Course Description

ENVS 2340 is an integrated
science course emphasizing
social sciences in addressing
21st Century resource chal-
lenges affecting humans and
ecosystems. We will explore
environmental, economic, and
social frameworks within which
human uses of natural resources
contribute to environmental
problems and their solutions In
American and other cultures.

Topics for
Presentation/Posters

s Renewable Energy Green?

Does Excessive Endangered
Species Act Litigation Threaten
Species Recovery, Job Creation,
and Economic Growth?

Can Sustainable Agriculture Feed
the World?

Can Our Marine Resources Be
Sustainably Managed?

Is Sustainability a Realistic
Objective for Society?

|Is Shale Gas the Solution to Our
Energy Woes?

Is Hydrofracking a Safe Practice?

Should We Be Pricing Ecosystem
Services?
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Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course students will
be able to:

Explain how the nature, history, theories and
methods of the social sciences can contribute
to sustainable use of natural resources.
Evaluate debates about the relational, cultural,
historical, and natural contexts that shape the
human experience in relation to sustainable
use of natural resources.

Compare and evaluate differences among
people's attitudes toward and understanding of
the environmental, economic, and social
relationships contributing to sustainable use of
natural resources.

Clearly state your own positions on issues
related to the sustainability of natural
resources use, and give empirically based
arguments in support of your positions.

Work effectively in a group setting and
demonstrate that you make contributions that
other group members value.

e,

By KTucker (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Society

Bearable Equitable

Environment Viable Economic

Quinney College of Natural Resources
Utah State University

Figure 4 (above) :
Sample for for Guardian
Sustainability Newsletter
Article Analyses

Dr. Frazer (right) is very
excited about teaching
ENVS 2340!

Fig. 1 (left): Venn
Diagram depicting
the overlap of the
“three pillars” (of the
“triple bottom line)
of Sustainability

Fig. 2 (left):
Concentric model of
Sustainability
showing the
Economy ss a
subset of Society
and both Society

Course Activities

A. Assigned lectures, videos, and readings
B. Presentations/Posters: Groups of five students will prepare and deliver a formal
presentation on the “pro” or “con” side of selected topics (see “Topics for
Presentation/Posters). For their topic, if they present on the pro side, then their
poster will be on the con side, and vice versa.
. Group Work: Students groups will discuss 10 assigned topics on various
aspects of sustainability and turn in reports on the forms provided (Fig. 4).
. Individual students will analyze pro and con papers on selected topics related
to sustainability (see “Topics for NRSIA and Fig. 5).
. Individual students will choose one of the following activities for 20% of their
grade:
« Attend the Restoring the West Conference and write a paper on what they
learned that is relevant to sustainable management of natural resources in the
Western US
Write analyses of 10 articles from The Guardian Sustainable Business
Newsletter (see Fig. 3)
Write an analysis of a book (from a list of approved books), telling how the
work improves our understanding of sustainable use of natural resources
Take 10 graded pop quizzes on information covered in lectures, videos, and
readings.

Topics for NRSIA

Do We Need the Precautionary Principle?
Do We Have a Population Problem?

Can Species Preservation Be Successfully
Managed?

Should We Continue to Rely on Fossil
Fuels?

Should Water Be Privatized?

Does the World Need High-tech
Agriculture?

Does Sustainable Urban Development
Require More Policy Innovation and
Planning?

Are There Limits to Growth?

Are Western Values, Ethics, and Dominant

Should We Require Labeling for
Genetically Modified Food?

Figure 5: (above):
Sample Form for Natural
Resources and Society
Article Analyses

Figure 3 (above) :
Sample for for Guardian Envirenment
Sustainability Newsletter
Article Analyses

and the Economy Paradigms Compatible With Sustainability?
as subsets of (and
depend upon) the

Environment
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