne, and Dane  

Gyllenskog exemplified the meaning of teamwork.  There 

were numerous obstacles that needed to be resolved for this 

specific project.  A tree had to be trimmed just enough; fork 

lifts and chain hoists in place, man power needed, and brain 

power culminated together to get the job done.  Without the 

expertise of each of these men from different shops, and their 

willingness to work together, it would never have happened.  

We are grateful for everything these men do for Utah State 

University and the Facilities Department! 

Congratulations 

Step-Up Award:  Tyler Gudmundson has been the Team 

Leader in the HPER Cluster for about 6 months.  He works the 

graveyard shift from 10 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. and oversees the 

night crew of about 8 people.  Since becoming the Team Leader, 

Tyler has consistently gone above and beyond by meeting  

customers during his off shifts, and by making sure employees 

are being safe.  Recently Tyler met with James Day, Facilities 

Safety Coordinator, to discuss the safety procedures they were 

taking.  One concern Tyler had was the disposal of certain 

trash bins in labs in his building.  He found out that they were 

disposing of the trash incorrectly and that they needed to 

change their procedures.  Due to Tyler’s concern, this was  

possible.  They were shorthanded recently and Tyler still  

managed to get the crew motivated to get the job done.   

We truly appreciate all of Tyler’s help and his dedication  

to excellence! 

Thank You 
Dear Facilities, 

Please know of my appreciation for the lovely floral  

arrangement that was sent to my home.  It was a very 

pleasant surprise to receive such kindness and  

support from my colleagues, extended to me and my 

family during the loss of my brother.  I am very  

fortunate to work for Facilities and to be associated 

with such wonderful people! 

              Sincerely, 

        Tom Graham 

Step-Up Award:  Tammy Beutler, Deprise Jolley, and 

Samantha Perkins have all gone above and beyond this  

summer in maintaining the Lillywhite, Lawson, Industrial  

Science, and Technology buildings.  During an interesting  

transition period, some of these buildings were being cleaned 

on the swing shift, but were then transferred to be cleaned  

during the day shift instead.  This presented a few logistical 

problems and each of these ladies were instrumental in helping 

this transition to be a success.  Tammy maintains her area at a 

very high standard and has done this for the entire time that 

she has worked for USU Facilities.  Her quality of work is such 

that it never needs to be double checked.  Samantha is  

punctual, often coming in early, showing up with a positive 

attitude and a willingness to work.  Deprise has a disposition to 

do whatever is needed to get the job done well.  She has often 

shouldered additional responsibilities when her supervisor has 

needed extra help.  Congratulations to these three women on 

this well-deserved recognition! 

Step-Up Award:  The Projects Crew consisting of  

Joshua Mason, Colton Acevedo, Britton Coil, Ryan 

Lynch, and Brad Yeates, was asked to retrofit LED 

lighting in the USTAR and BioMolecular buildings at  

Innovation Campus.  This retrofit will save Utah State 

University close to $25,000 per year in electricity.  The  

Projects Crew proactively and independently undertook 

this massive task.  Their positive, can-do attitude has 

made managing this project so much easier.  It was never a 

problem for them to pick up materials from vendors and 

work with the building occupants in order to complete this 

project within the deadlines that were given.  Their efforts 

in this project are highly appreciated! 

Congratulations to  

DALLIN LAW  
of the Electrical Shop on his completion of the  

Electronics Technician  

Apprenticeship Program 
Dallin has successfully completed all the training  

requirements necessary to perform at the JOURNEY level! 

Congratulations to  

KYLER MITTON  

of the Plumbing Shop  
on his completion of the  

Plumber Apprenticeship Program 
Kyler has successfully completed all the training  

requirements necessary to perform at the JOURNEY level! 
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Safety Corner 

USU Facilities has worked 172 days without  

lost-time as of  August 24, 2016. 

The previous record was 414 days. 

Please do your part to reduce injury! 

Lost-Time Hours  

(Goal: Less Than 200) 

2015 2016 

144 Hours 278 Hours 
 

OSHA Recordable Injuries 

2015 2016 

15 18 

Be careful out there! 

