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The Pentateuch

• Genesis
• Exodus
• Leviticus
• Numbers
• Deuteronomy
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The Authors of the Pentateuch
J

• Jahweh (JHWH): “He causes to exist”
or “He always is”

• Judea (Southern Kingdom)
• simple appearances of God
• “God of my father” (Gen. 32:9)
• Israel will one day triumph over all 

nations
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The Authors of the Pentateuch
E

• Elohim (El)
• Ephraim (Northern Kingdom)
• more complex appearances of God
• contemporaneous with J, but has 

different perspective on history
• less prominent in Pentateuch than J
• influence of Canaanite culture
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The Authors of the Pentateuch
P

• Priestly Tradition
• written by First Temple Priesthood
• theme: Purity of Hebrew Community
• lists of abominations (Leviticus)
• “Realms of Existence” (M.L. Douglas)
• “Priestly Blessing”
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The Authors of the Pentateuch
D

• Deuteronomy
• the text, as we have it, was revised 

after the Babylonian Captivity
• eloquent and skillfully written
• theme: Centrality of Temple in 

Jerusalem
• Josiah (ca. 640-625 BCE): 2 Kings 22
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Evolution toward Monotheism

• local deity: “God of my family”
• Henotheism: “Thou shalt have no other 

gods before me” (First Commandment)
• Monolatry: “Thou shalt know no god but 

me” (Hosea 13:4)
• Monotheism: Deutero-Isaiah
• “I am the first and I am the last; beside me 

there is no god.” (Isaiah 44:6) 
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The 
Moabite 
Stone

(the Mesha
Stele)
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Text of the Moabite Stone

I am Mesha ... King of Moab, ... I made this high 
place for Chemosh in Qarhoh […] because he 
saved me from all the kings and allowed me to 
triumph over all my adversaries. As for Omri, King 
of Israel, he had humbled Moab many years, for 
Chemosh was angry at his land (Moab). And his 
son (Ahab) followed him and he also said, “I will 
humble Moab.” In my time he spoke (thus), but I 
have triumphed over him and over his house, 
while Israel has perished forever! . . . Then 
Chemosh said to me, “Go, take Nebo from Israel!”
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“Horned”
Altar
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Reconstruction of the First Temple

Pillars: Yachin and Boaz
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The Megiddo Ivory
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The Megiddo Ivory
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Sarcophagus of King Ahiram
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Temple of Hazor (ca. 14th c. BCE)
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Cylinder Seal: Sacred Tree
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Asherah

Click below for an article about Asherah
worship among the early Hebrews: 

http://www.usu.edu/markdamen/ANE/ashera
h.pdf
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http://www.usu.edu/markdamen/ANE/asherah.pdf
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