
Department Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Disagree Not Applicable

What is your Major Geology - Applied Environmental 
Geo-Science Geology Geology Geology Earth Science Composit Teaching Geology Geology Geology Earth Science Teaching General Geology Geology Earth Science Composite 

Teaching
Hydrogeology with an engineering 
emphasis general geo Geology Geology

What is your cumulative USU 
GPA

3.26 3.19 3.2 3.97 3.18 3.7 3.62 3.17 3.53 2.98 3.68 3.92 3.08 3.5 3.16 3.3

Are you a transfer student? No No Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No No No Yes Yes No
If you are a transfer student, 
from which institution?

Utah Valley University Salt Lake Community College Southern Utah University Utah Valley University Cerro Coso Community College u of u UTECO

If you are a transfer student, 
how many credits did you 
transfer

I don't remember (20?) 50 61 66 103 12 20

As far as you know at this time, 
what are your 
educational/career plans?

Enter work force at Department of 
Energy location in Idaho

I am planning on working for a few 
years to pay off my student debt 
and then going back for a masters 
degree.

Work as an operator/manager at a 
family owned business until the 
oil/gas market improves. Once the 
market improves, I may pursue a 
career as an operations geologist.

I am going to continue on to 
graduate school, at another 
institution, for a Master's and 
possibly a Doctorate. Eventually, I 
would like to work for the National 
Park Service.

I plan to start teaching once I 
graduate and find a teaching 
position.

In August I will be starting a 
graduate program working on a 
Master of Science in Civil 
Engineering with an emphasis in 
geotechnical engineering. After 
completing the two year master's 
program I plan to obtain 
employment in the southeastern 
U S

Stay at home mom.

I am planning on taking a year and 
a half of from school while my wife 
finishes her undergrad, then go on 
and get a masters degree.

I am planning on teaching science 
in a junior high school.

Finding a Geology job. Possibly 
getting a masters degree after 
several years of work.

To work and/or go to grad school.
Teaching in grades 8-10 as a 
science teacher, specifically Earth 
Science

Find a job after graduating in 
hydrogeology.

I am currently working in large 
scale agriculture and am applying 
in the mining industry

I want to go to Graduate School. Find a job.

Please comment on the quality 
of assistance from your 
department and the university in 
you seeking a job or admission 
into a graduate/professional 
school.

Have not had any help/offer with 
this

The geology department has been 
great at helping get students 
opportunities to do research and 
other activities that have helped 
me gain the skills necessary to get 
a job after graduation.

I thought the geology department 
and my professors did a fantastic 
job making sure I was prepared to 
enter the market place. I also used 
the resume help services within 
the student services department. I 
found their input very helpful. They 
improved my resume greatly and I 
believe they helped me 
significantly in securing my first 
post-grad job.

They have been very helpful in 
providing letters of 
recommendation and commenting 
on schools and professors that I 
am thinking of applying to. They 
(the school and the department) 
have also been very helpful in 
providing me with important dates 
and advice, as well as making 
sure that I really am ready to 
graduate.

They have been very helpful with 
assisting me in seeking a job.

I can't say enough about the help I 
have received from the university. 
The professors in my department 
(and one professor in the 
department of civil and 
environmental engineering) were 
more than willing to write great 
letters of recommendation. And 
the classes I have taken at USU, 
ESPECIALLY the engineering 
geology emphasis for my geology 
degree, have set me up directly to 
start my master's program without 
course deficiencies, and with a 
solid knowledge base.

No comment, as I am not seeking 
admission into graduate school.

I have received some great advice 
from my department in regards to 
the things to do to prepare for grad 
school.

There were plenty of opportunities 
for assistance in applying for 
graduate school as a geology 
major, but no real help for the earth 
science teaching students in 
finding a job or in applying for 
graduate school.

My department can’t guaranty us 
employment after graduation they 
do work hard to set us up with 
alumni that work in various 
different geology industries. This 
gives us an upper hand on how to 
find jobs with good companies.

Very good. There were plenty of 
opportunities to meet with 
employers.

I haven't really gotten much 
assistance in that regard. I have no 
plans to attend graduate school for 
a while. The geology department 
does a good job forwarding links 
to job openings for field 
geologists, but, understandably, 
they don't really post education 
openings.

The geology department have 
been amazing, in answering any 
and all questions.

they did help us look at job 
opportunities but mainly they 
focused on helping us pursue grad 
programs

It has been great. My advisor is the 
best and I love the sense of 
community. Also, how helpful 
everyone I have come in contact 
has been to me.

Great assistance if you're trying to 
get into graduate school. Nearly no 
assistance when trying for a job.

The preparation I received in the 
lower division courses in my 
major department, was 
adequate for my success in 
upper division major courses.

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree 8 8 0 0 0

The preparation I received in the 
lower division College of Science 
courses, outside my department, 
but required by my major was 
adequate for my success in 
upper division major courses.

Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree 2 14 0 0 0

I found the material in the 
courses in my major department 
to be intellectually challenging 
and stimulating

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree 11 5 0 0 0

In general the quality of teaching 
in my major department was 
adequate to enable me to learn 
the material.

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree 8 8 0 0 0

Comments on course material 
required for your major:

I enjoyed most of the classes 
required for my major, and found 
most helpful for developing skills 
and knowledge needed for my 
future.

Required course material seemed 
very appropriate.

Everything that was required was 
required for a reason, which was 
good

I am so glad that the USU Geology 
Department offers the classes that 
it does. Geology is such a wide-
ranging field and yet I believe I 
have been exposed to enough of it 
to do well in my future studies and 
in my career. I have talked to many 
other geology majors as I have 
visited graduate programs at other 
universities and I believe my 
knowledge of and confidence in 
geology has been a direct result of 
the courses offered, the material 
they cover, and the quality of 
teaching employed to convey that 
material. My only regret is that 
there isn't another class 
specifically in engineering geology 
or geologic hazards.

All major requirements made 
sense to me. Geology is a very 
intensive program, nearly 
impossible to complete in two 
years.

I feel like the requirements were 
appropriate and prepared me for 
future classes.

More lab time or field work /field 
trips than lectures.

I found it challenging but very 
rewarding

They were very helpful and I feel 
that I have learned so much.

I found the laboratory 
experiences in my major to be 
useful for developing an 
understanding of my field.

Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree 12 4 0 0 0

My exposure to laboratory 
experiences in my major was 
adequate

Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree 10 6 0 0 0

The scientific and other 
equipment needed for a modern 
education in my major were 
available.

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree 6 10 0 0 0

Comments on laboratory 
experiences in your major:

Most of the labs in my major were 
relevant and useful.

Laboratory experiences were very 
adequate. I think they helped in my 
understanding as I am a very 
"hands on" learner.

The labs are small, but very useful 
in general and usually fun

I have taken a laboratory session 
every semester of my college 
career. To be honest, I didn't much 
care for the labs I took in a 
department outside of geology. 
But the geology labs were very 
applicable and I can see now how 
they have built on top of each other 
to help me learn such a variety of 
geologic principles in a hands-on 
setting. I love the fieldtrips, too! 
Those were the best!

Professors were eager to provide 
lab and field opportunities.

I loved that we had so many hands 
on and field exercises in our labs.

I thought the lab experiences were 
very informative. I enjoyed being 
able to use microscopes and other 
equipment to do work like a 
geologist. I also enjoyed the field 
experience that I was able to 
participate in.

I feel like, for most classes, the 
labs taught me more than just the 
lecture.

long and hard but very good

It was good. I feel like the 
university should invest more 
money into the geology 
department. We need more 
computers and software that are 
very helpful and utilize when we go 
to industry.

The computational facilities 
available to me were adequate 
for my needs.

Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree 4 12 0 0 0

The library holdings were 
adequate for my needs.

Disagree Somewhat Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree 3 12 1 0 0

The classroom and learning 
facilities were adequate for my 
needs.

Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Disagree Somewhat Agree Agree Disagree Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree 4 10 2 0 0

Comments on computational, 
library, and classroom facilities:

More access to online articles.... 
Especially from AAPG. I was 
provided a paid membership to 
this organization from Exxon Mobil 
when I feel the University should 
gain access to these journals for 
it's students.

I found computational, library and 
classroom facilities to be more 
than adequate.

The computers in the Oldham 
room are better now, more of them 
have all the required programs

I am so grateful to all the donors 
who help provide so many 
resources for our department. I do 
believe however that our 
department does not have a lot of 
the industry-preferred software 
programs available to 
undergraduate students, and there 
is not much training on programs 
at all. Although Jim Evans did work 
hard to provide me an opportunity 
to learn valuable software. The 
library and classroom facilities 
were sufficient.

Resources were abundant in the 
facilities provided.

I am aware that the lab in the 
Geology building was just 
renovated, but some of the 
classrooms need to be renovated. 
The small classroom on the first 
floor in the southwest corner of the 
building especially needs it. The 
tables are starting to fall apart and 
the projector/ computer needs to 
be updated.

Chairs and desks need to be 
better. I have back problems, and 
most of the classroom facilities 
were not equipped with seats that 
provided a good posture. But, 
otherwise, classrooms were 
adequate.

more than suficient Good but can be improved.

I met with my advisor on a 
regular basis.

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Somewhat Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree Disagree Somewhat Agree Agree Agree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Agree Agree 5 7 3 1 0

My advisor was knowledgeable 
of Departmental and University 
regulations.

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Disagree Somewhat Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree 8 7 1 0 0

The quality of advising I received 
in my department was 
adequate.

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree Disagree Somewhat Agree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree 9 4 2 1 0

Comments on advising:

I didn't meet one-on-one with my 
advisor very often but I was able to 
meet with him anytime I felt the 
need to. He was very helpful and 
knowledgeable.

