
 Getting Started on Your Teaching Dossier

Begin by reading chapters 1-4 (pp. 3-30) and skimming some of the example dossiers in The Teaching Portfolio book (Seldin, Miller, & Seldin, 2010) and in USU Teaching Documentation: Dossiers from the Mentoring Program. We recommend that you look at examples from disciplines other than your own as well as one that is similar to your discipline so that you are exposed to a variety of ways to document and provide evidence of teaching excellence.

The main body of your teaching dossier will take the form of a 10- to 12-page, double-spaced text, accompanied by appendix items that will serve to support the statements you make. To begin drafting the main body of your dossier, respond to the following four prompts. Please email your responses to these four items to Paul Barr (paul.barr@usu.edu) and cc Jenna Padelsky (jenna.padelsky@usu.edu) by midnight on Sunday, May 11. He will share these with the mentors so they are prepared to discuss them with you during your Tuesday, May 13, morning meeting. 

1. Describe your teaching responsibilities. This should include courses you teach as well as advising of graduate students, independent studies/research with students, and any teaching that occurs outside the university classroom. (See step 2, p. 27, of The Teaching Portfolio.)

2. Describe how you see yourself as a teacher. What are the beliefs, principles, or goals that guide your teaching and the learning of your students? (This prompt is meant to get you thinking about your Teaching Philosophy. See step 3, p. 28, of The Teaching Portfolio, as well as the prompts on p. 12.)

3. Describe your teaching methods and explain how your vision of yourself as a teacher (as articulated in Question #2) is reflected in those teaching methods. Provide examples of strategies you use to engage students in course content. Give examples and explain specific ways that you motivate your students to help them achieve better performance. (See “Teaching Methodologies” on p. 12 of The Teaching Portfolio.)
 
4. Describe course projects, class assignments or other activities that help you integrate your subject matter with your students’ outside experiences. (See prompts on pages 12-14 of The Teaching Portfolio.)

The following is a list of items to consider including in your teaching dossier. Some will be part of the narrative and others will be included in the appendices. You do not need to bring all of these with you to the workshop, but you do want to think about which items you have and which items you want to start collecting as evidence. 

· Material from oneself (pp. 11-14)
· Statement of teaching responsibilities
· Reflective statement describing personal teaching philosophy, strategies, and objectives
· Representative course syllabi
· Description of curricular revisions, including new course projects, materials, and assignments
· Steps taken to evaluate or improve your teaching
· List of graduate students you’ve mentored along with titles of projects/articles that you’ve accomplished together

· Material from others (see pp. 14-16)
· Statements from colleagues who have observed you in the classroom
· Statements from colleagues who have reviewed your classroom materials, syllabi, and assignments
· Student course and teaching evaluation data
· Invitations to present a paper at a conference on teaching in your discipline or on teaching in general
· Distinguished teaching awards

· Products of good teaching (see pp. 16-17)
· Student pre/post scores before and after a course
· Student essays, creative work, field-work reports
· Statements by alumni on quality of instruction 
· Student publications or conference presentations on course-related work
· Examples of graded student essays along with your comments 