New Full-Time Facilities Employees 
Ashley Sauvey — Events  

The Commissioning team at USU has been an important 

part of the ongoing maintenance and operation of  

buildings on campus for over 10 years.  Commissioning 

efforts started as a rotating training program with a 

dedicated technician from the HVAC shop and one from 

the Plumbing shop.  Team members would rotate every 

two to three years back into their regular shop duties.  

Three years ago changes were made to have a dedicated 

commissioning team.  The team consists of Ron Davis 

and Rick Hepworth (both HVAC Technicians) being  

directed by Glynn Hadley, our Energy Engineer.  

 

The main goals of the commissioning team are to  

improve occupant comfort in the building, ensure proper 

efficient operation of the buildings mechanical systems, 

and identify energy saving opportunities.  This is done 

through monitoring the operation of the HVAC systems 

and working closely with occupants to identify problems 

that need attention.  This includes testing the operation 

of valves, dampers, etc.  A recommissioning project often 

involves testing and balancing of the air and water  

systems.  The Team is working towards a challenging 

goal of commissioning each building every five years.  

Recent and current projects include the Merrill Library, 

Biotech, HPER, and the Eccles Conference Center. 

 

We are grateful for the Commissioners and all they do 

for the USU community! 

Quarterly Shop Spotlight: 

USU COMMISIONERS 

Commissioning Team: Glynn Hadley, Ron Davis, Rick Hepworth 



Elyse R. Long 14 

Gilbert M. Young 14 

Justin Collins 16 

Nathan J. Schwartz 17 

Raelene S. Jepsen 17 

Morgan Brady 18 

Paul L. Pierson 18 

Adam Dickey 19 

Justin H. Nunez 19 

Cody B. Williams 20 

Kathryn Howes 21 

Victoria Bond 21 

Kylee McKee 22 

Mary Demille 23 

Kim Younghun 23 

Randy L. Jones 24 

Robert B. Haslam 24 

Bryce Barker 24 

Samuel Clement 26 

Houston D. Bentley 27 

Daniel Maughan 29 

Rebekah Rodriguez 29 

Melanie Erickson 30 

Cheyenne M. Bee 30 

Tanner D. Thomas 30 

Kassandra Brandow 01 

Brannon Zollinger 02 

Kelsey Dawson 03 

Braiden Amata 04 

Jaycson A. Yeates 04 

Levi Rhodes 05 

Solomon E. Nielsen 05 

Tracy M. Brown 05 

James W. Huppi 05 

Travis Maynard 06 

Camren Arnold 07 

Richard A. Boudrero 08 

Bryan C. Larsen 08 

John Valberg 08 

Tevan Brady 10 

Jarrod Larsen 10 

Colton C. Acevedo 10 

Alexandra Aguilar 11 

Russ Moore 11 

Kelly Elwood 12 

Ted A. Johnson 13 

Eric Hale 13 

Cassidy St. John 13 

Jennifer Butler 13 

Carl J. Dabb 13 

Image Newsletter Staff  Jaci Stucky - 797-3128 & Allyson Olsen - 797-1950  

Todd S. Hlavaty 21 Years 

Chris W. Jensen 21 Years 

Dart L. Friedli 20 Years 

Chris T. Olsen 20 Years 

James W. McCune 13 Years 

Clinton H. Dirks 12 Years 

Jared E. Jorgensen 12 Years 

Pete A. Elliott 11 Years 

Lance A. Maughan 11 Years 

Kris D. Merrill 10 Years 

Mark E. Peplinski 10 Years 

Kory Johnson 8 Years 

Aaron B. Garbett 7 Years 

Sarah Oppermann 5 Years 

Nathan J. Schwartz 4 Years 

Megan R. Wouden 4 Years 

Matthew M. Payne 3 Years 

Rachel Armstrong 2 Years 

Enrique Aguilar 1 Year 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 

THANK YOU 
for your years of service! 

First 

Day of 

Fall 
September 22 
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