Dr. Tom was a fine advisor, he 
made sure I took everything I 
needed to

I had the same advisor my entire 
time at USU: Dr. Thomas 
Lachmar. He has done so much 
for me that I will forever be grateful 
to him. He has always been more 
than willing to assist me with my 
classes and help me sort of issues 
and he really motivated me to 
achieve. The advising at USU 
even beyond my department has 
been very good. Although Kathy 
Bayn did give me a hard time 
once but she was agreeable in the 
end.

My advisor really tried to help me 
complete my program in two 
years.

Dr. Lachmar was really good at 
helping me know what classes to 
take and to help me get through 
the program.

The advisor is knowledgeable 
about geology courses and 
requirements. The geology 
department advisor does not know 
much about the earth science 
teaching program (by his own 
admission). While I had an advisor 
in the Education Department, they 
don't do anything with the science 
side of things. I basically had to 
figure out a lot of things by myself. 
He also has set times during which 
one can go meet with him. This 
semester there were a total of 5 
hours per week that he set aside 
for advising. He was very 
accommodating around 
registration time, though. I 
recognize that the geology 
department is small, but it is very 
nice to be able to have an advisor 
that is solely focused on advising 
like in the education and 
engineering departments.

While i truly enjoyed my adviser for 
the geology department, he did at 
one point make me fill out my total 
hours appeal form by myself. This 
caused me quite a good deal of 
stress and ended in my forms 
being rejected from the finical aid 
office. At which point he finally 
helped me by completing the 
forms himself.

I don't know if it was just that my 
advisor trusted me, but I did most 
of my class planning on my own.

Timing issues between classes 
needed outside the department 
and those required seems to be a 
constant issue, but not sure the 
advisor could help much on this 
issue.

tom is very helpful
My advisor is the best. He was 
always there when I needed him, 
very professional and helpful.

There was enough flexibility in 
my major for me to achieve my 
personal educational objectives.

Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Disagree Somewhat Agree Disagree Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree Not Applicable Agree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Agree Agree 4 8 3 0 1

I would choose the same major 
if I were starting my 
undergraduate education over.

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Agree Disagree Somewhat 11 3 2 0 0

I feel a sense of pride in and 
loyalty to my department.

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree 12 4 0 0 0

What changes would you 
recommend in the program 
required for your major?

None. Fantastic program Nothing comes to mind

More communication between the 
advisors in the geology 
department and education 
department.

I think the program should have a 
greater emphasis on preparing the 
students for industry jobs. Just 
helping the students develop skills 
directly applicable to tasks we 
may perform in our first job. Also I 
wish there were other classes on 
applied geology. But I have still 
been very satisfied. The 
professors do a great job 
encouraging us to be involved with 
research and the like.

It was essential that I make it 
through the program and achieve 
my Bachelor's within two years - 
the program is so intensive that 
this was nearly impossible. 
Therefore, there was not much 
flexibility for me to take Geology 
courses that I wanted to take, 
rather than just plain needed to 
take. But I am going to graduate 
with six semesters at Utah State 
(two semesters each of fall, spring, 
and summer), and it was possible.

The lectures in some of the 
classes seemed unstructured and 
were hard to follow. For the most 
part though, it was good.

It would have been nice to know 
ahead of time that in order to 
become licensed to teach 
chemistry or physics I would have 
had to take an extra year of each 
type of science classes. 

I would also make it so Earth 
Science Teaching majors don't 
have to take stats 3000. That class 
was a huge waste of time!

NA

It would be nice if students on the 
Hydrogeology track didn't have to 
get special permission to take 
Engineering courses and wait till 
almost the beginning of the next 
semester to actually get into those 
classes. Maybe some work can be 
done with the ENG people so that 
doesn't need to happen.

more classes directed towards 
industry and have them taught 
more often

I would like them to add an Optical 
Mineralogy class.



Department Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Disagree Not Applicable

If you are a science or math 
teaching major, what changes 
would you suggest in the 
education courses and student 
teaching components of your 
degree?

NA. I'm not a teaching major N/A

The methods courses were good. 
The other required courses like 
multicultural ed., SCED 4200, and 
SCED 4210 could be combined in 
some combination or each taken 
as a one day seminar. These 
courses could be condensed a lot. 
I felt like I was wasting my time 
doing busy work in these classes 
while I could have been learning 
more about methods and about 
how to teach effectively.

Many of the education courses are 
redundant. I feel like there are 
several classes that could be 
combined with each other rather 
than having 2 semesters of the 
same basic material. I also feel 
like the portfolio should be 
discussed early on in the program, 
rather than just in 1 class. By 
having it available throughout the 
program, students will know what 
is expected of them, and be able 
to more easily create artifacts to 
put in it.

N/A

Other comments on your major: None

Geology rocks! I had decided to 
be a geology major even before 
attending and I do not doubt my 
decision one bit. It is obviously the 
best major on campus. The 
students and department are also 
very close!

