, THE
NORMAL
LAW OF ERROR
STANDS OUT IN THE
EXPERIENCE OF MANKIND
" AS ONE OF THE BROADEST
GENERALIZATIONS OF NATURAL
PHILOSOPHY ¢ IT SERVES AS THE
GUIDING INSTRUMENT IN RESEARCHES
IN THE PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES AND
IN MEDICINE AGRICULTURE AND ENGINEERING #
IT IS AN INDISPENSABLE TOOL FOR THE ANALYSIS AND THE
INTERPRETATION OF THE BASIC DATA OBTAINED BY OBSERVATION AND EXPERIMENT

Karl Pearson (1920) gave the name “Normal” to this shape:

“Many years ago I called the Laplace-Gaussian curve the NORMAL curve, which
name, while it avoids an international question of priority, has the disadvantage of
leading people to believe that all other distributions of frequency are in one sense or
another “abnormal.” That belief is, of course, not justifiable.”



