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Hoover leaves

legacy of leadership

Sharon Strauss

sstrauss@idahopress.com
Updated 11 hours 10 minutes ago

CALDWELL — College of Idaho President

Robert Hoover is retiring after six years
the helm of the Caldwell campus.

Saturday's graduation of the Class of 2009

marked Hoover's last ceremony at the

liberal arts college before his retirement.
Marvin Henberg, former interim president at
Linfield College in McMinnville, Ore., will
become the 12th president of The C of | in

July.

Hoover becomes the Idaho Community
Foundation's president and CEO on July

Hoover's accomplishments

During his time at The College of
Idaho, Bob Hoover and his
administration had many
accomplishments including:

® Securing a $72 million gift
from the J.A. and Kathryn
Albertson Foundation, which
kicked off the college's $175
million Invest in Excellence
comprehensive fundraising
campaign.

Changing the college name
from Albertson College of
Idaho to The College of
Idaho, which is the name it
was founded under in 1891.
Increasing enrollment and
student retention at the
college. This year, the college
enrolled 339 freshman
students, one of the largest
classes in its 117-year
history.

C of I gets new president

Marvin Henberg, former interim
president at Linfield College in
McMinnville, Ore., will become the
12th president of The C of I in July.

Henberg has decades of experience
in education, including 18 years at
the University of Idaho. He chaired
the Ul philosophy department from
1988 to 1994 and launched the
university's Honors Program.

"Marv is going to make an
outstanding college president, he's
as qualified as you can come...he
has a great deal of experience
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The former University of Idaho president's
colleagues said his presence has enriched
the campus culture and helped secure
millions of dollars of grants and gifts to aid
future generations of C of | students.

"We are going to miss this terribly,"
Hoover said of the fondness he and his
wife, Leslee, share for the C of | campus.
“"We love this place, she's become terribly
fond of it, as well as | have. It's hard to
go."

The higher education lifestyle has become
second nature to the longtime educational
leader.

"My 50th high school reunion is this fall.
For 50 years, I've been in higher
education," Hoover reflected Friday in an
interview with the Idaho Press-Tribune.
“To move into another world, (there's) a
little trepidation of what comes next. And
there's also the melancholy of leaving
higher education and especially this
place."

Long education career

Hoover served as president of the
University of Idaho from 1996 to 2003 and
prior to that served in numerous
administrative positions at the University
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