No comment. NA

** Again ** It would be nice if 
students on the Hydrogeology 
track didn't have to get special 
permission to take Engineering 
courses and wait till almost the 
beginning of the next semester to 
actually get into those classes. 
Maybe some work can be done 
with the ENG people so that 
doesn't need to happen

N/A

I found the General Education 
(University Studies) component 
of my university education to be 
intellectually challenging.

Strongly Disagree Disagree Somewhat Disagree Somewhat Disagree Somewhat Agree Agree Disagree Somewhat Disagree Somewhat Disagree Somewhat Agree Strongly Disagree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Disagree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree 1 4 7 4 0

I found the General Education 
(University Studies) component 
of my university education to be 
intellectually stimulating.

Strongly Disagree Disagree Somewhat Disagree Somewhat Agree Agree Agree Strongly Disagree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Disagree Agree Strongly Disagree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Disagree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree 1 5 4 6 0

I am pleased with the overall 
quality of my education at Utah 
State.

Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree 4 12 0 0 0

What Changes would you make 
in the General Education 
(University Studies) component 
of your undergraduate program?

English 1010 and 2010 were/are 
completely useless to science 
focused majors. I had to re-learn 
how to write and communicate 
effectively within the science 
industry because these were not 
taught to me in lower level 
courses. Now that I am graduating, 
a scientific writing course has 
been implemented to my major 
and I wish I had the opportunity to 
take this course.

Require classes that teach me 
financial skills to succeed, rather 
than classes like creative arts 
which was pretty much Ballam 
101.

Overall, general studies classes 
were somewhat "boring" and a 
chore to get through.I had the 
impression that most students 
were there because they had to be 
and were otherwise disinterested. 
I completed several of my 
university studies classes online 
through another university to get 
through them quicker and at my 
own pace.

It drove me absolutely mad that I 
was told I would have to either 
retake Math 1050/1060 or test out 
of them before moving on to 
calculus because too much time 
had lapsed between the time I 
took Math 1050/1060 and 
calculus. I refused to play the 
games and took calculus online 
elsewhere and had the credits 
transferred. I personally knew at 
least half a dozen other students 
who did the same thing and I think 
USU would benefit greatly by 
changing this policy.

The general education 
requirements are ok, and better 
now that the USU creative arts 
program isn't required and you 
have a few options

Less requirements. Let me take 
other courses that I actually want to 
take for my professional and 
educational goals. I think 
requirements should be able to be 
substituted with an appropriate 
course for a justifiable reason.

Depth requirements should not be 
required for transfer students with 
their associates degree - I 
completed my associates at 
another school. Why make me 
complete more generals? It's 
ridiculous.

There are way too many 
requirements that take away from 
the time I could be focused on 
studying the things that are 
important to me. I especially 
disliked having to take humanities 
and art courses. These were a 
huge waste of my time and the 
course fees for the art classes can 
be discouraging.

Most seemed like fluff aimed at 
making unrounded people more 
well rounded.

make us take one semester of 
organic chemistry none

Many of the classes are useless 
and a waste of time and money. 
For example, taking women in 
Islam is a complete waste of time 
for a geologist.

Other comments about your 
educational experiences at USU 
outside of your major:

None

I mostly enjoyed my generals 
classes, some were boring, but 
most were fun and provided a nice 
break from all of my geology 
classes

I am indebted to USU. There are 
so many opportunities to be found 
right here on campus. The 
professors are so supportive and 
like I always tell people unfamiliar 
with USU, the school is very 
student-oriented!

N/A none

List the courses you have taken 
in your department you feel 
were most valuable to you.

Geochemistry (GEO 5600) and 
Structural Geology (3700)

Geo 4500, Igneous and 
Metamorphic Petrology helped me 
discover the specific part of 
Geology I was most interested in. 
Additionally, Katie Potter was an 
excellent teacher. Geo 5510, 
Groundwater Geology was another 
good class taught by an excellent 
teacher that taught me a lot of 
useful skills for getting a job after 
graduation. Geo 3550, 
Sedimentation and Stratigraphy, 
was another awesome class. It is 
probably the class I learned the 
most in at Utah State. Dave Liddell 
is a fantastic teacher.

Structural Geology
Sedimentary and Stratigraphy
Geophysics
Petroleum Systems

Field Camp, Geo 5200- It was 
hard, but it also gave me a lot of 
valuable experience in field work 
and I feel like it significantly 
improved my report writing and my 
supplemental figures (i.e. cross-
sections, stereonets, strat 
columns, etc.)

