
 
 
 
 
 
Karl Pearson (1920) gave the name “Normal” to this shape: 
 

“Many years ago I called the Laplace-Gaussian curve the NORMAL curve, which 
name, while it avoids an international question of priority, has the disadvantage of 
leading people to believe that all other distributions of frequency are in one sense or 
another “abnormal.”  That belief is, of course, not justifiable.” 

 
      