Geochemistry, Geo 5600- It was 
fascinating, and helped me focus 
my preferred area of study

Field Methods, Geo 4700- A nice 
intro to field work and good 
preparation for field camp

Rocks and Minerals, Geo 3500- 
Good base class in order to 
communicate about rocks in a 
professional manner

GEO 1110 => This course gave 
me a refresher on what geology is 
and the basic principles of 
geology.
GEO 3200 => This course gave 
me a fun dementia understanding 
of the geologic time line.
GEO 3500 => This course gave 
me a better understanding of how 
minerals form and him their 
structure affects the way they react 
and their appearance.
GEO 3550 => This course gave 
me a better understanding of what 
the different types of sediment 
means for ancient environments 
and how they formed.
GEO 3600 => This course gave 
me a better understanding of 
geomorphic processes and how 
land masses formed and changed 
over time.
GEO 3700 => This course gave 
me a better understanding of what 
causes different deformations in 
different types of rock and a better 
understanding of faults.

I don't remember the numbers.

Geomorphology - Provided 
exposure to so many other fields 
of science and was very 
applicable as a geologist.
Structural Geology - Helped me 
develop confidence in my 
understanding of geology and the 
mechanics of the earth.
Groundwater Geology - This class 
alone could secure my 
employment forever. Very 
applicable and really informative 
about what we can expect to see 
in the field on a job.

GEO 3200 - Earth through Time
GEO 3550 - Sedimentation and 
Stratigraphy

GEO 3600- Got me really 
interested and set on what I want 
to go to grad school in.
GEO 5510- Really fascinating 
class that expanded my vision in 
Geology
GEO 3550- Learned a lot of 
fundamental geologic field and lab 
skills
GEO 3200- Provided a solid base 
of understanding for the future 
classes

GEO 3200- Earth Through Time: I 
felt like it gave a good overview of 
geologic history. 
GEO 3500-Minerals and Rocks: 
This was an important pre-
requisite course and provided 
valuable information I will need 
while teaching. 
GEO 3600-Geomorphology: I 
thought it was fascinating and 
provided in depth information 
about how our landscapes formed 
and form currently.

Mineralogy(3500), 
Petrology(4500), Field 
Methods(4700), and Field Camp. 
These classes are the ones I was 
most interested in as an 
undergrad and prepared me for 
my future geology career.

Field Camp
Field Methods
Geochemistry
Vertebrate Paleontology
Structural Geology
Sedimentation and Stratigraphy

I feel like all of the geology courses 
that I took were extremely valuable. 
Those in the lower level prepared 
me for the higher level.

GEO 5510, GEO 2500,GEO 
3500, GEO 4700

sed strat 
structure 
geomorph taken from indian jones 
was captivating 
groundwater

Physical Geology
Mineralogy
Stratigraphy
Geomorphology
Structural Geology
Groundwater Investigation

Sed Strat (Geo 3500?) Very well 
taught and challenging class. I 
learned quite a bit and it's been 
very fundamental. 

Also groundwater geology (geo 
5240?) was a very well taught and 
interesting class that is quite 
applicable to potential careers.

List the courses you have taken 
outside of your major you feel 
were most valuable to you.

GIS (GEOG 1800) and Applied 
Remote Sensing (WILD 5750)

Physics 2210 and 2220, Physics 
for Engineers and Scientists, were 
both very interesting classes.

Math

Family Finance, FCHD 3350- A 
good intro to personal finance, 
with lots of good, applicable ideas 
and information

Introduction to Shakespeare, Engl 
2300- It was just a fun class! it was 
valuable in that it helped me to be 
able to analyze writing that wasn't 
just scientific

All classes I have taken for my 
biology minor, valuable for obvious 
reasons

PE 1407 => This course taught 
me how to defend myself.
FCHD 3350 => This course 
helped me to better manage my 
finances.

Well this class isn't outside of my 
major, but it is outside of my 
department: CEE 4300. This is the 
one class I need most for my 
graduate studies. I am so glad that 
it was required and that I was able 
to take it.

CHEM 1215 - Principles of 
Chemistry I
CHEM 1220 - Principles of 
Chemistry II

ECN 1500- It was not related to 
my major at all, but I feel like I 
learned a lot of useful information.

CS 1400 & 1410-CS 1 & 2: These 
were challenging courses that 
were interesting and taught me 
more about how to code or 
program. 
ECE 2700- Digital Circuits: I also 
enjoyed the coding in this class 
and the lab was helpful too. 
FCHD 3350-Family Finance: This 
provided information that will be 
useful throughout my life.

Ceramics 2650 and 3660. These 
course gave me a creative outlet 
when I was working on some of the 
most difficult parts of my major. 
Ceramics also allowed me to 
better understand the relationship 
between theoretical mineralogy 
and its real world applications.

Biological Anthropology
Freshwater Invertebrates
Ornithology

I can't think of any outside those 
required for my major (although 
they were in different departments 
than Geololgy) that I really valued.

CS 1400, ANTH 3300

chem 1210 and 1220
physics 2210 and 2220

everything happens for a reason 
and that reason in usually 
chemistry or physics

Chemistry 1210-1220
Math 1210
ENVS 1350
GEOG 1800
English 2010

Chem 1210 and 1220. It provided 
good fundamental knowledge of 
the sciences.

List the courses you have taken 
in your department you feel 
were least valuable to you.

Mineralogy (GEO 3500) None Paleoclimetology Applied Geophysics, Geo 5660- I 
just didn't understand it at all

The classes in my department I felt 
were all valuable in my major.

Mineralogy - I know it's important 
but I just haven't used it that much.
Earth History - Same comment as 
above.

GEO 3600 - Geomorphology

GEO 5660- The material was 
taught above the level of most of 
us in the class. I feel I didn't really 
learn anything.

STAT 3000-Statistics for 
Scientists: There is no reason for 
me to take this class as a future 
teacher. I also hated the online 
format in which I had to teach 
myself everything. This course will 
have no effect on my future career. 
The only effect it had on me was to 
cause me to dislike statistics.

Of the course I took at USU I would 
consider none of them to be less 
valuable.

None that I can think of. I felt all in-department classes 
were necessary and valuable NONE no comment N/A

Geophysics (Geo 4800?). A 
potentially very interesting subject, 
but very poorly taught to the point 
where I learned very little.

List the courses you have taken 
outside of your major you feel 
were least valuable to you.

English 1010 and English 2010
Creative Arts (USU 1330)

Creative arts was a worthless 
class that I gained nothing from. 
Dr. Ballam is the worst teacher I've 
ever had and the entire class was 
a joke. Rampant cheating was the 
way to get an A in that class, and 
most lectures were about how 
awesome his voice is and how he 
healed people by singing to them.

English U.S. Institutions, USU 1300- I 
learned absolutely nothing in this 
class

PE 1010 and PE 1211 => These 
courses were fun and a great way 
to stay active but they did not 
contribute to my education beyond 
that.
FCHD => This course was 
interesting but I doubt I will ever 
use the things I learned in this 
class.

PHYS 2220 - I don't think I will 
need this for my career.

ANTH 3300 - Archaeology of 
North America
STAT 3000 - Statistics for 
Scientists

USU 1320-humanities: This was a 
waste of time and I don't think I 
learned anything new. This seems 
like a fluff course that the university 
created for athletes, as seen by 
the large number of athletes in the 
class. 
WILD 2200-Ecology of Our World: 
This course provided little new 
information and was a lot of busy 
work. I also disliked the format of 
the class. It was online and you 
had to learn everything basically 
on your own. 

CS 1400

ITLS 4015 Tech tools for teachers. 
I don't feel like it really presented 
anything that was useful that I didn't 
already know.

no comment PSY 1730
USU 1330

USU 1330 
English 2010. 
PEP 5430
FCHD 1500

All of these classes either didn't 
teach me anything or taught me 
things that were irrelevant to 
anything I will ever encounter in my 
geology career. They were a 
waste of time and effort and hard 
earned tuition money. 

List the faculty in your 
department who have positively 
affected your educational 
experience and those qualities 
you feel were responsible for 
that positive experience.

Dave Liddell - Support and 
respect
Tom Lachmar - Advisory guidance
Carol Dehler - Positive 
attitude/excitment
Colter Davis (TA) - Helped 
improve my writing style 
tremendously
Rob McDermott (PhD Fellow) - 
One-on-one teaching/discussions

All of the faculty have made for a 
great college experience within the 
department

Katie Potter helped me find my 
passion for Igenous Petrology. 
She is a very patient and 
entertaining teacher who also 
does a good job at pushing you to 
learn as much as possible. Tom 
Lachmar was another great 
professor in the Geology 
department. He can be a bit blunt 
at times, but he makes sure you 
know what he expects in his 
classes and gives good advice as 
the undergraduate advisor.

Joel Pederson - Upbeat, cool, and 
excited about geology. Joel is the 
guy who got me interested in 
geology to begin with.

James Evans - Extremely 
knowledgeable and a great 
teacher. I felt I learned the most in 
his classes.

Dennis Newell- He is very willing to 
help me and is a great research 
mentor

Alexis Ault- She is very 
enthusiastic

Dr. Liddell- Very clear and willing 
to explain things

Tom Lachmar is positive and 
always willing to work with 
students.
Dave Liddell knew each student 
and would check in with them each 
class.
Carol Dehler would encourage me 
to challenge myself.

Dr. Thomas Lachmar - Open and 
positive and very encouraging. He 
always believed in me and has 
served as a great mentor that I 
could ask questions and learn 
from.
Dr. James Evans - I could say the 
same for him. His interests and 
mine overlap and his knowledge of 
"industry" I found to be a great 
source to turn to. He is also very 
understanding and patient and so 
cool!

Carol Dehler 
- Taught concepts that mattered in 
a way that was fun and easy to 
learn.
- Encouraged and enabled me to 
complete undergraduate research.
- Taught well and often in the field.
- Has an awesome sense of 
humor.

Dave Liddell
- Taught concepts that mattered in 
an understandable way.
- Had an abundance of resources 
available for further learning and 
understanding of course material.
- Taught well and often in the field.

Andrew Lonero
- Helped with undergraduate 
research.
- Made himself available for any 
questions.
- Patiently taught concepts, 
sometimes repeatedly when I 
didn't understand the first time.

Dave Liddell- He gave us a lot of 
in field opportunities which really 
helped to understand the course 
material.
Tom Lachmar- Very 
approachable, also taught in a 
very organized way that made 
difficult concepts easier to 
understand.
Tammy Rittenour- Was willing to 
let me help with a research project 
and gave clear expectations. I 
knew she had the confidence that I 
would get things done.
Kelli Bradbury- Got me to think a 
lot more beyond the educational 
scope of things.

Dave Liddel- He is a good mentor 
and made his class in way that is 
challenging for students while 
giving them the support they need 
to be successful. He is also 
passionate about sedimentology 
and stratigraphy. 
Joel Pederson- He teaches in a 
passionate way that caused me to 
be interested in geomorphology 
and geology in general. 
Kelly Bradbury- She sincerely 
cares about her students and does 
everything she can to help them 
succeed. She made structural 
geology interesting for her 
students. 
Carol Dehler- She is very excited 
about the work she does and 
teaches in a way that makes it 
easy to pay attention and learn. 
Tom Lachmar- He makes geology 
interesting in a course that many 
non-geology majors are taking.

Carol Dehler, John Shervais, 
Susanne Janecke, and Mary 
Hubbard. These professors were 
always fun and exciting to learn 
from had great insight in there 
various fields and worked hard so 
we could succeed.

Jim Evans
Kelly Bradbury
Susanne Janecke
Alexis Ault

All of these people have helped 
me grow as a scientist either 
through classes I took from them, 
or through research/laboratory 
assisting.

Tom Lachmar: He knew me 
personally, even before I changed 
majors. He encouraged me, and 
believed in my abilities. He was an 
excellent instructor, and cared 
about my success. 

Carol Dehler: I never took a class 
from her, because she was on 
sabbatical the year I took GEO 
3200. However, as I worked with 
the department, she gave me 
positive instruction, and helped me 
to understand those things that I 
hadn't grasped taking the class 
from another person.

Blair Larsen: When I was having a 
hard time deciding what to do with 
my life, she was a mentor to me. 
She helped me sort my thoughts, 
and provided me with sound 
advice. Without her help, I doubt I 
would have continued my 
education in this direction

Alexis, Ault- All of her qualities. 
Tom Lachmar his concern for the 
undergrads success. Dave Liddel- 
his enthusiasm for geology. You 
can tell they love what they do 
(This goes for all geology faculty).

joel- he apsolutley captivated me 
and taught me in a way that made 
it so i could focus on 
understanding rather than note 
taking
jim evans - he also captivated me

Dr. Thomas Lachmar - as my 
advisor and as a professor. I am a 
little bias here because he 
teaches my favorites classes.

Tom Lachmar. 
He is a very understanding, 
personable faculty member who 
always put the students' best 
interests first. 
Other faculty seemed consumed 
by their careers but Dr. Tom was 
always very understanding that 
others had more than just geology 
in life. 
And the simple fact that he could 
carry on a conversation about 
something other than science was 
quite meaningful. I feel like he is a 
friend.

List the faculty outside of your 
department who have positively 
affected your educational 
experience and those qualities 
you feel were responsible for 
that positive experience.

Judson Finley (ANTH 3350) - 
Personal encouragement and 
recognition

None I can't think of anyone specific Lezlie Branum- She was positive, 
knowledgeable, and approachable

Colby Tofel-Grehl pushed me to 
be the best I could be and made 
sure every student knew they could 
always come to her for help.

Dr. Joe Caliendo - Very 
approachable and funny and 
makes things clear.
Dr. Russ Winn - Really helped me 
enjoy learning about english and 
so much more!

Scott Ensign
- Taught concepts that mattered in 
an understandable way.
- Had an abundance of resources 
available for further learning and 
understanding of course material.
- Facilitated the most navigable 
and fulfilling online course (Chem 
II) I have ever taken in my life.
- Is positive and has an awesome 
sense of humor.

Chris Corcoran- He was very 
engaging and made me want to 
be in class 
Eric Held- He was just a solid 
teacher that made me want to do 
well
Lawrence Cannon- He taught in a 
way that was very clear and helped 
me learn the material. Very nice 
and fair.

Larry Cannon- He is the best math 
teacher I had at USU. He teaches 
in a very clear way and provides 
enough examples that made it so 
his students could succeed. He is 
also very positive and 
encouraging. 
Richard Sherlock- I really enjoyed 
his intro. to Christianity course. I 
liked that he was able to allow for 
discussion and debate without 
belittling anyone's faith or beliefs 
too much. He made his views 
known, but also presented 
differing views. It was also nice to 
read the primary documents to 
gain information.

Dan Murphy my ceramics 
professor was always there with 
guidance and understanding. He 
was willing to help students further 
there ceramics career outside of 
class hours.

None that I can think of.

Tonya Triplett: her enthusiasm for 
her work made it fun to learn (I 
took ALL of her classes!) 

Scott Ensign: he always went 
above and beyond to give his 
students resources to succeed. I 
would never have understood 
chemistry without him!

Dr. Rahmeyer- His understanding 
of fluid mechanics. c NONE I never knew anyone outside of the 

department.

List the faculty in your 
department who have negatively 
affected your educational 
experience and those qualities 
you feel were responsible for 
that negative experience.

N/A None None. I didn't have any negative 
experiences with faculty

Tony Lowry- It was just hard to 
understand him, he struggled to 
come down to the intro level of the 
students in geophysics

None of the faculty in my 
department negatively impacted 
my education.

There is no one.

I wouldn't say that any of them 
negatively impacted my 
experience, but some were better 
than others. See Idea Evaluations 
and Rate My Professor.

None of the faculty ever affected 
me negatively. None None apply. None. NA

Erica swanson- no longer part of 
the department. Communication 
skills for assignments and 
expectations was lacking on all 
accounts. She is no longer here so 
that is a plus.

none NONE

No one in particular comes to 
mind, but any of the faculty who 
were more concerned about their 
research rather than teaching well 
were detrimental. 

I felt very shorted in my 
Geophysics class (taught by Tony 
Lowry), the teacher put nearly no 
effort into teaching. It was a class 
that I would have really like and 
maybe even pursued a career in, 
but the quality of teaching of that 
class was so poor I felt like I 
learned very little.



Department Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Geology Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Somewhat Strongly Disagree Not Applicable

List the faculty outside of your 
department who have negatively 
affected your educational 
experience and those qualities 
you feel were responsible for 
that negative experience.

MATH 1210 (Calculus) grad-
student professor - Feminist 
attitude, made aware that she 
thought math/engineering 
professions were the only good 
use of someones career and no 
one else mattered to her

Dr. Ballam gave me worse 
opinions of creative arts than I had 
going in. His arrogance was very 
off-putting.

None. I didn't have any negative 
experiences with faculty

Donald Linton- US Institutions was 
a useless class, and he gave no 
incentive to even come to class

None of the faculty outside of my 
department have negatively 
impacted my education.

The professors I had for Statics 
and Dynamics didn't do a great 
job. For statics he seemed 
incompetent and for dynamics it 
was confusing.

Pata Rujirawat
- See Idea Evaluations and Rate 
My Professor

John Hubbard- I feel like all I 
remember him talking about was 
goats, cats, and beer.

Claire Watson- She teaches very 
quickly and if a student misses 
something she was unwilling to 
help much. She made Calculus 2 
harder than it needed to be.

None apply. None. NA

Dariusz M. Wilczynski, Ph.D. he is 
pretty rough around the edges, 
and hard to understand when 
teaching. Makes taking math 
classes much less enjoyable and 
approaching the teacher for help 
less desirable.

none NONE I almost never associated with 
anyone outside the department.

Please make any additional 
comments and observations 
about your educational 
experience at Utah State 
University that you would care 
to make:

I believe that sport ticket packages 
should be offered outside of 
regular student fees. I almost never 
went to sporting events so I didn't 
think it was fair to be charged for 
them. I tried to get a refund for 
these charges and was told that I 
had to be an employee of USU to 
get these refunded to me. The only 
games I attended were because I 
felt an obligation to go since I was 
being charged for them anyhow. I 
did regularly attend club team 
events such as hockey, lacrosse, 
and rodeo and had to pay for 
these events separately. This is an 
issue that needs to be addressed. 
Other major institutions 
(Washington State University for 
example) offer this kind of option 
for their students.

The general advising department 
at USU was pretty bad. My Mom 
passed away my first semester at 
USU, which caused my grades to 
be awful. Because of this hole of 
15 credits of failure I was in from 
the get-go, I was on academic 
probation for a year. This resulted 
in me losing my scholarship and 
having to talk to my professors a 
few times every semester and 
getting them to sign a letter saying 
I was being a good student. Not 
until I was dealing with real 
advisors who actually knew about 
university policies did I find out I 
could appeal the university to get 
those classes off of my transcript. 
This would have been nice to know 
from the beginning when I could 
have kept my scholarship and not 
had to deal with the hardship of not 
being on academic probation.

I greatly enjoyed my time at Utah 
State. I would absolutely 
recommend Utah State to 
anybody.

I enjoyed my time at Utah State 
University very much

I am so very glad I came here. I will 
miss being a student at Utah State 
University.

No comments.
I really enjoyed attending USU. I 
think it is a great school and a 
great place to be.

NA Overall, it has been great and 
highly enjoyable.

it was challenging and fun. loved 
almost every minute of it.

Excellent school environment and 
a great community.

I feel like undergrads were an 
afterthought in the Geology 
department. Most of the faculty 
were very consumed and focused 
upon the graduate students and 
their research. 

However, as a whole, the Geology 
department does put in a good 
effort to do a good job and has 
been beneficial to me.
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